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Saints Triumphant Sunday 

November 17 & 19, 2019 
 

THE SEASON OF END TIME 

The Church Year comes a close in November with the season of End Time. In this 

season, we are reminded that we are living in the “last days” between Christ’s first 

coming at Christmas and his second coming on Judgment Day. The world could 

end at any time. For a believer, the end of his life or the end of the world is a 

wonderful thing! It means the beginning of a new and better existence in a much 

more glorious world than this one. 

 

OUR THEME FOR TODAY:  YOU HAVE AN EVERLASTING FAMILY 

Death is ugly. It does not matter if someone dies after a long, protracted fight 

with some illness or if they die peacefully in their sleep. Either way, the body goes 

into the ground and begins to decay. Either way, that person is gone, and their 

absence is constantly noticed.  

Death would be overwhelming were it not for the fact that, for the believer, Christ 

has completely transformed death. Death is not the end. For those who are part 

of Christ’s family, death is the beginning of a new and better life, one where the 

deceased has triumphed over sin and all its consequences.  

We thank God for this beautiful gospel truth—that Christians have an everlasting 

family. When Christian loved ones die, they are not “lost.” Something is lost when: 

a) you don’t know where it is, and therefore b) you will not see it again. We know 

exactly where our deceased Christian loved ones are. We look forward to being 

reunited with them soon.  

Today, we celebrate the Saints Triumphant—those believers who have died and 

been welcomed into their true home with Jesus. 
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Order of Worship 
 

CHILDREN SING:  “Take the World, But Give Me Jesus” 
 
OPENING HYMN — 551:1-3 (words printed below) 
 For all the saints who from their labors rest, 
 All who their faith before the world confessed, 
 Your name, O Jesus, be forever blest. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 You were their rock, their fortress, and their might; 
 You, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight 
 And in the darkness drear their one true light. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Oh, may your soldiers, faithful, true, and bold 
 Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old 
 And win with them the victor’s crown of gold. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

INVOCATION 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

2 Corinthians 13:13 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: I heard a voice from heaven say,  
 "Write:  Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord." 
C: "Yes," says the Spirit, "they will rest from their labor,  
 for their deeds will follow them." 

Revelation 14:13 
 
P: For the saints of the Most High will receive the kingdom  
 and will possess it forever — 
C: yes, for ever and ever! 

Daniel 7:18  
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
P: Beloved in the Lord,  
 we desire to one day join the saints triumphant in heaven.  
 Yet we have disobeyed God, and deserve only his wrath and punishment.  
 Therefore, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 

Father,  
 asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful,  
 and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
 I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  
 For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  
 But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:  
 Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us 
 and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  
 Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority,  
 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen! (spoken) 
 
P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 After a brief musical introduction, the congregation sings: 
 Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine! 
 We feebly struggle; they in glory shine, 
 Yet all are one within your grand design. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long, 
 Steals on the ear the distant triumph-song, 
 And hearts are brave again and arms are strong. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 The golden evening brightens in the west; 
 Soon, soon, to faithful warriors comes their rest. 
 Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Almighty God and Savior,  
 you have set the final day and hour  
 when we shall be delivered from this world of sin and death.  
 Keep us ever watchful for the coming of your Son  
 that we may sit with him  
 and all your holy ones at the marriage feast in heaven;  
 through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord,  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. (spoken) 

THE WORD   
Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 65:17-25 
In the New Jerusalem we will not experience the “former things” like death, crying, and pain. We will 
enjoy the company of our Christian family for all eternity. 
17Watch this! I am about to create new heavens and a new earth. 
The former things will not be remembered. 
They will not come to mind. 
18Instead, rejoice and celebrate forever, because of what I am creating. 
Watch this! I am about to create Jerusalem to be a source of gladness, 
and her people will be a source of joy. 
19I also will be glad because of Jerusalem, 
and I will rejoice over my people. 
The sound of weeping will not be heard in her again, 
nor will the sound of crying. 
20There will never again be an infant there who lives for only a few days, 
or an elderly man who does not fill out all his days, 
for one who dies at a hundred will be considered a young man, 
and one who fails to attain the age of one hundred will be regarded as cursed. 
21Then they will build houses and live in them. 
They will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22They will not build a house and have another person live in it. 
They will not plant and have another person eat the crop, 
for the days of my people will be like the days of a tree, 
and my chosen ones will enjoy all the work of their hands. 
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23They will not labor only to receive nothing, 
and they will not give birth to children doomed to disaster, 
for they will be offspring who are blessed by the LORD, 
and their descendants will be with them. 
24Then even before they call, I will answer. 
While they are still speaking, I will hear. 
25The wolf and the lamb will graze together, 
and lions will eat straw like cattle, 
but the serpent will eat dust as its food. 
They will not harm or destroy anywhere on my holy mountain, 
says the LORD. 

 
PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 150  (spoken responsively) 

P: Praise the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary; 
C: praise him in his mighty heavens. 
 
P: Praise him for his acts of power; 
C: praise him for his surpassing greatness.  
 
P: Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, 
C: praise him with the harp and lyre, 
 
P: praise him with timbrel and dancing, 
C: praise him with the strings and pipe, 
 
P: praise him with the clash of cymbals, 
C: praise him with resounding cymbals. 
 
P: Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. 
C: Praise the Lord. 
 
After a brief musical introduction, the congregation sings: 
 But then there breaks a yet more glorious day: 
 The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 
 The King of glory passes on his way. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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New Testament Reading:  Revelation 22:1-5 
The vastness of our heavenly home is beyond our comprehension.  We will live in our new home “for ever 
and ever.” 
1The angel showed me the river of the water of life, which was as clear as crystal, 
flowing from the throne of God and the Lamb. 2In the middle of the city’s street 
and on each side of the river was a tree of life that yielded twelve kinds of fruit. 
The tree yields its fruit every month, and its leaves are for the healing of the 
nations.  
3There will no longer be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in 
the city. His servants will worship him. 4They will see his face. His name will be on 
their foreheads. 5There will no longer be any night or any need for lamplight or 
sunlight, because the Lord God will shine on them. And they will reign forever and 
ever. 

 
Verse of the Day:  Revelation 7:15 
P: Alleluia! They are in front of the throne of God, and they serve him day and 

night in his temple. Alleluia!  
 
After a brief musical introduction, the congregation sings: 
 From earth’s wide bounds to ocean’s farthest coast 
 Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
 Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Gospel Reading:  Luke 20:27-38 
Through a parable Jesus teaches that on Judgment Day those who wasted their God-given gifts will have 
to give an account. Fortunately, when judging us, the Master will look at what Christ has done as our 
Savior. 
27Some of the Sadducees (who say there is no resurrection) came to him. 28They 
asked him a question, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies 
leaving a wife but no children, his brother should take the wife and raise up 
children for his brother. 29So there were seven brothers. The first took a wife and 
died childless. 30The second took her as a wife, 31and so did the third, and in the 
same way the seven died and left no children. 32Finally the woman died too. 33So 
in the resurrection, whose wife will she be? For the seven had her as a wife.”  
34Jesus said to them, “The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. 
35But those who are considered worthy to experience that age and the 
resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36In fact, they 
cannot die any more, for they are like the angels. They are sons of God, because 
they are sons of the resurrection.  
37“Even Moses showed in the account about the burning bush that the dead are 
raised, when he called the Lord: ‘The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.’ 38He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for all are alive to 
him.” 
 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! (spoken) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  728 (next page) 
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SERMON TEXT:  Revelation 22:1-5 
SERMON THEME:  WELCOME HOME -- YOU HAVE AN EVERLASTING 
FAMILY 
I. A family with everlasting origins. 
II. A family with everlasting blessings. 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THANK OFFERING  
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PRAYERS 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  with commemoration for the faithfully departed 

P: With thanksgiving and praise, O Lord, we remember all your faithful servants 
who throughout the ages have witnessed to your name:  the mighty and the 
lowly, great leaders and humble men and women, those who have served you 
in prosperity and those who in the day of trouble have not failed. We rejoice 
that they now rest from their labors in your presence.  

C: You are the rest of the blessed dead. We thank you for all who have died in 
the peace of Christ. We thank you for those whom you gave to our 
congregation for a time as a blessing but have now called home. We 
remember their names before you. 

P: Harvey Neuendorf, Don Lawrence, Kennedy Wilson, Audrey Meyer, Lorraine 
Flynn, Samuel Strangfeld, and June Schnabel. 

 Silent prayer as we remember other members of the saints triumphant 

P: Heavenly Father, we recall with gratitude what you have done for us and for 
your Church through these saints. May their good works, which were 
prompted by your love in Christ and performed to your glory while here on 
earth, encourage us to live for you. As we join our worship and work with 
theirs, may we acknowledge ourselves to be part of that great cloud of 
witnesses from every age and place.  

C: Unite all your people in the true faith, in the hope of an eternity at your 
side, and in the love that reveals us to be your children. 

P: Through your Word, remind us who have not yet reached heaven that we 
remain part of the saints militant. Fill us with your Spirit, so that we continue 
to wage war for you, as our Christian forefathers did—battling against our 
sinful flesh, winning souls for Christ, and combating the deadly influence of 
Satan in this world.  

C: Uphold your promise to use your Word and Sacraments to keep us in the 
faith so that, when our work on earth is done, we may join the saints 
triumphant.  

 Special prayers and petitions may follow 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins,  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 
 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. (spoken) 
 

CLOSING HYMN — 549 
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Ministry Notes  

SERVING US TODAY 

Greeters:   

Betty Nemitz & Dianne Buettner 

Ushers:   

Team 3- Dick Urban’s team 

Organist:   

Judy Trunkel 

Altar Committee:   

Carol Anason & Charlene Siebert 

Donating Bulletins:   

Kenny & Karen Mohr in memory of Emil & 

Meta Wetzel 

SERVING US NEXT SUNDAY 

Greeters:   

Lynn Crothers & Janice Suckow 

Ushers:   

Team 4- Rex Roehl’s team 

Organist:   

Judy Trunkel 

Altar Committee:   

Pat Strangfeld 

November Visitation:  Gloria Hamm 

Donating Website in November: 

Gloria Hamm 
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 ~Opportunities to Grow & Serve at St. John's This Week~
Sunday Nov 17: 

Saints Triumphant Worship Service     9:00 a.m. 

Grades K-8 sing 

Sunday School & Bible Class      10:15 a.m. 
 

Monday Nov 18: 

Adult Instruction Class       1:00 p.m. 

Exercise Class        5:00 p.m. 

Dartball at St. John’s       8:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday Nov 19: 

Adult Instruction Class       4:30 p.m. 

Worship Service        6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday Nov 20: 

Chapel         8:15 a.m. 

NRC Devotion        10:00 a.m. 

Confirmation Class       3:45  p.m. 

Exercise Class        5:00 p.m. 

NO BIBLE CLASS 
 

Thursday Nov 21: 

OWLS         12:00 p.m. 

Faculty Meeting        3:15 p.m. 

Handbells         6:00 p.m. 

Choir         7:00 p.m. 
 

Fri-Sun Nov 22-24: 

Pastor Biebert on Vacation 
 

Sunday Nov 24: 

Christ the King Worship Service     9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School        10:15 a.m. 

NO BIBLE CLASS 
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Worship: 
Hearing the Word that gives true life: 

Sunday (127); Tuesday (15). 

“Let us not give up meeting together, as 

some are in the habit of doing, but let us 

encourage one another—and all the more as 

you see the Day approaching.” Heb. 10:25 

Our gifts for bringing the good news of 

forgiveness to priceless souls: 

Given last week to Home:   $  6,128.34 

Needed per week:  $  7,500.00 

Owed on Line of Credit: $  5,986.41 

“Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 

bring an offering and come into his courts. 

Worship the Lord in the splendor of his 

holiness!” Psalm 96:8,9 

Worship: 
Thanksgiving:  We will join together to 

give thanks to our gracious Lord in a 
special worship service at 9:00 a.m. on 

Thanksgiving Day, November 28th. 
Please invite your family, friends, and 
relatives to join us for that special 

service.  

Thanksgiving Offering:  Offerings 

given in the special Thanksgiving 
envelopes will go toward Missions. 

Christmas Decorating:  Come and 

help decorate our house of worship for 
the Advent/Christmas season! Join us on 
Saturday, December 7th, at 8:30 as 

we put up Christmas decorations and 
trees. Many hands make the work go 

quickly! 

 

Adult Discipleship: 
Sunday Bible Class:  Sunday Bible 

Class will be held this morning. Please 
join us in the church basement after the 

service as we continue our look at the 
book of Colossians. 

No Bible Class 11/24:  Because Pastor 
Biebert will be on vacation next Sunday, 
WE WILL NOT BE HAVING BIBLE CLASS. 

Wednesday Bible Class:  There will 

be no Wednesday Bible Class until next 
spring. Watch for updates in your 

bulletins. 

Advent Devotions:  We received 25 

free Advent devotion booklets as a gift 

from the Martin Luther College campus 
family. The booklets contain daily 

devotions for the season of Advent, 
starting December 1 and going through 
December 25. Please feel free to take 

one home. 

Advent for Women:  Our LIGHTS 

group is sponsoring Advent for Women 

on Saturday, December 7th, at 2:00 p.m. 
The program for this year is called “An 

Evening with Isaiah.” Enjoy devotion and 
fellowship while refocusing on our Savior 
during the busy Christmas season. 

Invitations are available this morning. 
Please RSVP to the church office by 

calling 715-743-2501. We hope many 
ladies can attend. 
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Youth & Family: 
Candy Bags:  We have volunteers who 

are willing to put together candy bags to 
be handed out to the children after their 

Christmas program. They are in need of 
donations to help cover the cost of the 

candy. If anyone would like to donate 
toward this, please place your gift in an 
envelope marked “Christmas bags” and 

put it in the offering basket. Thanks! 

Youth Group:  Living Stones Youth 

Group will meet this evening at St. 

John’s Christie at 5:00 p.m. for supper, 
games, and a movie. All teens in 8th-12th 

grades are encouraged to bring a 
friend(s) and come for the fellowship 
and fun. Questions? Call or text Linda 

Biebert at 715-819-0455. 

Fellowship: 
GPS:  Our GPS group will be having a 

brief meeting right after church next 

Sunday, November 24th. Items up for 
discussion include flowers for shut-ins 
and the future of our membership in 

LWMS (Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
Society). Anyone who wishes to be 

involved in the discussion is welcome to 
attend the meeting. 

School: 
Hot Lunch Program:  Thanks very 

much to those who have made generous 

donations to our hot lunch program. 
Please see the list of needed items 

below: 

Hamburger (no more than 20% fat 

content); 100% fruit juice (canned or 

frozen); butter; napkins; Regular, Fat-
Free or Light Ranch dressing (any 

brand); Dry cereals (these brands only 
please, as some others are not usable 

with the USDA Food Program)-Life 
(Regular or Cinnamon); Kix (any flavor); 
Honey Nut Cheerios; Regular Cheerios. 

12/15-Christmas Service:  All 

students in grades K-8 will be presenting 
their children’s Christmas service on 

Sunday, December 15th at 9:00 a.m. 
That will take the place of our regular 

worship service that day. 

12/17-ELC Christmas Service:  We 

will be having a special Christmas 

service for our Early Learning Center 
students (toddlers, 3K, 4K). The 
program is titled, “To Bethlehem.” The 

children will be presenting this service 
on Tuesday, December 17, at 6:00 p.m. 

in the church in place of our regular 
Tuesday evening worship service. All are 
invited to attend. 

Christmas Service Music:  We are 

looking for students who would be 
willing to play or sing pre-service music 

for our children’s Christmas service on 
December 15th. If your son or daughter 

would like to participate, please talk to 
Mrs. Sternitzky, or you may call the 
school office at 715-743-2501. 
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Hornet Gear:  Today is the last day 

to submit your order for Hornet 

apparel. We will do another order in the 
spring. Online ordering link: 
https://19stjohns.itemorder.com 

Student of the Week:  
The “Student of the 
Week” this week is Anna 

Cortez. Anna is in 1st 
Grade. She is respectful, 

friendly, gets her work 
done, and is always 

ready to chat. Congratulations, Anna! 

Other: 
Special Gifts:  $255.00 was given to 

the undesignated memorial fund by 
family and friends in memory of Audrey 

Meyer. Thank you! 

Hospitalized:  Irv Marg was 

hospitalized this past week after a fall, 

and was recuperating at Neillsville Care 
and Rehab. He was scheduled to go 
home yesterday or today. Let’s keep him 

in our prayers. 

Funeral:  The funeral for June 

Schnabel, who was taken home to 

heaven this past Thursday, will be held 
here this Tuesday at 11:00. Let’s keep 

her family in our prayers as they look 
forward to a blessed reunion in heaven. 

Meditations:  The new edition of 

“Meditations,” which starts December 
1st, is available in the tract rack by the 
front entrance doors. Please consider a 

$3.50 donation to help our GPS cover 
the cost of providing these booklets. 

NPH News:  Share the gift of God’s 

Word this Christmas! Discover the 

Christ-centered books and gifts from 
Northwestern Publishing House that will 
help you and your loved ones further 

proclaim, “’Tis His season!”. If you’re 
interested in seeing what NPH has to 

offer, please take a flyer from the table 
in the entryway. 

Northland Fruit/Gift Boxes:  On the 

table in the entryway you will find 
information and order forms from 
Northland Lutheran High School for their 

annual fruit/gift box sale. Orders are due 
by December 1st. You may give your 

order forms and payment to Linda 
Biebert. 

WELS Weekly Prayer:  Christmas 

evangelism – Our Savior Jesus Christ, 
we cannot go shopping at this time of 
the year without being reminded that 

Christmas is coming. We know that this 
holiday is the celebration of your birth, 

our God who became fully human to 
take away the sins of the world. Sadly, 
we realize that not everyone knows this 

good news even though it is for all 
people. Bless our congregation and our 

synod as we strive to bring this gospel 
about the Savior to the people living 
around us. Empower each of us to invite 

someone to worship Christ, the newborn 
King, along with us. By your grace, bring 

many more to hear the true message of 
Jesus Christ, which alone can bring true 

joy to the people of this world. We pray 
in the name of Christ, who became our 
brother to save us all. Amen. 

https://19stjohns.itemorder.com/
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St. John’s Lutheran Church & School 
711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI  54456 

Email:  stjohns1886@gmail.com 
Website:  www.stjohnsneillsville.com 

Facebook (church):  www.facebook.com/stjohnsneillsville/ 
Facebook (school):  www.facebook.com/stjohnshornets/ 

Tim Biebert, Pastor:  715-743-3015; 1fisheromen@gmail.com 
--Church Office:  715-743-2944 

Mike Allard, Principal:  715-937-7534; allardmj1@gmail.com 
--School Office:  715-743-2501 

John Hagedorn, Chairman:  715-743-4653; willdraw@tds.net 

Worship Schedule:   
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m.  

Worship Broadcast on Cable Channel 977:   
Sundays at 10:30 a.m. & Mondays at 7 p.m.  

"Welcome Visitors & Members!"  To those who are visiting us for the first time, we 
extend our sincere welcome; to our friends who know us we renew our welcome; to 
those who seek a church home we invite you to be part of our family and enjoy 
fellowship with our Savior. 

To assist you in worship, both personal listening devices & large print hymns are 
available for anyone to use. Please talk to the ushers for assistance. Members and 
Visitors, please sign the Friendship Registers in the pews either before the service or 
during the offering. 

Visitors, if you would like to know more about our church or school, please introduce 
yourself to our pastor. He would be delighted to speak with you and serve you in 
whatever way he can. 

We love seeing young children in church as we want families to worship together. 
We also love to hear children making a "joyful noise to the Lord." However, should you 
need some privacy, please make use of our parents' room off the north side of the 
entryway where you can still listen to the service. 

mailto:stjohns1886@gmail.com
http://www.stjohnsneillsville.com/
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