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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 

711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI  54456 

Member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 

 

 
 

 
 

 ✞ Lent 1—Feb 21, 2021 
 

“Welcome Visitors and Members!” 

(Visitors, you may find helpful information on the back cover.) 

Focus:  Jesus' victory is our victory...by faith in Him. 
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M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and 

serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and 

deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess 

our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 

countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to 

be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 

Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse 

me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect 

life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed 

your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you 

strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

OH, TASTE AND SEE 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The minister says the Prayer of the Day. 

 

  



5 

THE WORD 

Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 22:1-18 
Some time later God tested Abraham. He called to him, “Abraham!” 
Abraham answered, “I am here.” 
2God said, “Now take your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to 
the land of Moriah. Offer him there as a whole burnt offering on one of the 
mountains, the one to which I direct you.” 
3Abraham got up early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of 
his young men with him, along with Isaac his son. Abraham split the wood 
for the burnt offering. Then he set out to go to the place that God had told 
him about. 4On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the 
distance. 
5Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey. The boy and I 
will go on over there. We will worship, and then we will come back to you.” 
6Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and loaded it on Isaac his son. 
He took the firepot and the knife in his hand. The two of them went on 
together. 
7Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father?” 
He said, “I am here, my son.” 
He said, “Here are the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt 
offering?” 
8Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my 
son.” So the two of them went on together. 9They came to the place that God 
had told him about. Abraham built the altar there. He arranged the wood, 
tied up Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar on top of the wood. 10Abraham 
stretched out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 
11The Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, “Abraham, Abraham!” 
Abraham said, “I am here.” 
12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy. Do not do anything to him. For 
now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld your son, your 
only son, from me.” 
13Abraham looked around and saw that there was a ram behind him, caught 
in the thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up 
as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14Abraham called the name of that 
place “The LORD Will Provide.” So it is said to this day, “On the mountain of 
the LORD it will be provided.” 
15The Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and 
said, “I have sworn by myself, declares the LORD, because you have done this 
thing and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will bless you greatly, 
and I will multiply your descendants greatly, like the stars of the sky and like 
the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the city 
gates of their enemies. 18In your seed all the nations of the earth will be 
blessed, because you have obeyed my voice. 
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New Testament Reading:  Romans 8:31-39 
31What then will we say about these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? 32Indeed, he who did not spare his own Son, but gave him 
up for us all—how will he not also graciously give us all things along 
with him? 
33Who will bring an accusation against God’s elect? God is the one who 
justifies! 34Who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus, who died and, 
more than that, was raised to life, is the one who is at God’s right hand 
and who is also interceding for us! 35What will separate us from the 
love of Christ? Will trouble or distress or persecution or famine or 
nakedness or danger or sword? 36Just as it is written: 
For your sake we are being put to death all day long. 
We are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.  
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. 
38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
rulers, neither things present nor things to come, nor powerful forces, 
39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Verse of the Day:  Matthew 4:10b 
“It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’” 

 
Gospel Reading:  Mark 1:12-15 
12The Spirit immediately sent Jesus out into the wilderness. 13He was in 
the wilderness for forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the 
wild animals, and angels were serving him.  
14After John was put in prison, Jesus went to Galilee, preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom of God. 15“The time is fulfilled,” he said. “The 
kingdom of God has come near! Repent, and believe in the gospel. 
  

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
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SERMON TEXT:  Romans 8:31-39 

CHRISTIAN, YOU HAVE A PASSION HISTORY TOO  

I.  Look at what you're up against.  

II.  It's a story with glorious ending.  
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell. 

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven 

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

WELS CONNECTION 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins,  

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

  and the glory are yours  

  now and forever. Amen.  

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one 

another. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
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This Week at St. John’s:  February 21, 2021 
SERVING US TODAY 
Greeters:  Joel & Darlene Zschernitz 

Ushers:  Team 1- Joel Zschernitz’ team 
Altar Guild:  Pat Strangfeld 

Donating Bulletins:  Henry & Julie Berry 
Donating Website in February:  Gloria Hamm 
 
SERVING US WEDNESDAY 
Greeters:  Ron & Linda Rogus and Eileen Bell 

Ushers:  Team 3- Dick Urban’s team 
Altar Guild:  Pat Strangfeld 
 
SERVING US NEXT SUNDAY 
Greeters:  Betty Nemitz & Dianne Buettner 
Ushers:  Team 2- Verlyn Shaw’s team 

Altar Guild:  Judy Quicker 
CHURCH NEWS 

Sunday School:  Sunday School will be held today from 

10:15-11:30 in the school for Grades 1-8. Children in PreK and 
Kindergarten are invited down to the church basement from 

10:15-11:15 for a Bible story, activities, and play time.  

Bible Class:  Bible Class will be held as normal today. Please 
join us in the church basement after the worship service. 

Lent 2021 

1)We will NOT BE having Tuesday evening services until after 
Easter. 

2)We will NOT BE having afternoon services on Wednesdays 
during Lent. 

3)Our second midweek Lenten worship service will be held at 

6:00 p.m. this Wednesday, February 24th. PLEASE NOTE 
THAT THE MID-WEEK SERVICE TIME IS 6:00 P.M. THIS 

YEAR. Help us spread the word. 

4)The theme for the Lenten services this year is “Hands of the 
Passion." Focus for this Wednesday is “Hands of Betrayal.” 

5)Offerings given in your special Lenten envelopes will go 
toward Home expenses. 

6)The videotaped Lenten services will be shown on Cable 
Thursday evenings at 7:00. 
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Large Print Service:  If anyone would be interested in having 
a large print bulletin for use during the service, please contact 

the office and we will be happy to get that ready. 

Help Needed:  We would like to take this chance to offer a 

special “thank you” to our videotaping crew, Bob Cords, Ray 
Wetzel, and Carter Urban. Throughout this pandemic, we have 
had more people relying on our taped worship services, either 

by watching them on Cable TV or online or by use of a DVD. 
Our crew has been doing a wonderful job!! 

If we had several other people who would be willing to help out 
by being in the rotation to tape our worship services, it would 
be extremely helpful!!!! Are there several others who wouldn’t 

mind running the video camera during worship, on a rotating 
basis, to relieve some of the load from our current crew? 

Please, please consider whether this is something you could 
do! If you’re interested, please talk to Bob Cords or contact the 
office. Thank you! 

Meditations:  The new Meditations are available in the 
entryway. Please feel free to pick up a copy, and please 

consider a $3.50 donation to help our GPS group cover the 
cost. 

Care Packages:  Thank you to all who donated so generously 
to the care packages send out by our LIGHTS group this past 
week. We appreciate your support! 

Student of the Week:  The student of the 
week is Jarus Backaus. Jarus is in 1st Grade. He 

is respectful, eager to participate in class, 
knows his memory work, gets his other work 
done, and is a good example to his classmates. 

Congratulations Jarus! 

St. John’s Annual Reports:  The 2020 annual 

reports are available in the entryway this morning. Please feel 
free to pick up a copy. The reports include an updated church 

membership directory.  

Church Band:  Our newly formed church band will be getting 

together again tomorrow evening at 6:00 to have fun playing 
through some music. Are you an instrumentalist? Come and 
join us! 
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Our Sympathies:  Our prayers and sympathies go out to the 
family of Florence Wiesner, who was called home to heaven on 

February 13th. Service details can be found in the Clark County 
Press. 

Our prayers and sympathies also go out to the family of 
William Naedler, who was called home to heaven last weekend. 

Bill was living in Illinois, but many of you may know him and 
his family as they used to live here in Wisconsin and were 

members here. (Bill is Donna Sternitzky’s father.) 

We pray that the Lord will comfort both of these families with 

the sure hope of a blessed reunion in heaven. 

Book Fair:  Our LIGHTS group is sponsoring a book fair from 

Northwestern Publishing House. The books will be on display 
here in church starting Sunday, March 7th. 

Special Thanks:  You may remember from a couple of 

months ago that our church and school participated in a special 
offering to help out a church that was struggling in Illinois. Our 

school raised $762.94 and our church gave $666.00 for a total 
of $1,428.94. We just received the following thank you: 

“Fellow Heirs of Eternal Life, 

Words cannot begin to express the thanks that we have to our 
gracious God and to you for helping our brothers and sisters in 

need at Amazing Grace in Roscoe, IL. God has used your 
generous and selfless gifts to be an incredible blessing to the 
believers of Amazing Grace during their time of need. 

Our prayer was that God, through the generous hearts of our 
district, would be able to raise $20,000 for Amazing Grace so 

that they could continue to proclaim the gospel in their mission 
field. We also knew that by alerting our district of their needs, 
prayers would also be offered to the Lord of the Church and 

words of encouragement would be sent through our acts of 
love. As so, we humbly asked for your assistance. 

God has richly and abundantly blessed our efforts. As a result, 
God blessed Amazing Grace with gifts of $97,805. God has 
certainly thrown open the floodgates so that his name may 

continue to be proclaimed in the Roscoe area. We give thanks 
to our Heavenly Father for all the blessings that have been 

received and the prayers and support that have been offered. 
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To God be all the glory! 

Our God is so gracious, that he did not spare his only Son, but 

gave him up for us all. He allows us to proclaim that grace in 
our homes, churches, cities, surrounding areas and world. By 

supporting your congregational mission offering (CMO) at your 
local congregation, our synod is able to aid us in spreading the 
good news of Jesus to all the world. As the apostle Paul 

encouraged the church in Corinth, we encourage you to 
continue to excel in the grace of giving. For in Christ, we have 

everything! May His name be proclaimed so that more may be 
saved on the day of the resurrection. 

In Christ’s Humble Service,” 

Pastor Paul Schupmann 

Western Wisconsin District Mission Board-Shepherd to Amazing 

Grace Ev. Lutheran, Roscoe, IL 

WELS Weekly Prayer:  Haiti – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
the people of Haiti live in extreme poverty in the midst of 

political unrest. Encourage all who are in this plight. Please 
bless Pastor Rona Abraham as he helps train and equip leaders 

for the church. In this country where Voodoo remains so 
prominent, cause the power of the gospel to reach more and 

more lives. We praise you for the 25+ treadle sewing machines 
that have been donated. May these machines be used by the 
Lutheran Vocational Sewing Institute to help train Haitian 

orphans to learn a trade that they can use to support 
themselves and your work. Amen. 

Worship the Lord with Gladness: 
Sunday Worship:  66 Ash Wednesday Worship:  79 
Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth: 

Thankoffering Given Last Week:  $7,655.11 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church & School 

711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI  54456 

Email:  stjohns1886@gmail.com   

Website:  www.stjohnsneillsville.com 

Facebook (church):  www.facebook.com/stjohnsneillsville/ 

Facebook (school):  www.facebook.com/stjohnshornets/ 

Tim Biebert, Pastor:  715-743-3015; 1fisheromen@gmail.com 

--Church Office:  715-743-2944 

Mike Allard, Principal:  715-937-7534; allardmj1@gmail.com 

--School Office:  715-743-2501 

John Hagedorn, Chairman:  715-743-4653; 

hagedornjohnw2@gmail.com 

Worship Schedule:  Sundays at 9:00am & Tuesdays at 6:00pm 

Worship Broadcast-Cable Ch. 977:  Sundays-10:30am & 
Mondays-7pm 

mailto:stjohns1886@gmail.com
http://www.stjohnsneillsville.com/
http://www.facebook.com/stjohnsneillsville/
file:///C:/Users/stjoh/Documents/Weekly%20Documents/Bulletins/2018/www.facebook.com/stjohnshornets/
mailto:1fisheromen@gmail.com
mailto:allardmj1@gmail.com
mailto:hagedornjohnw2@gmail.com
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"Welcome Visitors & Members!" 

To those who are visiting us for the first time, we extend our 

sincere welcome; to our friends who know us we renew our 

welcome; to those who seek a church home we invite you to be 

part of our family and enjoy fellowship with our Savior. 

To assist you in worship, personal listening devices are available 

for anyone to use. Please talk to the ushers for assistance.  

Visitors, if you would like to know more about our church or 

school, please introduce yourself to our pastor. He would be 

delighted to speak with you and serve you in whatever way he 

can. 

We love seeing young children in church as we want families to 

worship together. We also love to hear children making a "joyful 

noise to the Lord." If you need some privacy for feeding an infant 

or changing a diaper, please make use of our parents' room off the 

north side of the entryway where you can still listen to the service. 

 
 
 


