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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 

711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI  54456 

Member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 

 

 
 

Transfiguration Sunday—Feb 14, 2021 

 
“Welcome Visitors and Members!” 

(Visitors, you may find helpful information on the back cover.) 

Focus:  Jesus' glory strengthens Him and us for the cross. 
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M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with 

humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our 

sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, 

and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and 

actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 

For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 

But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 

only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen.  
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

Kyrie 

 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts 

with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your 

love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan 

and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for 

those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O 

Lord. 

 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your 

power and keep us in your tender care: 
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M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy 

of praise. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

The minister says the Prayer of the Day. 

 

 

THE WORD 

Old Testament Reading:  2 Kings 2:1-12a 
When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, 
Elijah was traveling with Elisha from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, 
“Stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Bethel.” 
But Elisha said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as your soul lives, I will 
not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 
3The sons of the prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and 
said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD is taking your master 
away from you?” 
Then he said, “Yes, I know. Be quiet.” 
4Then Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here because the LORD has sent 
me to Jericho.” 
But he said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as your soul lives, I will not 
leave you.” So they went to Jericho. 
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5Then the sons of the prophets who were in Jericho approached Elisha 
and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD is taking your 
master away from you?” 
He said, “Yes, I know. Be quiet.” 
6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here because the LORD has sent me to 
the Jordan.” 
But he said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as your soul lives, I will not 
leave you.” So the two of them went on. 
7Then fifty men from the sons of the prophets came and stood and 
watched them from a distance, while the two of them were standing at 
the Jordan. 8Elijah took his cloak, folded it together, and struck the 
water. The water divided to the right and to the left. Then the two of 
them crossed on dry land.  
9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask me for whatever I 
can do for you before I am taken from you.” 
Then Elisha said, “Let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.”  
10He said, “You have asked for a difficult thing. If you see me being 
taken from you, it will surely be yours. But if not, then it will not.” 
11While they were walking and talking, suddenly a chariot of fire with 
horses of fire came and separated them. So Elijah went up to heaven in 
a whirlwind. 12Elisha was watching and crying out, “My father! My 
father! Israel’s chariot and its charioteers!” Then he did not see him 
anymore.



8 

Psalm 148 

  
Praise the LORD from the heavens,* 

praise him in the heights above. 

 

Praise him, all his angels,* 

praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 

 

Praise him, sun and moon,* 

praise him, all you shining stars.    Refrain 

 

Praise the LORD from the earth,* 

lightning and hail, stormy winds that do his bidding, 

 

you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars,* 

wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds, 

 

kings of the earth and all rulers on earth,* 

young men and maidens, old men and children. 

 

Let them praise the name of the LORD,* 

for his splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen.    Refrain 
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New Testament Reading:  2 Corinthians 3:12-4:6 
12Therefore, since we have this kind of hope, we act with great 
boldness. 13We are not like Moses, who put a veil over his face, so that 
the Israelites could not continue to look at the end of the radiance, as 
it was fading away. 14In spite of this, their minds were hardened. Yes, 
up to the present day, the same veil remains when the Old Testament 
is read. It has not been removed because it is taken away only in 
Christ. 15Instead, to this day, whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over 
their hearts. 16But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is 
taken away. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom. 18But all of us who reflect the Lord’s glory 
with an unveiled face are being transformed into his own image, from 
one degree of glory to another. This too is from the Lord, who is the 
Spirit.  
Therefore, since we have this ministry as a result of the mercy shown 
us, we are not discouraged. 2On the contrary, we have renounced 
shameful, underhanded methods. We do not operate in a deceitful way, 
and we do not distort the word of God. Instead, by proclaiming the 
truth clearly, we commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the 
sight of God.  
3But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled among those who are 
perishing. 4In the case of those people, the god of this age has blinded 
the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from clearly seeing the light 
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is God’s image. 
5Indeed, we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and 
ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6For the God who said, “Light 
will shine out of darkness,” is the same one who made light shine in our 
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
person of Jesus Christ. 
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Verse of the Day:  Mark 9:7b 
Alleluia! A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I 
love. Listen to him.”  Alleluia! 

 
 
Gospel Reading:  Mark 9:2-9 
2After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John with him and led them 
up a high mountain where they were alone by themselves. There he 
was transfigured in front of them. 3His clothes became radiant, 
dazzling white, whiter than anyone on earth could bleach them. 4And 
Elijah appeared to them together with Moses, and they were talking 
with Jesus.  
5Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us make 
three tents: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not 
know what to say because they were terrified. 
7A cloud appeared and overshadowed them, and a voice came from the 
cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him.” 
8Suddenly when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with 
them except Jesus alone. 
9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them not 
to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from 
the dead. 
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SERMON TEXT:  Mark 9:2-9 

JESUS' TRANSFIGURATION CHANGES OUR 

PERSPECTIVE  

I.  about how we view sin;  

II.  about how we view Jesus;  

III.  about how we view death. 
 
NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is,  

 seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

 God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one being with the Father.  

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

 heaven,  

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

  and became fully human.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

 He suffered death and was buried.  

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the  

 Scriptures.  

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

 dead,  

 and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

 who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped  

  and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead   

 and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins,  

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

  and the glory are yours  

  now and forever. Amen.  

 
THE SACRAMENT 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he 

has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. 

In the past he spoke to us through the prophets, but in these last 

days he has spoken to us by his Son, who is the radiance of his 

glory. 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of 

our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the 

throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory 

for ever and ever: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

Sanctus 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 

and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 

“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

 
DISTRIBUTION  (no distribution hymn) St. John’s practices 

“member communion.” We ask, therefore, that only those who are members of 

St. John’s or another WELS/ELS congregation partake of the sacrament. 
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THANKSGIVING 

THANK THE LORD 

 
 
M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have 

praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which 

have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, 

and that all who have received in his true body and blood the 

pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy 

life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
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This Week at St. John’s:  February 14, 2021 
SERVING US TODAY: 
Greeters:  Judy Quicker & Nancy Hagedorn 

Ushers:  Team 4- Rex Roehl’s team 
Altar Guild:  Linda Biebert & Megan Allard 

Donating Bulletins:  Dave & Donna Anding for their 35th 
anniversary today 
Donating Website in February:  Gloria Hamm 
 
SERVING US ASH WEDNESDAY 
Greeters:  Donna Anding & Rosie Murphy 
Ushers:  Team 2- Verlyn Shaw’s team 

Altar Guild:  Carol Anason & Charlene Siebert 
 
SERVING US NEXT SUNDAY 
Greeters:  Joel & Darlene Zschernitz 

Ushers:  Team 1- Joel Zschernitz’ team 
Altar Guild:  Pat Strangfeld 

CHURCH NEWS 

Sunday School:  Sunday School will be held today from 
10:15-11:30 in the school for Grades 1-8. Children in PreK and 

Kindergarten are invited down to the church basement from 
10:15-11:15 for a Bible story, activities, and play time.  

Bible Class:  Bible Class will be held as normal today. Please 

join us in the church basement after the worship service. 

Lent 2021 

1)We will NOT BE having Tuesday evening services until after 

Easter. 

2)We will NOT BE having afternoon services on Wednesdays 
during Lent. 

3)Ash Wednesday worship service will be held at 6:00 p.m. 
this Wednesday, February 17th. This will be a communion 

service. PLEASE NOTE THAT THE MID-WEEK SERVICE 
TIME IS 6:00 P.M. THIS YEAR. Help us spread the word. 

4)The theme for the Lenten services this year is “Hands of the 

Passion." Focus for Ash Wednesday is “Hands of Repentance.” 

5)Offerings given in your special Lenten envelopes will go 

toward Home expenses. 

6)The videotaped Lenten services will be shown on Cable 
Thursday evenings at 7:00. 
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A Guide To Lent 
from online.nph.net 

 
Someone I know asked me about Lent... 

 
Unlike Christmas and Easter Sunday, Lent is one part of the 
Christian calendar that is not usually well known in the secular 
world. When a friend or family member from outside the church 
asks you about the season’s traditions and significance, you can 
share the beauty of the Good News through your answers. 
 
So, what is Lent, exactly? 
Lent is the 40-day preparation for the events surrounding Easter, 
namely the suffering, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. It is observed by many major Christian denominations, 
including Lutheranism, Catholicism, and others. 
 
Why is Lent 40 days long? 
This reflects the time Jesus spent in the Judean desert. According 
to the books of Matthew, Mark, and Luke in the Bible, Jesus fasted 
for 40 days and forty nights and overcame direct temptations 
from Satan during this time. 
 
What are the major special days during and around Lent? 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. Holy Week is the final week of 
Lent, starting with Palm Sunday, when Jesus rode into Jerusalem. 
Then, Maundy Thursday remembers the Last Supper, Good Friday 
commemorates Jesus’ crucifixion, and, finally, Easter Sunday 
celebrates Jesus’ resurrection. 
 
Do you have to give something up for Lent, like meat or a 
habit? 
Some Christian denominations practice fasting, prayer, and study 
during Lent. These are not Biblical requirements, but many 
believers see these behaviors as ways to help them focus on the 
meaning of Jesus’ life, sacrifice, and resurrection. 
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How did Jesus act in the days before he was crucified? 
Jesus understood that he was going to die and rise again, and he 
lived and taught perfectly to the very moment he gave up his life 
for us. John 19:30 states his last three words were simply, “It is 
finished!” 
 
But if you know Jesus rose from the dead, why does Lent 
seem so dark and sad? 
Jesus’ suffering was physical, mental, and spiritual. He carried all 
of the sins of the world on his shoulders so that we would not 
have to receive the punishment we deserve. God gave up 
everything for us, and the reverent tone of Lent is many 
Christians’ way of recognizing and respecting this great price he 
paid. 
 
Most importantly, however, this solemn time keeps Christians 
looking forward to Easter morning when Jesus triumphantly 
conquered sin and death. Because Jesus lived, died, and rose for 
us, we will enjoy eternal life with him in heaven. 

Large Print Service:  If anyone would be interested in having 

a large print bulletin for use during the service, please contact 
the office and we will be happy to get that ready. 

Meditations:  The new Meditations are available in the 

entryway. Please feel free to pick up a copy, and please 
consider a $3.50 donation to help our GPS group cover the 

cost. 

Care Packages:  Our LIGHTS group will be packing 13 care 
packages to be sent to students. Donations of items to include 

in the packages are needed and welcomed.  

Some ideas for donations could include:  Kleenex, pens, post-it 

notes, hand lotion, microwave popcorn, fruit snacks, candy 
bars, raisins, chips, pudding, dried fruit, cookies, tea, dried 
soup mix, gum, soap, coffee, etc. Anything that can be 

individually wrapped works well; the list is almost endless. 
Cash donations for postage are also needed. Donations can be 

placed in the entryway. 
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This is a nice way to show our young people and our military 
personnel that they are in our thoughts and prayers. Thanks 

for your assistance! (The boxes will be packed up on Feb. 15.) 

School Schedule:  There will be no school this Thursday, 

February 18th, as we take a short winter break. 

Family Bruce Mound Outing:  Our neighboring churches of 
St. John’s, Christie, and Immanuel, Globe, are planning a 

tubing outing at Bruce Mound for Saturday, February 20th, 
from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. All are invited! There will be a potluck 

supper; please consider bringing a dish to pass. Plates, 
napkins, and utensils will be provided. 

Student of the Week:  The student of the week is 

Danica Shadrick. Danica is in 3rd Grade. She is quiet 
and respectful, follows directions, sets a good 

example in the classroom, and gets her work done. 
Congratulations, Danica! 

WELS Annual Report:  We have received three 

copies of WELS’ annual report titled, “Your Gifts, God’s 
Blessings.” If you’d like to take one home and read it, please 

feel free. 

St. John’s Annual Reports:  The 2020 annual reports are 

available in the entryway this morning. Please feel free to pick 
up a copy. The reports include an updated church membership 

directory.  

Church Band:  Our newly formed church band will be getting 

together again on Monday, February 22nd at 6:00 p.m. to have 
fun playing through some music. Are you an instrumentalist? 

Come and join us! 

WELS Weekly Prayer:  Sure Foundation, Brandon, S.D. – 

Heavenly Father, thank you for blessing Sure Foundation 
Lutheran Church last fall with a new parsonage that will also 

function as their Ministry Center. Bless Missionary Craig Wilke 
and his wife Christina as they are expecting a baby; we pray 
that you would protect that unborn child. Provide the members 

of Sure Foundation with the continued zeal to reach out to the 
lost in the Brandon area. Open the hearts of the lost to receive 

the message of forgiveness with faith so that even more 
people will build their lives on Jesus, their Sure Foundation. 
Amen. 
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Worship the Lord with Gladness: 
Sunday Worship:  59 Tuesday Worship:  6 

Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth: 
Thankoffering Given Last Week:  $7,654.53  

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church & School 

711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI  54456 

Email:  stjohns1886@gmail.com   

Website:  www.stjohnsneillsville.com 

Facebook (church):  www.facebook.com/stjohnsneillsville/ 

Facebook (school):  www.facebook.com/stjohnshornets/ 

Tim Biebert, Pastor:  715-743-3015; 1fisheromen@gmail.com 

--Church Office:  715-743-2944 

Mike Allard, Principal:  715-937-7534; allardmj1@gmail.com 

--School Office:  715-743-2501 

John Hagedorn, Chairman:  715-743-4653; 
hagedornjohnw2@gmail.com 

Worship Schedule:  Sundays at 9:00am & Tuesdays at 6:00pm 

Worship Broadcast-Cable Ch. 977:  Sundays-10:30am & 
Mondays-7pm  

mailto:stjohns1886@gmail.com
http://www.stjohnsneillsville.com/
http://www.facebook.com/stjohnsneillsville/
file:///C:/Users/stjoh/Documents/Weekly%20Documents/Bulletins/2018/www.facebook.com/stjohnshornets/
mailto:1fisheromen@gmail.com
mailto:allardmj1@gmail.com
mailto:hagedornjohnw2@gmail.com
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"Welcome Visitors & Members!" 

To those who are visiting us for the first time, we extend our 

sincere welcome; to our friends who know us we renew our 

welcome; to those who seek a church home we invite you to be 

part of our family and enjoy fellowship with our Savior. 

To assist you in worship, personal listening devices are available 

for anyone to use. Please talk to the ushers for assistance.  

Visitors, if you would like to know more about our church or 

school, please introduce yourself to our pastor. He would be 

delighted to speak with you and serve you in whatever way he 

can. 

We love seeing young children in church as we want families to 

worship together. We also love to hear children making a "joyful 

noise to the Lord." If you need some privacy for feeding an infant 

or changing a diaper, please make use of our parents' room off the 

north side of the entryway where you can still listen to the service. 

 
 


