St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & School
711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI 54456

Member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.

Easter 2 -- April 11 & 13, 2021
“Welcome Visitors and Members!”
(Visitors, you may find helpful information on the back cover.)
Focus: The Risen Savior gives us peace.
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M In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy
Spirit.
C (spoken) Amen.
CONFESSION OF SINS
M Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature
sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts,
words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to
do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both
now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have
mercy on me, a sinner.

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given
his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as
a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son () and of the
Holy Spirit.
C (spoken) Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE
M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M

The Lord be with you.

C

And also with you.

M

Let us pray.

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears
with your word of peace. Come to us also by Word and sacrament,
and banish our fears with the comforting assurance of your abiding
presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C

(spoken) Amen.
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THE WORD

Old Testament Reading: Acts 3:12-20
12When Peter saw this, he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why
are you amazed at this? Why are you staring at us, as if by our own
power or godliness we have made this man walk? 13The God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant
Jesus, whom you handed over and disowned in the presence of Pilate,
though he had decided to release him. 14You disowned the Holy and
Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you. 15You killed
the Author of Life, whom God raised from the dead. We are witnesses
of this. 16And on the basis of faith in his name, it is the name of Jesus
that has strengthened this man, whom you see and know. This faith
that comes through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the
presence of all of you.
17“Now brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, just like your
leaders. 18But in this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through
the mouth of all the prophets: that his Christ would suffer. 19Therefore
repent and return to have your sins wiped out, 20so that refreshing
times may come from the presence of the Lord and that he may send
Jesus, the Christ appointed for you.
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Psalm 16

Keep me safe, O God,*
for in you I take refuge.
I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord;*
apart from you I have no good thing.”
I have set the LORD always before me.*
Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Refrain
My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;*
my body also will rest secure,
because you will not abandon me to the grave,*
nor will you let your Holy One see decay.
You have made known to me the path of life;*
you will fill me with joy in your presence.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain
8

New Testament Reading: 1 John 1:1-4
1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have
touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2The life
appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the
eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3We
proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may
have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with
his Son, Jesus Christ. 4We write this to make our joy complete.
Verse of the Day: John 20:29b
Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia!
Gospel Reading: John 20:24-31
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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24But

Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with
them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples kept telling him, “We
have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put
my finger into the mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I
will never believe.”
26After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was
with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood
among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 27Then he said to Thomas,
“Put your finger here and look at my hands. Take your hand and put it
into my side. Do not continue to doubt, but believe.”
28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”
29Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed.
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
30Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous
signs that are not written in this book. 31But these are written that you
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name.
After the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from
heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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SERMON TEXT: John 20:24-31

CAN WE EVER GET ENOUGH EASTER PEACE?
I. Unbelief and doubt make war against God.
II. Taking God at His Word gives peace.
After the sermon, the congregation sings:
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
C
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE
M

The Lord be with you.

C

And also with you.

M

Lift up your hearts.

C

We lift them up to the Lord.

M

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

C

It is good and right so to do.

M It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
and we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your
Son, the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the
sins of the world and by his resurrection restored everlasting life.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we
praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread;
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant,
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
(spoken) Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION (no distribution hymn)
St. John’s practices “member communion.” We ask, therefore,
that only those who are members of St. John’s or another
WELS/ELS congregation partake of the sacrament.
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M O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C And his mercy endures forever.
M O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness
you sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that
through him you have given us pardon and peace in this
sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule
our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly
serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C (spoken) Amen.
M The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C (spoken) Amen.
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This Week at St. John’s: April 11, 2021
SERVING US TODAY

Greeters: Judith Quicker & Nancy Hagedorn
Ushers: Team 1- Joel Zschernitz’ team
Altar Guild: Judy Quicker
Donating Bulletins: Ed & Jenn Schmid
Donating Website in April: Gloria Hamm

SERVING US NEXT SUNDAY

Greeters: Donna Anding & Rosie Murphy
Ushers: Team 2- Verlyn Shaw’s team
Altar Guild: Judy Quicker

CHURCH NEWS
Sunday School: Sunday School will be held today from
10:15-11:30 in the school for Grades 1-8. Children in PreK and
Kindergarten are invited down to the church basement from
10:15-11:15 for a Bible story, activities, and play time.
Bible Class: Bible Class will be held as normal today. Please
join us in the church basement after the worship service.
Tuesday Worship: We will resume our Tuesday evening
worship services starting this Tuesday, April 13th, at 6:00.
Free-Will Donations: The Living Stones Youth Group would
like to thank all who so generously donated to the free will
Easter offering. A total of $103.00 was donated toward their
group.
FIC: The April edition of “Forward In Christ” is available in the
entryway.
Calendars:
entryway.

April church calendars are available in the

Hospitalized: Bob Cords, whose surgery went well, will be
hospitalized for about another week or so as he recuperates. Al
Bearder’s two surgeries went well. He is expecting to be home
soon. Let’s keep them in our prayers.
Thrivent Choice: $226 was donated for the bell fund, $211
for Home expenses, and $315 to the school through the
Thrivent Choice program. Thank you!
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Member Update: One of our shut-in members, Angie Dux,
has moved to 3 Oaks Health Services, 209 Wilderness View Dr
in Marshfield.
Playground Fundraiser: We wanted to give the members of
our congregation, along with families and children in our school
and ELC, a chance to help raise money for our playground over
the month of April. We are offering Berres Brothers coffee,
personalized to our school with special names. We are selling
10 oz. bags and K-cups of a variety of coffees for $10 each.
Order forms are available on the table in the entryway. Please
spread the word and ask family members and friends to help
us out. The last day to order is May 6th. Order forms and
checks can be turned in to the school office. All proceeds will
go to the ELC playground fund.
WELS Weekly Prayer: Mission in North Liberty, Iowa –
Heavenly Father, thank you for giving Good Shepherd in Cedar
Rapids, Iowa, the opportunity to begin a second site in North
Liberty. Be with the core group in North Liberty, which has the
deep desire and dedication to spread your gospel in that area.
Help the leaders and members of Good Shepherd to remain
focused and energized despite any obstacles that may arise
against this multi-site ministry. Bless their evangelism efforts
as they create and build relationships through events and
activities. Move a second pastor to accept this call and bolster
their outreach efforts through his ministry there. Thank you for
the generous mission offerings that make this ministry
expansion possible. Your Word does not return to you empty.
We trust this promise as we keep your people in North Liberty
and Cedar Rapids in our prayers through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.
Worship the Lord with Gladness:
Maundy Thursday: 98; Good Friday: 98; Easter: 150
Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth:
Thankoffering Given Last Week: $11,822.00
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Seminary in Mequon, Wis., in future years to provide all WELS members an
opportunity to connect with brothers and sisters in Christ from around the globe
and be a part of the important gospel outreach occurring through our synod.
Register today!
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St. John’s Lutheran Church & School
711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI 54456
Email: stjohns1886@gmail.com
Website: www.stjohnsneillsville.com
Facebook (church): www.facebook.com/stjohnsneillsville/
Facebook (school): www.facebook.com/stjohnshornets/
Tim Biebert, Pastor: 715-743-3015; 1fisheromen@gmail.com
--Church Office: 715-743-2944
Mike Allard, Principal: 715-937-7534; allardmj1@gmail.com
--School Office: 715-743-2501
John Hagedorn, Chairman: 715-743-4653;
hagedornjohnw2@gmail.com
Worship Schedule: Sundays at 9:00am & Tuesdays at 6:00pm
Worship Broadcast-Cable Ch. 977: Sun-10:30am & Mon-7pm

"Welcome Visitors & Members!"
To those who are visiting us for the first time, we extend our
sincere welcome; to our friends who know us we renew our
welcome; to those who seek a church home we invite you to be
part of our family and enjoy fellowship with our Savior.
To assist you in worship, personal listening devices are available
for anyone to use. Please talk to the ushers for assistance.
Visitors, if you would like to know more about our church or
school, please introduce yourself to our pastor. He would be
delighted to speak with you and serve you in whatever way he
can.
We love seeing young children in church as we want families to
worship together. We also love to hear children making a "joyful
noise to the Lord." If you need some privacy for feeding an infant
or changing a diaper, please make use of our parents' room off the
north side of the entryway where you can still listen to the service.
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