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Pentecost 16  --  September 20 & 22, 2020 
“Welcome Visitors and Members!” 

(Visitors, you may find helpful information on the back cover.) 
Focus:  The Church fulfills her role as her brother's keeper. 
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M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed 

to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But 

I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, 

have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 



4 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

Kyrie 

 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, 

hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O 

Christ. 

 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your 

tender care: 
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M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

The minister says the Prayer of the Day. 

 

THE WORD 

Old Testament Reading:  Ezekiel 33:7-11 
7But I have appointed you, son of man, to be a watchman for the house of Israel. So 
whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you are to warn them from me. 8When I say to a 
wicked man, “Wicked man, you shall surely die,” if you do not speak to warn the wicked man 
against his way, that wicked man will die because of his guilt, but I will also hold you 
responsible for his blood. 9But if you do warn the wicked man to turn from his way, and he 
does not turn from his way, he will die because of his guilt, but you will have saved your life. 
10So you, son of man, say the following to the house of Israel. 
This is what you people are saying: “Certainly our rebellion and our sins weigh us down, and 
because of them we are rotting away. How then can we live?” 11Say to them, “As I live, 
declares the LORD God, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the 
wicked turn from their way and live. Turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why 
should you die, O house of Israel? 
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New Testament Reading:  Galatians 2:11-21 
11But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly 
wrong. 12For before some people came from James, he ate with the Gentiles. But when those 
people came, he drew back and separated himself, because he feared those from the 
circumcision group. 13And the rest of the Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, with the result 
that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy. 14But when I saw that they were 
not acting according to the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of all of them, “If 
you, a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, why do you compel the Gentiles to live 
like the Jews?” 
15“We are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners. 16We know that a person is not justified by 
the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ. So we also believed in Christ Jesus that 
we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because no one will 
be justified by the works of the law. 17But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we 
ourselves were also found to be sinners, then is Christ a servant of sin? Certainly not! 
18“In fact, if I build up again those things that I destroyed, I bring on myself the judgment of 
being a lawbreaker. 19Indeed, through the law I died to the law that I might live for God. 20I 
have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I am now 
living in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21I 
do not regard the grace of God as nothing. As a matter of fact, if righteousness is through the 
law, then Christ died for nothing! 
 
Verse of the Day:  Philippians 4:4 
Alleluia! Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again: rejoice! Alleluia! 
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Gospel Reading:  Matthew 18:15-20 
15“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his sin just between the two of you. If he 
listens to you, you have regained your brother. 16But if he will not listen, take one or two 
others along with you, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or 
three witnesses.’ 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And, if he refuses to 
listen even to the church, then treat him as an unbeliever or a tax collector. 18Amen I tell you: 
Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed in heaven. 19Amen I tell you again: If two of you on earth agree to ask for anything, 
it will be done for them by my Father who is in heaven. 20In fact where two or three have 
gathered together in my name, there I am among them.” 
 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
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SERMON TEXT:  Matthew 18:15-20  

GIVE CHRISTIANITY A GOOD NAME  

I. As you individually react to sin as Christ would.  

II. As you collectively unite yourself to Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins,  

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

  and the glory are yours  

  now and forever. Amen.  

 
THE SACRAMENT 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with 

every spiritual blessing. 

He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us when we 

are weak. 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 

authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 

thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

Sanctus 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  

 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

 
DISTRIBUTION  (no distribution hymn)  
 
St. John’s practices “member communion.” We ask, therefore, that only those who 

are members of St. John’s or another WELS/ELS congregation partake of the 

sacrament. 
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THANKSGIVING 

THANK THE LORD 

 
 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may 

glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long 

for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge 

of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
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This Week at St. John’s:  September 20, 2020 
SERVING US TODAY: 
Greeters:  Lamoine & Carol Anason 

Ushers:  Team 4- Rex Roehl’s team 
Altar Guild:  Jean Goetz & Ashley Leiterman 

Donating Bulletins:  the children of Arthur & Helen Tews in their memory 
Donating Website in September:  Pat & Alice Glinski for their anniversary 
 
SERVING US NEXT SUNDAY 
Greeters:  Linda Biebert & Jenny Pagenkopf 
Ushers:  Team 1- Joel Zschernitz’ team 
Altar Guild:  Rachel Anderson & Jenny Shadrick 

CHURCH NEWS 

Communion Today:  Because we did not have it last Sunday, we will be 

celebrating the Lord’s Supper today. 

Sunday School:  Sunday School starts today. We will have class for Grades 1-8. 

Sunday School will be held in the school from 10:15-11:30.  

Bible Class:  Sunday Bible Class starts today right here in the church proper from 
10:15-11:15. Because we have had members express an interest in going over 

our core beliefs and teachings as a refresher course, that is what we will be doing 
on Sundays. You are all invited to attend Bible Class. 

If you have 3-year-old through Kindergarten age children, you may be happy to 
know that we have an adult volunteer, Linda Biebert, who is willing to supervise 
the children down in the church basement. She will also go over the Sunday 

School lesson with them. If you have young children and you’d like to go to Bible 
Class, please feel free to make use of this opportunity. 

Are there any other interested adults who perhaps wouldn’t mind taking a turn 
supervising children during Bible Class? It would be nice to have more than one 
person. Please consider if this is something you might be interested in doing. 

Special Thanks:  Alice Glinski would like to thank everyone who sent well-wishes 
and cards during her recent bout with cancer and surgery. She would also like to 

thank all who remembered her in their prayers. Your Christian love and support is 
greatly appreciated! 

Our Sympathies:  Our prayers and sympathies go out to Harold Beyer, whose 
daughter Becky Winters passed away on Sept. 15. Her funeral will be held this 
coming Friday at St. Paul’s in Lake Mills. We pray that God will comfort Harold at 

this difficult time.   
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Hospitalized:  Jana Bearder (one of our shut-in members) was hospitalized in 
Black River Falls this past week after a fall and some broken bones in her back. 

Let’s keep her and her husband Al in our prayers. 

Choir:  We are planning to start choir rehearsals on Thursday, October 1. The first 

service we are planning to sing for is Reformation Sunday, November 1. 

Student of the Week:  The “Student of the Week” this week is Anna 
Cortez. Anna is in 2nd grade. She sets a good example for her 

classmates, is respectful, gets her work done, and is friendly. 
Congratulations, Anna! 

Bean Bag Tournament:  Because of the rain, we did not have our bean bag 
tournament this past weekend. We have rescheduled it for Saturday, October 17th 

here at St. John’s. Watch for more details. 

Freezer Needed:  Because we are feeding more children in the school and ELC 
than we used to, we are in need of more space to store frozen items, especially 

commodities, which come in large quantities. Does anyone have a good, working, 
used chest freezer they no longer need, or would anyone like to donate toward the 
cost of a new freezer? Any help you can provide is greatly appreciated. Thank you! 

Camp Phillip:  Students in grades 6-8 will be gone this week Wednesday and 
Thursday at Camp Phillip.  

New Faith Care Packages from Northwestern Publishing House:  Looking 
for ways to reconnect with loved ones during these uncertain times? Send them a 

Faith Care Package from NPH! Each care package features thoughtfully selected, 
Christ-centered books and resources for college students, aging adults, children, 
families, and more. NPH will ship the package directly to a loved one with the 

option of including a free personalized message from you. Just write your message 
in the comments section of your order. Discover the full collection of care 

packages at nph.net/carepackages! 

Amazing Grace:  While COVID-19 has brought challenges to all the 
congregations in the Western Wisconsin District, we recently learned that one of 

our mission churches is especially struggling. Amazing Grace Lutheran Church in 
Roscoe, IL, was recently displaced from their rented worship space because 

outside groups were no longer able to use the facility due to the pandemic. The 
pastor and leaders have struggled to find another site because options are both 
limited and expensive. While this mission does own land, plans for building are 

well off into the future. Worship is being done virtually and “online,” but without a 
good meeting place the ministry of Amazing Grace to both its members and 

prospects is suffering. 

http://nph.net/carepackages
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Our District Mission Board is encouraging every church in the Western Wisconsin 
district to gather a special offering to help Amazing Grace. They understand that 

some congregations may not be able to help because of their own financial 
challenges brought on by the pandemic. Their hope, however, is that most 

churches could participate. Not only would Jesus be honored, but the members of 
Amazing Grace would be greatly encouraged as these gifts would demonstrate 
how we truly walk together in Christian love and fellowship. 

If any of our members wish to participate in this special offering, please 

place your gift in an envelope marked “Amazing Grace” and put it in the 
offering basket. 

Election Year Weekly Prayer:  In Thanks for the Blessings of Democracy-Lord 
God, you placed me within the borders of this great land. You have blessed me 

with the gift of a country governed by its people. In your Word, you tell your 
people to give gladly to Caesar what is Caesar’s. What a privilege it is now to be 

able to choose my “Caesar” in a free election! Do not let me take these wonderful 
blessings for granted. Replace any resentment I have toward my government with 
thanksgiving. Help me appreciate the blessing that I have in my elected officials. 

Make me grateful that my taxes don’t carpet a dictator’s palace or pay for a 
tyrant’s army. Help me always to appreciate the privilege of my vote. And, with 

thanks in my heart toward you, O Lord, allow me to use this privilege regularly, 
with wisdom and integrity. Amen. 

Worship the Lord with Gladness: 
Campout Worship, Sep 12:  55; Sunday Worship, Sep 13:  57; Tuesday Worship, 
Sep 15:  11 

Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth: 
Thankoffering Given Last Week:  $7,212.00   

St. John’s Lutheran Church & School 
711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI  54456 

Email:  stjohns1886@gmail.com  Website:  www.stjohnsneillsville.com 
Facebook (church):  www.facebook.com/stjohnsneillsville/ 

Facebook (school):  www.facebook.com/stjohnshornets/ 
Tim Biebert, Pastor:  715-743-3015; 1fisheromen@gmail.com 
--Church Office:  715-743-2944 

Mike Allard, Principal:  715-937-7534; allardmj1@gmail.com 
--School Office:  715-743-2501 

John Hagedorn, Chairman:  715-743-4653; hagedornjohnw2@gmail.com 
Worship Schedule:  Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. 
Worship Broadcast on Cable Ch. 977:  Sundays at 10:30 am & Mondays at 7 pm 

mailto:stjohns1886@gmail.com
http://www.stjohnsneillsville.com/
http://www.facebook.com/stjohnsneillsville/
file:///C:/Users/stjoh/Documents/Weekly%20Documents/Bulletins/2018/www.facebook.com/stjohnshornets/
mailto:1fisheromen@gmail.com
mailto:allardmj1@gmail.com
mailto:hagedornjohnw2@gmail.com
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"Welcome Visitors & Members!" 
 

To those who are visiting us for the first time, we extend our sincere 

welcome; to our friends who know us we renew our welcome; to those who 

seek a church home we invite you to be part of our family and enjoy 

fellowship with our Savior. 

To assist you in worship, both personal listening devices & large print 

hymns are available for anyone to use. Please talk to the ushers for assistance.  

Visitors, if you would like to know more about our church or school, please 

introduce yourself to our pastor. He would be delighted to speak with you and 

serve you in whatever way he can. 

We love seeing young children in church as we want families to worship 

together. We also love to hear children making a "joyful noise to the Lord." If 

you need some privacy for feeding an infant or changing a diaper, please make 

use of our parents' room off the north side of the entryway where you can still 

listen to the service. 

 
 
 
 
 


