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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 

711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI  54456 

Member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 

 

 
 

 ✞ Lent 3  --  March 7, 2021 

 
“Welcome Visitors and Members!” 

(Visitors, you may find helpful information on the back cover.) 

Focus:  Jesus gives us victory over God's Law 
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3 

M In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy 

Spirit.  

C (spoken) Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 

sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, 

words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to 

do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both 

now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 

trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have 

mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

 
 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given 

his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as 

a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son () and of the 

Holy Spirit.  

C (spoken) Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 

M Let us pray.  

Grant us, Lord, the spirit to think and do what is right that we, who 

cannot do anything that is good without you, may by your help be 

enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ, your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

C (spoken) Amen.  
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THE WORD 

Old Testament Reading:  Exodus 20:1-17 
Then God spoke all these words: 
2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from the land of Egypt, 
where you were slaves.  
3You shall have no other gods beside me. 4You shall not make any 
carved image for yourself or a likeness of anything in heaven above, or 
on the earth below, or in the waters under the earth. 5Do not bow 
down to them or be subservient to them, for I the LORD your God am a 
jealous God. I follow up on the guilt of the fathers with their children, 
their grandchildren, and their great-grandchildren, if they also hate 
me. 6But I show mercy to thousands who love me and keep my 
commandments. 
7You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will 
not permit anyone who misuses his name to escape unpunished. 
8Remember the Sabbath day by setting it apart as holy. 9Six days you 
are to serve and do all your regular work, 10but the seventh day shall 
be a sabbath rest to the LORD your God. Do not do any regular work, 
neither you, nor your sons or daughters, nor your male or female 
servants, nor your cattle, nor the alien who is residing inside your 
gates, 11for in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the 
sea, and everything that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. In 
this way the LORD blessed the seventh day and made it holy. 
12Honor your father and your mother so that you may spend many 
days on the land that the LORD your God is giving to you. 
13You shall not commit murder. 
14You shall not commit adultery. 
15You shall not steal. 
16You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, his male servant, his female servant, his ox, his donkey, 
or anything else that belongs to your neighbor. 
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Psalm 19 

  
 

The heavens declare the glory of God;* 

the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

 

Their voice goes out into all the earth,* 

their words to the ends of the world.   Refrain 

 

The law of the LORD is perfect,* 

giving joy to the heart. 

 

The commands of the LORD are radiant,* 

giving light to the eyes. 

 

They are more precious than gold;* 

they are sweeter than honey. 

 

By them is your servant taught;* 

in keeping them there is great reward.    Refrain 

 

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart* 

be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Redeemer. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen.   Refrain 
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New Testament Reading:  Romans 8:1-10 
So then, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. 2For in Christ Jesus, the law of the Spirit of life set me free from 
the law of sin and death. 3Indeed, what the law was unable to do, 
because it was weakened by the flesh, God did, when he sent his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to deal with sin. God condemned sin in 
his flesh, 4so that the righteous decree of the law would be fully 
satisfied in us who are not walking according to the flesh, but 
according to the spirit.  
 5To be sure, those who are in harmony with the sinful flesh think 
about things the way the sinful flesh does, and those in harmony with 
the spirit think about things the way the spirit does. 6Now, the way the 
sinful flesh thinks results in death, but the way the spirit thinks results 
in life and peace. 7For the mind-set of the sinful flesh is hostile to God, 
since it does not submit to God’s law, and in fact, it cannot. 8Those who 
are in the sinful flesh cannot please God.  
 9But you are not in the sinful flesh but in the spirit, if indeed God’s 
Spirit lives in you. And if someone does not have the Spirit of Christ, 
that person does not belong to Christ. 10But if Christ is in you, your 
body is dead because of sin, but your spirit is alive because of 
righteousness. 
 
Verse of the Day:  John 3:14,15 
Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man 
must be lifted up, 15so that everyone who believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. 
 
Gospel Reading:  John 2:13-22 
 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:  
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13The Jewish Passover was near, so Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
14In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, 
and money changers sitting at tables. 15He made a whip of cords and 
drove everyone out of the temple courts, along with the sheep and 
oxen. He scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned 
their tables. 16To those selling doves he said, “Get these things out of 
here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a place of business!” 
17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house 
will consume me.”  
18So the Jews responded, “What sign are you going to show us to prove 
you can do these things?” 
19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up again.” 
20The Jews said, “It took forty-six years to build this temple! And you 
are going to raise it in three days?” 21But Jesus was speaking about the 
temple of his body. 22When Jesus was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this. Then they believed the Scripture 
and what Jesus had said. 
 
After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is,  

 seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

 God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one being with the Father.  

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

 heaven,  

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

  and became fully human.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

 He suffered death and was buried.  

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the  

 Scriptures.  

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

 dead,  

 and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

 who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped  

  and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead   

 and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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SERMON TEXT:  Exodus 20:1-6 

JESUS WANTS GOD'S TEMPLE IN YOU TO BE CLEAN 

I.  He has the say as to why it should be clean.  

II.  He has a say as to what should be cleaned. 
  

After the sermon, the congregation sings:  
 

 

 



14 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins,  

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

  and the glory are yours  

  now and forever. Amen.  

 
THE SACRAMENT 

 

PREFACE 

 

M The Lord be with you.  
 
C And also with you.  

 

M Lift up your hearts.  
 
C We lift them up to the Lord.  

 

M Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
 
C It is good and right so to do.  

 

M It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 

places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,  

who brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the 

tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree 

would in turn by a tree be overcome. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 

and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 

“Drink from it, all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, 

which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

M The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C (spoken) Amen.  



16 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION  (no distribution hymn)  

 

St. John’s practices “member communion.” We ask, therefore, 

that only those who are members of St. John’s or another 

WELS/ELS congregation partake of the sacrament. 
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M  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.  

C And his mercy endures forever.  
 

M We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with 

this Holy Supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our 

faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in 

the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C (spoken) Amen.  
 
M The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.  

C (spoken) Amen.   
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This Week at St. John’s:  March 7, 2021 
SERVING US TODAY 
Greeters:  Lynda Urban & Tonia Urban 

Ushers:  Team 3- Dick Urban’s team 
Altar Guild:  Judy Quicker 

Donating Bulletins:  Craig & Rachel Anderson for Noah’s 
birthday 
Donating Website in March:  Lillian Foemmel in thanks for 

God’s love 
 
SERVING US WEDNESDAY 
Greeters:  Marilyn Shaw & Alice Glinski 

Ushers:  Team 1- Joel Zschernitz’ team 
Altar Guild:  Judy Quicker 
 
SERVING US NEXT SUNDAY 
Greeters:  Kathleen Quast & Lynda Hilliard 
Ushers:  Team 4- Rex Roehl’s team 
Altar Guild:  Jean Goetz & Ashley Leiterman 

CHURCH NEWS 

Sunday School:  Sunday School will be held today from 

10:15-11:30 in the school for Grades 1-8. Children in PreK and 
Kindergarten are invited down to the church basement from 
10:15-11:15 for a Bible story, activities, and play time.  

Bible Class:  Bible Class will be held as normal today. Please 
join us in the church basement after the worship service. 

Lent 2021 

Our fourth midweek Lenten worship service will be held at 
6:00 p.m. this Wednesday, March 10th. PLEASE NOTE THAT 
THE MID-WEEK SERVICE TIME IS 6:00 P.M. THIS YEAR.  

The theme for the Lenten services this year is “Hands of the 
Passion." Focus for this Wednesday is “Hands of Hypocrisy.” 

Offerings given in your special Lenten envelopes will go toward 
Home expenses. 

The videotaped Lenten services will be shown on Cable 

Thursday evenings at 7:00. 

Help Needed:  We would like to take this chance to offer a 
special “thank you” to our videotaping crew, Bob Cords, Ray 

Wetzel, and Carter Urban. Throughout this pandemic, we have 
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had more people relying on our taped worship services, either 
by watching them on Cable TV or online or by use of a DVD. 

Our crew has been doing a wonderful job!! 

If we had several other people who would be willing to help out 

by being in the rotation to tape our worship services, it would 
be extremely helpful!!!! So far one person has volunteered; 
thank you!! Are there several others who wouldn’t mind 

running the video camera during worship, on a rotating basis, 
to relieve some of the load from our current crew? Please, 

please consider whether this is something you could do! If 
you’re interested, please talk to Bob Cords or contact the 
office. Thank you! 

Easter Flowers:  Anyone interested in ordering flowers to 
glorify our risen Savior and beautify our church on Easter 

Sunday, please sign up on the sheet located on the table in the 
entryway by Sunday, March 28th. Money can be given to 
Charlene Siebert or Linda Biebert. Purchased flowers can be 

taken home after the service on Easter Sunday to grace your 
private Easter celebrations. If you aren't interested in a 

flowering plant but would still like to help beautify the altar, 
donations are gladly accepted. 

Book Fair:  Our LIGHTS group is sponsoring a book fair from 
Northwestern Publishing House. The books will be on display 
here in church starting today. 

Calendars:  March calendars are available on the table in the 
entryway. 

Special Gift:  $45.00 was given in memory of Florence 
Wiesner to the choir fund. Thank you! 

Baptism:  Our congratulations go out to Joe & Kayla Harder, 

whom the Lord has blessed with the gift of a newborn son, 
Henry Jesse, born on February 9. Henry was reborn as a child 

of God in a private Baptism ceremony yesterday.  

Our Sympathies:  Our prayers and sympathies go out to the 
family of Irv Marg, who was taken home to heaven on 

February 26th. His funeral service will be held on Saturday, May 
22nd at 11:00. Let’s keep his family in our prayers. 

Free-Will Donations:  Because of the continued Covid 
concerns, it was decided not to have special Lenten suppers. 
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Instead, a free-will offering will be collected on Wednesdays 
during Lent to support each service organization within our 

church that would normally have provided the suppers. Each 
Wednesday will be dedicated to one organization. 

Last Wednesday, donations totaling $78.00 were given to our 
choir/handbell groups. Thank you! This coming Wednesday 
donations will be taken for the Friends of St. John’s (school 

parent organization) to be used for school needs. 

If you’d like to donate to a particular organization and aren’t 

here for a Wednesday service, you can certainly make a 
donation at any time. Place your gift in the offering basket and 
designate it to the organization of your choice. 

Student of the Week:  The student of the week is 
Jesse Backaus. Jesse is in 3rd Grade. He is 

respectful, sets a good example in the classroom, 
is friendly, and always gets his work done. 
Congratulations Jesse! 

_________________________________ 

Council Highlights 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor reported on positive progress in 
adult instruction classes. 

Worship Elder:  A report was given on our continuing efforts 
to update our taped worship services for shut-ins and others. 
Please watch for further information as we continue to work 

through this. 

Youth & Family:  We are planning on having Day Camp this 

summer. Camp Phillip is not traveling to schools as they have 
done in the past, so we are planning on putting this together 
on our own. Watch for further details. 

School Board:  We are continuing to gather numbers and 
discuss plans to use the $15,000 Antioch grant we received. 

Watch for updates. 

The school board is studying the school calendar for the 2021-
22 year. We are planning to go back to normal 5-day weeks of 

school in the fall. 

Ministry Support:  Progress is being made toward the sale of 

Harry Channing’s house. 
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Treasurer:  The parsonage is in dire need of some repairs and 
updates, especially in the kitchen. We have started a fund. If 

you would like to donate toward this project, please mark your 
gift “parsonage repairs” and place it in the offering basket. 

_________________________________ 

NPH Flyers:  If you’re looking for confirmation, Mother’s Day, 
or other special occasion gifts, you may be interested in some 

of the products available from Northwestern Publishing House. 
Please feel free to pick up a flyer from the table in the 

entryway. 

WELS Weekly Prayer:  Luther Preparatory School – Lord 
Jesus, thank you for Luther Preparatory School’s long history 

of helping to encourage and prepare the next generation of 
WELS pastors, teachers, staff ministers, and missionaries. We 

pray that you would bless the 400 students who are currently 
enrolled that they may be moved to serve you wherever they 
go. Also guide the faculty and staff at Luther Prep as they lead 

these ministerial education efforts in your name. Amen. 

Sign up today for Marriage Moments:  Every marriage has 

its “moments.” That’s why marriages need moments of 
encouragement and refreshment. Marriage Moments are short, 

weekly videos highlighting one biblical marriage thought 
accompanied by a discussion question. Couples may subscribe 
to receive the videos in a weekly e-mail. Watch a video 

introduction and subscribe to receive the videos directly to 
your e-mail at  

welscongregationalservices.net/marriagemoments. 

WELS Family Devotions:  Get your family into God’s Word 
during the week! WELS has developed short devotions for the 

entire family to use. Each devotion comes complete with a set 
of questions for different age groups, a prayer, and hymn 

verses that can be sung or spoken. Downloadable printable 
versions are also available. Find the family devotions at 
wels.net/family-devotions. 

 

Worship the Lord with Gladness: 

Sunday Worship:  89 Wednesday Worship:  78 
Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth: 
Thankoffering Given Last Week:  $7,569.82 

http://welscongregationalservices.net/marriagemoments
http://wels.net/family-devotions
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St. John’s Lutheran Church & School 

711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI  54456 

Email:  stjohns1886@gmail.com   

Website:  www.stjohnsneillsville.com 

Facebook (church):  www.facebook.com/stjohnsneillsville/ 

Facebook (school):  www.facebook.com/stjohnshornets/ 

Tim Biebert, Pastor:  715-743-3015; 1fisheromen@gmail.com 

--Church Office:  715-743-2944 

Mike Allard, Principal:  715-937-7534; allardmj1@gmail.com 

--School Office:  715-743-2501 

John Hagedorn, Chairman:  715-743-4653; 

hagedornjohnw2@gmail.com 

Worship Schedule:  Sundays at 9:00am & Tuesdays at 6:00pm 

Worship Broadcast-Cable Ch. 977:  Sundays-10:30am & 
Mondays-7pm 

mailto:stjohns1886@gmail.com
http://www.stjohnsneillsville.com/
http://www.facebook.com/stjohnsneillsville/
file:///C:/Users/stjoh/Documents/Weekly%20Documents/Bulletins/2018/www.facebook.com/stjohnshornets/
mailto:1fisheromen@gmail.com
mailto:allardmj1@gmail.com
mailto:hagedornjohnw2@gmail.com
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"Welcome Visitors & Members!" 

To those who are visiting us for the first time, we extend our 

sincere welcome; to our friends who know us we renew our 

welcome; to those who seek a church home we invite you to be 

part of our family and enjoy fellowship with our Savior. 

To assist you in worship, personal listening devices are available 

for anyone to use. Please talk to the ushers for assistance.  

Visitors, if you would like to know more about our church or 

school, please introduce yourself to our pastor. He would be 

delighted to speak with you and serve you in whatever way he 

can. 

We love seeing young children in church as we want families to 

worship together. We also love to hear children making a "joyful 

noise to the Lord." If you need some privacy for feeding an infant 

or changing a diaper, please make use of our parents' room off the 

north side of the entryway where you can still listen to the service. 

 
 
 
 
 


