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Pentecost 14 

Sep 15 & 17, 2019 
“Welcome!” 

Christian faith heeds Jesus' warning -- 
The door to heaven is narrow. 

 
Almighty God, we praise you for the gracious 
rule of your Son, Jesus Christ. Let his kingdom 
come to us and to all people so that the whole 
earth may know his saving help and be filled 
with his glory, who with you and the Holy 
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

Order of Service 
Order of Worship:    pg. 15 
 

Opening Hymn:  339 
 

Psalm:    72, pg. 4 
 
Hymn of the Day:  431 
 

Sermon Text:  Luke 13:22-30 
HEAVEN'S DOOR IS NARROW  
I.  That poses a problem for "many."  
II.  That makes for a great feast for the 
"thin." 
 
Offering Hymn:  none today 
 
Closing Hymn:    405:1,5,6 

Old Test. Reading:  Judges 7:1-8 
Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the 
people who were with him set out and 
camped by the Spring of Harod. The Midianite 
camp was north of him, in the valley below 
the Hill of Moreh. 
2The Lord said to Gideon, “There are too 
many people with you for me to give Midian 
into your hands. If I did that, Israel would 
glorify itself at my expense and say, ‘My own 
hand has delivered me.’ 3So then, make an 
announcement for the people to hear: 
‘Whoever is trembling with fear, can return 
home and fly away from Mount Gilead.’” 
Twenty-two thousand people turned and left. 
Only ten thousand remained. 
4The Lord said to Gideon, “There are still too 
many people. Lead them down to the water, 
and there I will refine them further for you. If 
I tell you, ‘This one will go with you,’ he may 
go with you, but if I say to you, ‘This one will 
not go with you,’ he must not go.” 
5So Gideon led the people down to the water, 
and the Lord said to Gideon, “Place everyone 
who laps water with his tongue, as a dog 
would lap, to one side. Place everyone who 
kneels down to drink on the other side.” 6The 
number of those who lapped—those who put 
their hands to their mouths—was three 
hundred men, while all the rest of the people 
knelt down to drink water. 
7The Lord said to Gideon, “With the three 
hundred men who lapped I will deliver you, 
and I will give Midian into your hand. As for 
all the other people, let each man go back to 
his place.” 
8The men who had been chosen took 
provisions in hand, along with their ram’s 
horns, but Gideon sent every other Israelite 
man back to his own tent. He kept only the 
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three hundred men. The camp of Midian lay 
below him in the valley. 
 
New Test. Reading:  Romans 9:1–9    
I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not 
lying—my conscience testifies with me in the 
Holy Spirit 2that I have great sorrow and 
continuous pain in my heart. 3For I almost 
wish that I myself could be cursed and 
separated from Christ in place of my brothers, 
my relatives according to the flesh, 4those 
who are Israelites. Theirs are the adoption as 
sons, the glory, the covenants, the giving of 
the law, the worship, and the promises. 
5Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them, 
according to the flesh, came the Christ, who is 
God over all, eternally blessed. Amen.  
6This does not mean that God’s word has 
failed, because not all who are descended 
from Israel are really Israel, 7and not all who 
are descended from Abraham are really his 
children. On the contrary, “Your line of 
descent will be traced through Isaac.” 8This 
means that it is not the children of the flesh 
who are God’s children, but it is the children 
of the promise who are counted as his 
descendants. 9For this is what the promise 
said: “I will arrive at this set time, and Sarah 
will have a son.” 
 
Verse of the Day:  2 Timothy 1:10b 
Alleluia! Our Savior Christ Jesus abolished 
death and brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel. Alleluia! 
 
Gospel Reading:  Luke 13:22–30  
22 Then Jesus went through the towns and 
villages, teaching as he made his way to 
Jerusalem. 23 Someone asked him, “Lord, are 
only a few people going to be saved?”  

He said to them, 24 “Make every effort to 
enter through the narrow door, because 
many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not 
be able to. 25 Once the owner of the house 
gets up and closes the door, you will stand 
outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the 
door for us.’  
“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or 
where you come from.’  
26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with 
you, and you taught in our streets.’  
27 “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or 
where you come from. Away from me, all you 
evildoers!’  
28 “There will be weeping there, and 
gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham,  
Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the 
kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown 
out. 29 People will come from east and west 
and north and south, and will take their 
places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 30 
Indeed there are those who are last who will 
be first, and first who will be last.”  
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Ministry Notes  

SERVING US TODAY 

Greeters:   

Jim Simek & Pat Strangfeld 

Ushers:   

Team 2- Verlyn Shaw’s team 

Organist:   

Judy Trunkel 

Altar Committee:   

Linda Biebert & Megan Allard 

Donating Bulletins:   

Virginia Marg & Janice Suckow in memory 

of their parents Arthur & Helen Tews 

 

 

 

 

SERVING US NEXT SUNDAY 

Communion Helpers: 

Clinton Urban and John Hagedorn 

Greeters:   

Betty Nemitz & Darci Mahoney 

Ushers:   

Team 3- Dick Urban’s team 

Organist:   

Judy Trunkel 

Altar Committee:   

Pat Strangfeld 

September Visitation:  Bob & Eileen Bell 

 

Donating Website in September: 

Henry & Julie Berry 
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 ~Opportunities to Grow & Serve at St. John's This Week~
Today Sep 15: 

Worship Service         9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School & Bible Class      10:15 a.m. 

 

Mon-Tues Sep 16-17: 

Seminary Symposium (Pastor Gone) 

 

Monday Sep 16: 

HIS Meeting        5:30 p.m. 

 

Tuesday Sep 17: 

Worship Service        6:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday Sep 18: 

Chapel         8:15 a.m. 

NRC Devotion        10:00 a.m. 

Confirmation Class       3:45 p.m. 

Exercise Class        5:00 p.m. 

Bible Class        6:00 p.m. 

 

Thursday Sep 19: 

OWLS         12:00 p.m. 

NO HANDBELL PRACTICE 

Choir         7:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday Sep 22: 

Cont. Communion Service      9:00 a.m. 

Grades K-8 sing 

Sunday School & Bible Class      10:15 p.m. 
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Worship: 
Hearing the Word that gives true life: 

Saturday (82); Sunday (70); Tuesday (8). 

“Let us not give up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but let us 

encourage one another—and all the more as 
you see the Day approaching.” Heb. 10:25 

Our gifts for bringing the good news of 

forgiveness to priceless souls: 

Given last week to Home:   $  6,212.00 

Needed per week:  $  7,500.00 

Borrowed from line  

of credit last week:  -0- 

Owed on line of credit: $61,738.08 

Amount left to borrow: $  8,261.92 

“Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
bring an offering and come into his courts. 

Worship the Lord in the splendor of his 
holiness!” Psalm 96:8,9 

Worship: 
Communion:  Next Sunday we will 

celebrate the Lord’s Supper using the 

continuous method of distribution. 

Handbells:  Adult Handbell Choir 

members, please note that we WILL NOT 

be having handbell rehearsal this week. 

We will have our first rehearsal on 
Thursday, September 26 at 6:00 p.m. 

Please make this change to your 

calendars. 

Adult Choir:  Choir rehearsals start up 

again THIS THURSDAY at 7:00. More 
voices are needed and would be much 

appreciated. Do you like to sing? Please 

consider joining us! 

WELCOME HOME SUNDAY:  GOD 

SPEAKS AND REALITY RESULTS 
“God said, ‘Let there be light’” (Genesis 

1:3). God wasn’t simply expressing a 

wish, like walking into a dark home and 
saying, “Let’s turn some lights on.” God 

was calling a new reality into existence. 

“And there was light.” When God speaks, 
reality results. 

When God tells you that you are a saint, 

you might want to say, “But, I sin every 
day!” True enough, but God has spoken. 

He sent his Son to live, die, and rise for 

you, creating a new reality. In your 

baptism, God himself spoke to you, 
telling you that you are pure and 

blameless. And when God speaks, reality 

results. 

Throughout Scripture, God refers to 

believers as a family. That is more than 

metaphor. That is God calling a new 

reality into existence. Our privilege and 
responsibly is to seize the power given 

us through our baptism and live out that 

reality. We are called by Christ to show 
the same level of love and self-sacrifice 

that we would show to biological kin. 

On October 20th, we will be holding 
Welcome Home Sunday. Welcome Home 

Sunday is a celebration of this reality. 

On that day, we praise God for giving a 

spiritual family… a spiritual home. Our 
goal for that Sunday is to make it into 

something of a spiritual family reunion. 

We want to have 100% of our members 
in attendance. Why? Because God has 

told us we are family. And when God 

speaks, reality results. Please, set aside 
that date and join your brothers and 

sisters in Christ! 
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Adult Discipleship: 
Sunday Bible Class:  Sunday Bible 

Class starts up again TODAY. Bible Class 

is held in the church basement from 
10:15-11:15. All of you are invited to 

attend. This year we will be going 

through the book of Colossians. Please 

join us for another year of Sunday Bible 
Class! 

Wednesday Bible Class:  Wednesday 

Bible Class will be starting up again this 
Wednesday, September 18th. This 

year we will be going through a new 

series titled “Timely Topics, Timeless 
Truths.” 

Does it seem like you’re swimming 

upstream against the rushing river of 
society’s thinking? You believe one 

thing, but so many around you believe 

something foreign to your faith. How are 

you going to speak intelligently—and yet 
faithfully and lovingly hold to God’s 

Word—on matters that everyone is 

talking about today? Come to our new 
study on Timely Topics, Timeless Truths 

to become prepared to speak the truth 

in a spirit of Christian love. 

We hope many of you can join us. We 

will meet from 6:00-7:00 in the church 

basement. 

Fellowship: 
OWLS:  Our OWLS group will be having 

their first get-together of the new school 
year this coming Thursday, 

September 19, in the church basement 

starting at noon. OWLS (Organization of 
WELS Lutheran Seniors) is meant for 

anyone age 55 and over and their 

spouse. The OWLS enjoy a meal, discuss 
business, play cards, and enjoy each 

other’s company. In the past several of 

our OWLS members have attended the 

OWLS Conventions, which are held in 
the fall. Never been to OWLS before? 

Please consider yourself invited to come. 

Hope to see you there!! (We will have a 
pot-luck lunch; please bring your own 

plates and utensils.) 

LWMS Fall Rally:  The LWMS Fall 

Rally will be held on Saturday, October 

12th. Pastor Jonathon Leach, Chairman 

East Asia will be speaking.  

The fields are ripe for harvest. There are 

growing security concerns for our work 

in China. In spite of this, much like the 

early Christian church in the book of 
Acts, the Chinese church is growing and 

leaders are stepping forward. 

Come and learn more about this exciting 
harvest field and join us in praying for 

the 1 billion souls there who do not yet 

know Jesus. 

Watch for flyers giving more details. 

Youth & Family: 
Sunday School:  Another year of 

Sunday School classes start TODAY. 

Classes are open to all children age 3 

through 8th grade, and will be held from 
10:15 to 11:30 in the school.  

We have decided to adjust the schedule 
slightly this year. Children ages 3, 4, 

and 5 will have class from 10:15-11:00, 

while children in grades 1-8 will have 
class from 10:15-11:30. Parents, if you 
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have children in both age groups and 

you also attend Bible Class, you are 
invited to bring your young children 

down to the church basement play area 

at 11:00 where they can play quietly 

and you can finish Bible Class. 

We hope this new arrangement works 
out well for everyone. We feel the 

younger students will appreciate the 

shorter class time, and since we only 

have two Sunday School teachers it will 
give them more time to focus on the 

older age groups. Thanks for your 

understanding and cooperation! 

Living Stones Youth Group:  All 

teens in grades 8-12 are invited to our 

first youth group activity of the school 
year – a picnic and hike at Wildcat 

Mound, Sunday, September 22nd. Meet 

after church at St. John’s, Christie 
(about 11:30 a.m.), or at 11:45 a.m. 

here at St. John’s, Neillsville, to carpool 

to Wildcat Mound. Lunch will be 

provided. Bring a friend and come for an 
afternoon of spiritual growth, fun, and 

fellowship! Any questions? Call or text 

Linda Biebert at 715-819-0455. 

HIS:  Our HIS (Hands in Service) group 

will be meeting tomorrow evening at 

5:30. The group is currently working on 
planning our Trunk or Treat event and 

the Gala/Auction coming up in 

November. Would you like to help out 

with these events? Please consider 
yourself invited to attend the meeting 

tomorrow evening. 

 

School: 
ELC Happy Birthday Family Nite:  
We will be having a family night, 

celebrating the one-year anniversary of 
the ELC, on Friday, September 27th. 

Dinner will be provided at 5:30, and 

activities will start at 6:00. The evening 

is meant for children in our Early 
Learning Center up to 2nd grade and 

their families. We hope many of you can 

make it! 

Seal-A-Smile:  Clark County Seal-A-

Smile is offering a complimentary 

preventive dental sealant program for 
ALL children in K-8th grade. A licensed 

dental provider will come to the school 

to provide the sealant program at no 
charge to parents. This will take place 

tomorrow. 

Hot Lunch Program:  Thanks very 

much to those who have made generous 

donations to our hot lunch program. We 

are definitely putting them to good use, 

including the laptop computer that was 
generously donated! The list of needed 

items has been updated. Please see 

below: 

Brownie or cake mixes; Regular, Fat-

Free or Light Ranch dressing (any 

brand); Dry cereals (these brands only 
please, as some others are not usable 

with the USDA Food Program)-Life 

(Regular or Cinnamon); Kix (any flavor); 

Honey Nut Cheerios; Regular Cheerios; 
two waffle irons; forks and spoons. 
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Camp Phillip Trip:  Students in 

grades 6-8 will be attending an 
overnight field trip to Camp Phillip in 

Wautoma this Thursday and Friday. 

Student of the 

Week:  The “Student 

of the Week” this 

week is Jesse 
Backaus. Jesse is in 

2nd Grade. Since the 

beginning of the 
school year he has 

been setting a good 

example for his fellow 
classmates, follows 

the rules, and is a good helper. 

Congratulations, Jesse! 

Other: 
Seminary Symposium:  Pastor 

Biebert will be gone tomorrow and 
Tuesday attending a Symposium on 

Christian Apologetics at Wisconsin 

Lutheran Seminary.  

FIC:  The September edition of “Forward 

in Christ” is available in the entryway. 

A Semi-Formal Gala and Auction:  
The HIS group is planning a Semi-

Formal Gala and Auction event. The 

event will benefit St. John’s ELC 
playground project to raise funds for 

jungle gym equipment meant for kids 

ages infant - preschool. 

Items for bid at the auction are needed 
by November and the HIS group is 

seeking your creativity! Do you have a 

God-given talent for crafting, 

woodworking, arranging gift baskets, 
putting together a vacation package, 

etc…? If you would like to create and 

donate any item for the auction please 

notify Darlene Zschernitz at 715-743-
6222 or Becca Biebert 507-766-1159. 

(Details on the Gala’s date and location 

will be announced at a later date.) 

Special Gifts:  $1,000 was given to 

Home by Ken & Jean Goetz for their 61st 

wedding anniversary this past Friday. 
Thank you! 

Keep In Your Prayers:  Please keep 

Lee & Sierra Strangfeld in your prayers. 
On Thursday, September 5, their 

newborn son Samuel Lee was taken 

home to heaven. A small private service 
was held at Gesche Funeral Home 

yesterday. We pray that God will 

comfort them at this difficult time with 

the knowledge that their son is enjoying 
the bliss of heaven. 

WELS Weekly Prayer:  Commission 

on Inter-Church Relations – Lord Jesus, 
we praise you for building your Church 

despite all the obstacles the devil and 

the world try to set up. Thank you for 
the 34 church bodies in fellowship with 

WELS around the world. Bless the efforts 

of the WELS Commission on Inter-
Church Relations as they work to 

establish, preserve, and strengthen the 

bond of confessional fellowship with 

these and other churches. Amen. 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church & School 
711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI  54456 

Email:  stjohns1886@gmail.com 
Website:  www.stjohnsneillsville.com 

Facebook (church):  www.facebook.com/stjohnsneillsville/ 
Facebook (school):  www.facebook.com/stjohnshornets/ 

Tim Biebert, Pastor:  715-743-3015; 1fisheromen@gmail.com 
--Church Office:  715-743-2944 

Mike Allard, Principal:  715-937-7534; allardmj1@gmail.com 
--School Office:  715-743-2501 

John Hagedorn, Chairman:  715-743-4653; willdraw@tds.net 

Worship Schedule:   
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m.  

Worship Broadcast on Cable Channel 98 or 977:   
Sundays at 10:30 a.m. & Mondays at 7 p.m.  

"Welcome Visitors & Members!"  To those who are visiting us for the first time, we 
extend our sincere welcome; to our friends who know us we renew our welcome; to 
those who seek a church home we invite you to be part of our family and enjoy 
fellowship with our Savior. 

To assist you in worship, both personal listening devices & large print hymns are 
available for anyone to use. Please talk to the ushers for assistance. Members and 
Visitors, please sign the Friendship Registers in the pews either before the service or 
during the offering. 

Visitors, if you would like to know more about our church or school, please introduce 
yourself to our pastor. He would be delighted to speak with you and serve you in 
whatever way he can. 

We love seeing young children in church as we want families to worship together. 
We also love to hear children making a "joyful noise to the Lord." However, should you 
need some privacy, please make use of our parents' room off the north side of the 
entryway where you can still listen to the service. 
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