St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & School
711 & 805 W 5 St., Neillsville, WI 54456

Member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.

"Welcome Visitors & Members!"
To those who are visiting us for the first time, we extend our
sincere welcome; to our friends who know us we renew our
welcome; to those who seek a church home we invite you to be
part of our family and enjoy fellowship with our Savior.
For further assistance in worship and information on our church,
please see the back cover.

Epiphany 3
January 25, 2026

The prophet Isaiah vividly described humanity as “people walking in
darkness.” Then he foretold that a light would shine on them.
Enveloped by sin, suffering, and death, we find our minds and
hearts clouded. But Jesus is revealed as the promised light. He
shines his light by preaching repentance and the good news of the
kingdom. Our Savior is the Light of the world, and we reflect his
light onto everyone around us.

Our focus today: JESUS IS REVEALED (Epiphany) AS THE LIGHT OF
THE WORLD
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Tune: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934

Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538



The Common Service CW 93

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
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C: A - men.
CONFESSION OF SINS

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature
sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words,
and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what
is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and
in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

LORD, HAVE MERCY

Kyrie
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on us. Lord, have mer - cy on us.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given
his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore,
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of
the Holy Spirit.
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M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
GLORY BE TO GOD

C: Glory betoGod on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: The Lord be with you.
f
I’ )

—— — i
@ I — [ |
a [ & [ ]

C: And al - so with you.

M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and
teach with authority. Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that
we too may bring good news to the afflicted, bind up the
brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C: A - men.
First Reading: Isaiah 8:19—9:4
1When they tell you, “Consult the mediums and the spiritists, who
whisper and mutter,” shouldn't a people consult their God? Should they
consult the dead on behalf of the living? 20To the law and to the
testimony! If people do not speak according to this word, there will be
no dawn for them. 2They will pass through the land, distressed and
starving, but when this takes place and they are starving, they will be
frustrated, and they will curse their king and their God. They will turn
their faces upward, ?2and then they will look down to the ground, but I
tell you, they will see only distress, darkness, and the gloom that brings
anguish. They will be banished into thick darkness.
INevertheless, there will be no more gloom for the land that was in
anguish. In former times, he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land
of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will cause it to be glorious, along
the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, in Galilee of the Gentiles.
°The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.
For those living in the land of the shadow of death, the light has
dawned.
3You have multiplied the nation. You have increased its joy. They
rejoice before you like the joy at harvest time, like the celebration
when people divide the plunder. 4For you have shattered the yoke that
burdened them. You have broken the bar on their shoulders and the
rod of their oppressor, as you did in the day of Midian.
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Psalm 27 CWw21
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The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom / shall I fear?

The LORD is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I / be afraid?

One thing I ask / from the LORD,
this only / do I seek:

that I may dwell in the house / of the LORD
all the days / of my life,

to gaze on the beauty / of the LORD
and to seek him in his / temple. Refrain

He will hide me in the shelter of his / sacred tent
and set me high up- / on a rock.
[ remain confi- / dent of this:
I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land / of the living.
Wait / for the LORD;
be strong and take heart and wait / for the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in / the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain
Text: adapt. Adrian Smith; Christopher Walker
Tune: adapt. Adrian Smith; Christopher Walker

Setting: adapt. Adrian Smith; Christopher Walker
Text and music: © 1996 Christopher Walker. Published by OCP (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538



Second Reading: 1 John 2:3-11

3This is how we know that we have known him: if we keep his
commands. *The one who says, “l know him,” but does not keep his
commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. SIf anyone keeps God's
word, the love of God is truly made complete in him. This is how we
know that we are in him: ¢The one who says he remains in him should
walk as Jesus walked.

’Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one
that you have had since the beginning. The old command is the
message you heard. 8At the same time, the command I am writing is
new—it is true in Jesus and in you, because the darkness is passing
away, and the true light is already shining. °The one who says he is in
the light and yet hates his brother is still in the darkness. 19The one
who loves his brother remains in the light, and nothing causes him to
stumble. 11The one who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks
in the darkness and does not know where he is going, because the
darkness has blinded his eyes.

Verse of the Day: Isaiah 9:2
Alleluia! The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on
those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. Alleluia!
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Gospel Reading: Matthew 4:12-23
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C: Glo-ry be to you, O Lord!
12When Jesus heard that John was put in prison, he withdrew into
Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum, which is by
the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. *He did this to fulfill
what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:
15Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
along the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles,
16the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light,
and on those dwelling in the region and the shadow of death a light
has dawned.



17From that time, Jesus began to preach: “Repent, because the kingdom
of heaven is near.”

184s Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers,
Simon, who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew. They were casting
a net into the sea, since they were fishermen. 1°He said to them, “Come,
follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”

20They immediately left their nets and followed him. ?1Going on from
there, he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and his
brother John. They were in the boat with their father Zebedee,
mending their nets. Jesus called them. 22Immediately they left the boat
and their father and followed him.

23Jesus traveled throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues,
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and
every sickness among the people.
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C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Tune: Andachtige Haus-Kirche, Nirnberg, 1676, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON TEXT: Matthew 4:12-23
JESUS -- THE LIGHT THAT GIVES US LIFE
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OFFERING -- The members of St. John’s have joined
together to do the Lord’s work in this community and
around the world. Guests need not feel obligated to

participate in this offering which supports our ministry, but
please use this QR code to fill out a short form giving us a digital
record of your attendance. Visitors may also fill out our guest register
by the drinking fountain in the entryway.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

QL
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Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955, alt.

Tune: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844

Text: ©1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538
Tune: Public domain

The Common Service © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations taken from the Evangelical Heritage Version. Copyright by the Wartburg Project
2019. EHV (Evangelical Heritage Version) is a registered trademark of the Wartburg Project. All rights
reserved. All musicis used by permission under OneLicense.net #716538-A; CCLI Print License #5428473
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This Week at St. John’s: Jan 25, 2026
Greeters: Joan Zickert & Jean Goetz
Ushers: Team 2-Verlyn Shaw’s team
Altar Guild: Lynda Urban
Donating Bulletins: Craig & Rachel Anderson for Rachel’s
birthday
Jan Website: Nigel & Nita Jenks for their anniversary & son’s

birthday
SERVING US NEXT SUNDA

Greeters: Ed & Jenn Schmid
Ushers: Team 3-Dick Urban’s team
Altar Guild: Linda Biebert & Megan Allard

~OPPORTUNITIES TO GROW & SERVE~

TODAY 9:00 AM Worship Service
9:00 AM Gr. 4-8 sing at Globe
10:15 AM Sunday School & Bible Class
11:45 AM Guitar Recital
MONDAY 6:00 PM Adult Instruction Class
WEDNESDAY 8:20 AM Chapel
4:00 PM Bible Study
6:00 PM Choir
7:00 PM Handbells

THURSDAY 5:30 PM Adult Instruction Class
FRIDAY 3:15 PM Faculty Meeting
SATURDAY Principal-ELC Teachers Meeting here

6:00 PM Bingo Night

NEXT SUNDAY 9:00 AM Communion Service
10:15 AM Sunday School & Bible Class
10:30 AM Gr. 3K-3 sing at Christie
11:30 AM Sunday School Teachers Mtg
4:00 PM Pioneers

Worship the Lord with Gladness:
Jan. 18%-116

Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth:
Thankoffering Given last Sunday:
$5,115.60 (Home); $418.60 (Missions)
Needed per week for Home: $8,600.00
Owed on line of credit: $59,285.21
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CHURCH NEW.

Bible Class: Join us in the church basement after the worship
service today as we resume our study of Apologetics-
Defending our Faith.

Sunday School: Sunday School classes meet today after the
worship service. Grades Pre-K meet in the church basement;
Grades 1-4 meet in the school. All children are welcome.

Guitar Recital: Kenaniah Thell will be doing a guitar recital
here in the church sanctuary this morning at 11:45. If you'd
like to listen to that, please consider yourself invited!

Special Chapel & Presentation: Chad Marohn, principal at
Cornerstone Lutheran High School (Eau Claire) will be visiting
us this Wednesday and will be leading our chapel service and
giving a special presentation to the students. We look forward
to his visit!

Wednesday Bible Study: Join us in the school conference
room Wednesday at 4:00 p.m. as we continue our study of the
Psalms.

BB Games: It's a busy week for basketball! Our girls will
have three home games this week. Monday they play vs St.
Mark; that game is at 4:30. Tuesday they play vs St. Paul,
again at 4:30. On Thursday they will play vs Messiah. That
game will be at 5:30. Come and cheer for the Hornets!

Bingo Night Rescheduled: You are invited to our Youth
Group’s Bingo Night, which was rescheduled for this
coming Saturday, January 31, from 6:00 to 8:00 in the
school gym. Cost is $2/card or 3 cards for $5. Both adults
and children are welcome to play bingo. Concessions will be
available during the evening, as well as other items for sale.
There will be cash prizes for the bingo. All proceeds will go
toward costs for those teens who are attending the
International Youth Rally this coming summer.

Student of the Week: The student of the week
is Piper Keller. Piper is in 1°t Grade. She is a hard
worker, is respectful and polite, and sets a good
example for her fellow classmates.
: b Congratulations Piper!

/’f
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Lent 2026
The overall theme for the Lenten services for 2026 is “It Is
Finished.” This series explores the prophecies of Zechariah,
offering an enriching look at our Savior Jesus, particularly as
these prophecies relate to the events of Jesus’ Holy Week
passion, death, and resurrection.

We will have four pastors in the Lenten rotation this year,
Pastor Biebert, Pastor Wilke from Globe/Christie, Pastor
Oblender (vacancy pastor at Trinity), and Pastor Seefeldt
(retired). On the weeks when supper is served, serving begins
at 5:00 p.m. in the school gym, and all are invited to that as
well. The service schedule is below.

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 18: 6:00 p.m. communion service
Wednesday, Feb. 25: 6:00 p.m. service (GPS serves supper)
Wednesday, Mar. 4: 6:00 p.m. service (Choir/Bells serve)
Wednesday, Mar. 11: 6:00 p.m. service (FSJ] serves supper)

Wednesday, Mar. 18: 6:00 p.m. special service with Luther
Prep Singers (LIGHTS serve supper)

Wednesday, Mar. 25: 6:00 p.m. service (Pioneers serve
supper)
Maundy Thursday, Apr. 2: 6:00 p.m. communion service

Good Friday, Apr. 3: 1:00 p.m. service

Easter Sunday, Apr. 5: 6:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. communion
services

(There were several requests to have a 1:00 Wednesday
afternoon service during Lent like we’ve done in the past. With
the vacancy situation at Trinity, Marshfield, Pastor Wilke’s busy
schedule, and the LPS singers being here, it was decided after
discussion that a 1:00 service would not be doable this year.)

Maternity Leave Teacher Needed: As many of you may
already know, the Leitermans are expecting their next baby
early April. With that wonderful news we are also actively
looking to find a full-time substitute teacher that could cover
Mrs. Leiterman’s 4%-5% grade classroom for approximately 6
weeks. We are beginning the process of looking around our
area and asking neighboring schools about potential teachers
but also want to open the opportunity up to members in our
own congregations. To be a substitute teacher in Wisconsin an
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individual needs to have an associate’s degree or higher (in
any subject), be enrolled in a bachelor’s degree-granting
educator program, or hold a valid Wisconsin teaching license.
If you are available and interested in helping St. John’s in a
very big way, please talk to Mr. Allard as soon as possible. We
would like to solidify these plans as soon as possible. If you
know of somebody who may be able to help us out, please
spread the word too!

Early Enrollment Period-3K/4K: St. John's 3K and 4K is
now enrolling for the 2026-2027 school year. This may seem
early but in order to work through waiting list families in the
near future we need to know if any St. John's members or
current St. John's School/ELC families are interested in
enrolling for the next school year. The Early Enrollment period
is open to St. John's families until January 31%. Please register
by filling out a registration form from the school office.

Care Packages: Our LIGHTS group will be packing 7 care
packages to be sent to college/high school students. The boxes
will be packed up on Monday, February 9.

Donations of items to include in the packages are needed and
welcomed. Some ideas for donations could include: Kleenex,
pens, post-it notes, hand lotion, microwave popcorn, fruit
snacks, candy bars, raisins, chips, pudding, dried fruit,
cookies, tea, dried soup mix, gum, soap, coffee, etc. Anything
that can be individually wrapped works well; the list is almost
endless. Cash donations for postage are also needed.
Donations can be placed in the entryway.

Special Care “"Package”: One of our members, Colin Neville,
is currently living in Thailand with his wife. He is working there
as an “Artist Missionary” with the Friends Network. The Friends
Network (formerly Friends of China and Friends of Vietnam) is
a WELS-affiliated ministry. They recruit, train, send and
support lay missionaries around the world in order to build
eternal friendships. We would like to show our support for
Colin, but thought that the best way to do that would be to
send him a monetary gift. If you would like to donate toward
this, PLEASE DO NOT PLACE YOUR GIFT IN THE OFFERING
BASKET. Instead, you can give it to Linda Biebert, Kathleen
Quast, or drop it off in the school office.

We thank everyone for their assistance!
16



Family Tubing Outing: The Globe and Christie churches are
sponsoring a family tubing outing at Bruce Mound on
Saturday, February 14th from 5:00-8:00 p.m. All are invited.
We will be enjoying a pot-luck supper; please consider
bringing a dish to pass. Beverages will be provided.

Winter Carnival: Our church’s HIS Group (Hands in Service)
is sponsoring a children’s carnival on Saturday, February 21st
as part of Neillsville’s Winter Carnival. The children’s carnival
will be held here in our gym from 11:00-1:00. There will be
bounce houses, a cake walk, face painting, a giant slide,
concessions, crafts...activities for all ages! Parents are
expected to stay while their children are here. Cost will be
$5.00 per child (ages 1-12). Infants and ages 13+ are Free!
Cost for the cake walk is $1. We hope many parents and
children can attend!!

Volunteers are needed to help with the carnival. We also need
bakers who would be willing to bake cakes or cupcakes for the
cake walk. Volunteers to do face painting are also needed. If
you would be able to help, please talk to Mrs. Allard or contact
the school office. Thanks!

Pancake Breakfast-3/1: Because of scheduling conflicts for
committee members, the Friends of St. John’s pancake
breakfast has been moved to Sunday, March 1st, from 10:30
to 1:00 in the school gym. (This is a change from last week’s
bulletin.) There is no charge; all are invited! Free-will
donations given at the breakfast will go toward tuition
assistance for former St. John’s students who are continuing in
secondary Christian education.

Pancake Breakfast Bake Sale: Our Youth Group will be
having a bake sale during the pancake breakfast on March 1%
in order to raise money for the teens to attend the
International Youth Rally in Ohio this summer.

FIC: The January edition of “"Forward In Christ” has finally
arrived!! Thanks for your patience!!

Interestingly enough, we also received the February “Forward
In Christ” this week. Both are available on the table in the
entryway.

Calendars: February calendars are available on the table in
the entryway.
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Call Received: "Dear Members of St. John’s,

I didn't see this one coming-but we do know the One who did!
On Sunday, January 18, I received a Divine Call from St.
John’s Lutheran Church in Lomira, WI to serve as Principal of
their school and to be the 5th-6th grades teacher. Megan did
not receive a call to teach at St. John’s. It has been and
continues to be a wonderful blessing for me to serve the Lord
here at St. John’s as principal, athletic director, and upper
grades teacher.

It is also humbling to once again be called by another school
as Principal and see if my God-given talents and abilities will
benefit them and their families. I ask that you keep Megan and
I, along with our family, in your prayers and offer your input as
we deliberate the two calls I now hold, to serve here at St.
John’s in Neillsville and the call to serve at St. John’s in
Lomira.

The following passage still provides me confidence and serves
as a good reminder for all of us to keep in mind during this
deliberation process. We know that our good Lord will work all
things out in the best interest for both schools and
congregations.

“"For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future. Call upon me and pray to me, and I will listen to
you.” Jeremiah 29:11-12

Serving You in Christ,” Mike Allard
Annual Meeting Highlights

Pastor’s Report: Voters approved having Pastor Guenther
continue to preach here once a month, as he is able, in order
to free up time for Pastor Biebert to visit shut-ins.

Adult Discipleship: All membership changes over the last
six months were ratified by the voters.

Ministry Support: An update was given on the teacherage
remodeling project. We expect the project to be finished within
the next two or three weeks.

Treasurer’s Report: The proposed budget for 2026 was
approved by the voters.
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Travel with WELS Groups: Interested in traveling with
members of your faith family? The OWLS (WELS Seniors) is
partnering with Father's World Tours to offer several group
tours that incorporate daily devotion and connections with
local WELS ministries. We have three trips ready to register
and we’d love to have you along.

Spring Training in Arizona...February 20-27

Horsin” Around in Kentucky...April 17-26 from New Ulm or April
18-25 from Milwaukee

Adventures in Alaska...July 20-August 4

Trips are open to W/ELS members of all ages. Visit
www.fathersworldtours.com or contact us
(steve@fathersworldtours.com or 507-217-1731) to learn
more.

Call Meeting: Our first call meeting to call a new pastor will
be held on Sunday, February 8, at noon. Western Wisconsin
District President Michael Jensen will be here with us to run
that meeting. He is not able to make it before noon due to
other commitments that morning.

We realize that this means people will have to leave after
church or Bible Class and come back for the call meeting, but
because this is so important we strongly encourage as many
of our members as possible to make this a priority.
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To assist you in worship:
Personal listening devices are available for anyone to use.
Please talk to the ushers for assistance.
Large-print bulletins available in the entryway.
Personal Prayers: Red Hymnal (pp. 10-11); Blue Hymnal
(inside front cover)
Preparation for Lord’s Supper: Red Hymnal (p. 156); Blue
Hymnal (pp. 295-296)
Luther’'s Small Catechism: Blue Hymnal (pp. 286-293)

We love seeing young children in church as we want
families to worship together. We also love to hear children
making a "joyful noise to the Lord." If you need some privacy
for feeding an infant or changing a diaper, please make use of
our parents' room off the north side of the entryway where
you can still listen to the service.

Visitors, if you would like to know more about our church or
school, please introduce yourself to our pastor. He would be
delighted to speak with you and serve you in whatever way he

can.
St. John’s Lutheran Church & School
711 & 805 W 5" St., Neillsville, WI 54456
Contact Info
Church & School Office: stjohns1886@gmail.com
715-743-2501
Tim Biebert, Pastor: 1fisheromen@gmail.com
715-819-0456 (cell)
715-743-3015 (home)
Mike Allard, Principal: allardmjl@gmail.com
715-937-7534 (cell)
John Hagedorn, Chairman: hagedornjohnw2@gmail.com
715-743-4653 (home)
Website: www.stjohnsneillsville.com
Facebook (church): www.facebook.com/stjohnsneillsville/
Facebook (school): www.facebook.com/stjohnshornets/

Worship Schedule
Sunday-9:00 a.m.
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