St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & School
711 & 805 W 5 St., Neillsville, WI 54456

Member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.

"Welcome Visitors & Members!"
To those who are visiting us for the first time, we extend our
sincere welcome; to our friends who know us we renew our
welcome; to those who seek a church home we invite you to be
part of our family and enjoy fellowship with our Savior.
For further assistance in worship and information on our church,
please see the back cover.

Pentecest 19 Fall Missien Fest
Octelien 19, 2025

Prayer is a powerful tool for doing Mission Work. Jesus’ disciples
need to learn how to pray. Learning to pray consists in a lifetime of
persistence. The promises God gives in His Word cause us to be
persistent in prayer.

Today, we give thanks that our Synod, through its printed material,
espcially our “Forward In Christ” monthly magazine, highlights
those promises of God and keeps our mission before us. That helps
us to be persistent in prayer.

Our focus today: CAUSE/EFFECT Promises/Prayer
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Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Text and tune: © 2006 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538



Service of the Word  CW 93
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.
In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not
deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

In the peace of forgiveness, students in Grades 3K-8th Grade and
our Choir will sing.

3K-8th Grade & Choir sing: “I Love to Tell the Story”

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:

God, our refuge and strength, have mercy on your church as we
come in prayer before you. Answer us not in judgment on our
sins but in peace and forgiveness; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen. (spoken)



THE WORD
First Reading: Genesis 32:22-30
22He got up that night and took his two wives, his two maids, and his
eleven sons, and crossed over the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them
and sent them across the stream, and he also sent his possessions
across. ?4Jacob was left alone, and he wrestled with a man there until
daybreak. 2>When the man saw that he could not defeat him, he
touched the socket of his thigh, and the socket of Jacob's thigh was
dislocated as he wrestled. 26The man said, “Let me go. It's daybreak.”
Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.”
27Then he said to him, “What is your name?”
He said, “Jacob.”
28Then he said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because
you have fought with God and with men, and you have won.”
29]acob asked him, “Please tell me your name.”
He said, “Why do you ask what my name is?” Then he blessed him
there.

30]acob named the place Peniel, because he said, “I have seen God face-
to-face, and my life has been spared.”
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[ lift up my eyes to the hills.*
Where does my help come from?

My help comes from the LORD,*
the maker of heaven and earth.

He will not let your foot slip,*
he who watches over you will not slumber;

indeed, he who watches over Israel*
will neither slumber nor sleep. Refrain

The LORD watches over you,*
the LORD is your shade at your right hand.

The LORD will keep you from all harm,*
he will watch over your life;

the LORD will watch over your coming and going*
both now and forevermore.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain

Refrain Tune: Jane Marshall. From Psalms Together. © 1988 Choristers Guild. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.



Second Reading: 1 John 5:13-15

13] have written these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of
God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 4This is the
confidence that we have before him: that if we ask anything according to
his will, he hears us. 1°And if we know that he hears us—whatever we
ask—we also know that we receive the things we have asked from him.

Verse of the Day: 1 Peter 5:7
Alleluia! Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. Alleluia!
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Gospel Reading: Luke 18:1-8

1Jesus told them a parable about the need to always pray and not lose
heart: 2“There was a judge in a certain town who did not fear God and did
not care about people. 3There was a widow in that town, and she kept
going to him, saying, ‘Give me justice from my adversary!” For some time
he refused, but after a while he said to himself, ‘Even though I do not fear
God or care about people, >yet because this widow keeps bothering me, |
will give her justice so that she will not wear me out with her endless
pleading.” ¢The Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. "Will not
God give justice to his chosen ones, who are crying out to him day and
night? Will he put off helping them? 8l tell you that he will give them
justice quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on
the earth?”
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an - guish still, free us at last from ev - ‘ry ill,
to your Word and now and ev - er praise you, Lord.

Text: Paul Eber, 1511-1569, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Tune: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510-C. 1561
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON TEXT: Job 19:23-27
A MESSAGE FOR ALL WRITTEN IN STONE

230h how I wish that my words were written down.
Oh how I wish that they were inscribed in bronze,
24that they would be engraved in rock forever

with an iron tool and letters filled with lead.

254s for me, I know that my Redeemer lives,

and that at the end of time he will stand over the dust.
26Then, even after my skin has been destroyed,
nevertheless, in my own flesh [ will see God.

27] myself will see him.

My own eyes will see him, and not as a stranger.

My emotions are in turmoil within me.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING & WELS CONNECTION--The members of
St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work
in this community and around the world. Guests
need not feel obligated to participate in this offering
which supports our ministry, but please use this QR

code to fill out a short form giving us a digital record

of your attendance.
Visitors can also sign our guest register in the entryway by the

drinking fountain.




RESPONSIVE PRAYER
Eternal God and Father, we thank you for the blessings we share as

members of your holy Church, for your gracious Word and
sacraments, for opportunities to worship and to grow in faith and
knowledge, for occasions to serve and be served, and for fellowship
with believers in our congregation and our synod.

Help us rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and use them
faithfully.

Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by
calling us to be your witnesses in the world. Open our eyes to see the
great and noble mission that lies before us. In the hurting eyes of the
lonely, in the pained eyes of the sick, and in the searching eyes of the
lost, help us to see your face, Lord Jesus, and to serve others as we
would serve you.

Awaken us to opportunities to proclaim your message of love.

Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament bestow on us
the wisdom and power we need to witness clearly and to act boldly.
Help us to speak the truth in love, to give the reason for the hope we
have, and to conduct ourselves with gentleness and respect.
Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, a neighbor, or a
friend who does not believe in you, or whose faith is weak or
troubled.

Silent prayer

Keep in your care those who are enduring chronic pain or
unhappiness, those enduring rejection and struggling with poverty,
those mourning the loss of someone they loved. Bring healing and
help and comfort and calm to everyone in distress.

Move us to act alone or join with others to provide help and
support.



Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to proclaim
your Word in places where we cannot go. Also bless those who are
willing to proclaim your Word through printed materials. Keep them
and their loved ones in your care and let nothing hinder their work.
By the power of the gospel, restore their spirits each day, so that
they do not lose heart as they serve us and others.

Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and generous
offerings.

Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let
your kingdom come to us and others, so that we and many more
might join the assembly of saints and angels to sing your praise
forever.

Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
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BENEDICTION

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
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and leav - ing your Spir -it till the work on earth is done.

Text: Melody Green, b. 1946

Tune: Melody Green, b. 1946, alt.

Text and tune: © 1982 Birdwing Music/Ears To Hear Music/Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publ., admin.
CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: CCLI no. 21425672

Service of The Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations taken from the Evangelical Heritage Version. Copyright by the Wartburg Project
2019. EHV (Evangelical Heritage Version) is a registered trademark of the Wartburg Project. All rights
reserved. All musicis used by permission under OneLicense.net #716538-A; CCLI Print License #5428473.
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This Week at St. John’s: Oct 19, 2025
Greeters: Joan Zickert & Jean Goetz
Ushers: Team 4-Rex Roehl’s team
Altar Guild: Lynda Urban
Donating Bulletins: Randy Roehl in memory of Emil & Meta Wetzel

Oct Website: Rosie Murphy in memory of Eva Kurasz birthday
Greeters: Ed & Jenn Schmid
Ushers: Team 1-Joel Zschernitz’ team

Altar Guild: Linda Biebert & Megan Allard

~OPPORTUNITIES TO GROW & SERVE~

TODAY 9:00 AM Mission Fest Worship Service
Gr. 3K-8 & Choir sing
10:15 AM Sunday School & Mission
Presentation
11:15 AM FSJ] Fall Dinner
MONDAY 9:00 AM Shut-In Visits
1:00 PM Shut-In Visits
6:00 PM LIGHTS
6:00 PM Adult Instruction Class
1:15 PM Shut-In Visits
4:00 PM Church Band
WEDNESDAY 8:20 AM Chapel
4:00
6:00
7:00
1:3

TUESDAY

PM Bible Study
PM Choir
PM Handbells
0 PM Shut-In Visits
5:30 PM Adult Instruction Class
NEXT SUNDAY 9:00 AM Reformation Worship Service
Choir sings
10:15 AM Sunday School & Bible Class
2:00 PM Trunk or Treat
5:30 PM Youth Night, St. Mark

Worship the Lord with Gladness: Oct. 5-96

Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth:
Thankoffering Given last Sunday:
$6,711.70 (Home); $367.00 (Missions)
Needed per week for Home: $8,600.00
Owed on line of credit: $61,898.27
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CHURCH NEWS

Fall Mission Fest: Today is our Fall Mission Festival. Our
guest speaker is Pastor James Pope. He is the executive editor
of “"Forward In Christ” and will be focusing on the importance
of staying in God’s Word. We thank him for being with us and
look forward to hearing his message.

Mission Presentation: Pastor Pope will be giving a special
mission presentation after the worship service today in place
of Bible Class. All are invited to stay for the presentation,
which will be held here in the main part of the church.

“Forward In Christ”: As part of our Mission Fest celebration,
we received 100 free copies of the October edition of “"Forward
In Christ.” Please feel free to take one!

Sunday School: Sunday School classes will be held from
10:15 to 11:30 for children age 3 through 4 Grade.
Preschool & Kindergarten will meet in the church basement;
Gr. 1-4 will meet in school.

Fall Dinner: The Friends of St. John’s is sponsoring their
annual Fall Dinner today from 11:15 to 1:00 in the school gym.

The menu will include ham, mashed potatoes & gravy, corn,
side salads, and pie. There is no charge; free-will offerings
given will go toward tuition assistance for current St. John’s
School K-8 families. All are invited to attend!

Honored Guest: Fall Dinner Honored Guest: Every year the
Friends of St. John’s organization chooses someone to be the
“honored guest” at the Fall Dinner. This year our honored
guest is Stacy Mathis.

Stacy was a long-time St. John’s parent, as all of her children
attended here. She was always very encouraging and
supportive of our school. She was instrumental in organizing
and helping out with our concession stand for volleyball and
basketball games. She helped out on many Friends of St.
John’s serving and activity committees over the years. She
was always willing to help out whenever she could in whatever
way she could.

We honor her and thank her for letting her Christian light
shine here for so many years and for all the support and
encouragement she offered to so many of us. Congratulations
and thank you, Stacy!
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LIGHTS: Our LIGHTS group will be meeting tomorrow
evening at 6:00 p.m. in the school conference room. If you'd
like to be involved with in-reach activities the LIGHTS group
focuses on, you are more than welcome to attend the meeting.

Church Band: Church band rehearsal will be held this
Tuesday at 4:00 p.m. in the church balcony. All
instrumentalists are welcome.

Wednesday Bible Study: This week Wednesday we will be
continuing our study on the Psalms. We are going through the
Psalm from the previous Sunday, to see how it connects to the
other readings and the theme for that Sunday. This will give us
a chance to dig a little more deeply into the Psalms each week.
Please join us on Wednesdays at 4:00 in the school conference
room.

Trunk or Treat: Trunk or Treat will be held on Sunday,
October 26, from 2:00-4:00.

Children are encouraged to dress up in costumes if they wish.

We are in need of volunteers who would be willing to decorate
their trunks and bring treats to be handed out. If you would
like to participate or have questions, please contact Mrs.
Shadrick at 715-897-0903.

Youth Night: A WELS Youth Night will be held at St. Mark
Lutheran Church in Eau Claire next Sunday, October 26, from
5:30-7:30 p.m. All teens in 8t Grade through 1% year out of
high school are welcome to attend this free event. Come after
dinner and enjoy an evening with Ilike-minded teens
worshipping our Savior. There will be games, prizes, small
groups, snacks, teen-led music, and a keynote speaker. The
theme will be “"A Night of "Godpliments.”

If any teens (or parents) are interested in going, contact Linda
Biebert at 715-819-0455 or hummingmummyof8@gmail.com.

Grandparents Program: Grades 3K-5% will be putting on a
program for grandparents (and aunts, uncles, parents, etc.) on
Wednesday, October 29", We will have chapel at 9:00 that
morning, and following chapel will continue with the activities
being planned. All grandparents and other relatives are invited
to join us for chapel at 9:00 and for the activities/program,
which will be done at 11:00.
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Volleyball Wrap-Up: As our volleyball season has come to
an end, we would like to take this opportunity to thank our
coaches, Mrs. Shadrick and Mrs. Anderson, for all their time
and hard work. We also want to thank our drivers and all the
parents and players for their participation and support, as well
as all the fans who came to cheer for the Hornets. Special
thanks to all who helped out with concessions as well! We
appreciate all the support, and look forward to next year!

Student of the Week: The student of the
week is Landon Schoen. Landon is in 5t Grade.
He has been working hard, is polite and
. respectful, has a good attitude, and is very
“\ willing to let classmates borrow his highlighters
so everyone has one. Congratulations Landon!

Parent-Teacher Conferences: Our first
parent-teacher conferences of the school year
will be held the week of November 37,

Candy Bags: We would once again like to fill candy bags to
give to the children after their Christmas program in
December. We are in need of cash donations to help cover the
cost of the candy and other items. Please mark your donation
“candy bags” and place your gift in the offering basket or turn
in at the school office. Thanks!

Church Piano: We recently had some needed repairs done on
the piano in the front of church, and were told that these
repairs should allow it to last for quite awhile yet. An
anonymous member donated money to cover the majority of
the $944 total cost. We still need about $150. If anyone is
willing to donate toward this, please mark your gift “church
piano” and place it in the offering basket. Thank you!
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Gala and Auction: We will be holding a Gala and Auction at
Fannie’s Supper Club on Saturday, November 15, to raise
funds for our school bathroom remodeling project. The event
will begin at 5:00 p.m. on November 157, with the meal at
6:00 p.m. and the auction at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $35 and
can be purchased at the school office. The event will include a
buffet-style meal of roast beef or baked chicken, mashed
potatoes & gravy, seasonal roasted vegetables, and dessert.

The HIS Committee is seeking your help! Items for bid at the
auction are needed by November 8" and the HIS group is
seeking your creativity! Do you have a God-given talent for
crafting, woodworking, arranging gift baskets, putting together
a vacation package, etc. ...? If you would like to create and/or
donate any item for the auction, please bring items to the
school by November 8 so we can prepare them for auction.
Thank you in advance! For questions, please call the school
office (715-743-2501) to be directed to any members of the
HIS committee.

Basket Donations: Our school families are putting together a
few raffle baskets to be put up for auction at our upcoming
Gala and Auction! If you'd like to contribute toward any of the
baskets, please feel free to do so. Basket donations can be
dropped off in the school office. Thanks!

Option 1: Help Us Build the Ultimate "Sports Fan"
Basket!

Here are some fun ideas to include in the "Sports Fan" basket:
Team merchandise (T-shirts, hats, scarves, mugs)

Game day snacks (popcorn, chips, nuts, beef jerky)
Sports-themed tumblers or water bottles

Gift cards (Dick’s Sporting Goods, Fanatics, Amazon, local
sports bars)

Tickets to a local game or event

Portable cooler or folding stadium seat

Mini sports games (tabletop basketball, cornhole, etc.)

Blanket or throw in team colors

Sports magazines or memorabilia
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Option 2: Help Us Create the Ultimate "Family Game
Night" Basket!

Here are some fun ideas to include in the “Family Game Night
basket:

Classic board games

Card games

Puzzle sets or brain teasers

Microwave popcorn or popcorn kits

Candy, snacks, or hot cocoa mixes

Cozy socks or family-themed mugs

Pizza gift card or takeout gift certificate

Movie night items (DVD, Redbox code, blanket)

Fun notepads or score-keeping supplies

Reusable snack bowls or serving trays

Option 3: Help Us Fill "The Principal’s Pouch”!

This unique item up for bid will include anything that can fit
inside Mr. Allard’s Fanny Pack!

Cash

Gift Cards

Lottery Tickets

Gum

Event Tickets Surprise us with your creativity!

”

Apparel Order: Our online store is now open for Hornet/ELC
apparel orders. The link to view items and order is below.
Apparel orders are due by November 16, and must be placed
online. To view items and order, go to:
https://jbc.chipply.com/stjohns/

Hospitalized: Pastor Guenther is hospitalized in Marshfield
receiving treatment for a bleeding ulcer. Let’s keep him in our
prayers.
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Mission Cry Used Bible Collection: So many of us have not
only one copy of the Bible, but several, with some of those
often doing little more than collecting dust. We have Bibles in
our churches. We have Bibles available in bookstores. We take
this for granted yet, in other parts of the world, many people
long to have their own copy of the Scriptures. In such places,
sometimes their pastor doesn’t even have a copy!

Mission Cry (MissionCry.com) began about 70 years ago when
a junk dealer found a Bible in the garbage and didn’t want to
throw it out. He kept collecting used Bibles and before long he
had a box full which he sent to India. All these years later
Mission Cry has sent nearly 500 million dollars’ worth of
donated Bibles and Christian books to over 180 nations around
the world.

NOW YOU HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE A BIBLE WITH
OTHERS. Donated used Bibles will be collected at your church
during the month of October. A family has volunteered to take
the collected Bibles to the collection site in Michigan. To help
with shipping the Bibles overseas, a small cash donation with
your Bible(s) would also be greatly appreciated.

There is a box in the entryway for you to place your
used Bibles in. If you have any questions, call Sandy
Luedeke, 715-743-6385.

LPS Prep Singers Visit: We are happy to let you know that
the Luther Prep Singers will be including St. John’s in their
spring tour. They will be joining us for a special Lenten service
on Wednesday, March 18%.

The LPS choir will be staying overnight here in Neillsville that
Wednesday (3/18) before continuing on with their tour. We are
in need of people who would be willing to house them
overnight. There will be a total of 40 people, and we are happy
to say that we already have volunteers to house 16 of them.

We have placed a sign-up sheet in the entryway. If anyone
else would be able to help provide housing, please sign up on
the sheet. Thanks!!
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The Lord guides his people to select public servants of
the gospel.

After 24 years of faithful service, Pastor Smithson decided to
retire. The members of the congregation knew that the Lord
would provide another pastor to care for their souls. Pastor
Smithson had assured them of that when he announced his
retirement. They didn’t know, however, how the Lord would
provide. Their retiring pastor had mentioned something about
the call process, but they had no idea what to expect.

Every year, hundreds of congregations face a similar situation.
A pastor retires. A principal accepts a divine call to serve
somewhere else. A teacher resigns to care for her children. As
a result, a congregation needs a new worker to serve in its
name as a representative of Christ.

In such times, we turn to the Scriptures. Unfortunately, there
is no book of Scripture that gives us a specific calling process.
The Lord gives his people great freedom. In light of what he
teaches in Scripture, he allows them to determine the process
in extending a divine call.

An example from Scripture

Though no sections of Scripture mandate a particular process,
some describe how the early Christian church extended calls.
In Acts 1:15-26, we find a sample process. While the disciples
were in Jerusalem awaiting the promised Holy Spirit, Peter
addressed the congregation. First, he laid out the ministry
need. Because Judas had gone “where he belongs” (Acts
1:25), there were only 11 apostles. In order to fulfill prophecy
and assist with the proclamation of the gospel, the believers
desired to call a replacement.

Then Peter explained the qualifications for the position. The
individual had to have been with the apostles from the
beginning of Jesus’ ministry. He was to be an eyewitness of
Jesus’ resurrection. The congregation, with the guidance and
supervision of the apostles, proposed a list of candidates—two
men: Justus and Matthias.

Recognizing that they were merely the Lord’s instruments in
extending this call, the congregation turned to the Lord in
prayer. Both of the candidates met the criteria presented. Not
knowing which of the two the Lord desired to serve as an
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apostle, they prayed, "Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show
us which of these two you have chosen to take over this
apostolic ministry” (Acts 1:24,25).

Then they "“cast lots” (Acts 1:26). We don’t know the details of
this process. It’s possible that, after discussing the candidates,
a vote was taken. The final words of Acts 1:26 could be
translated, "He was chosen by vote to be added to the eleven
apostles.” One way or another, a selection was made, and the
group recognized him as the Lord’s apostle.

Here are some important thoughts about this account. The call
sought the man; the man did not seek the call. Matthias or
Justus did not campaign for the office nor did they apply for
the position. The believers recognized that their role in the
process, while important, paled in comparison to the Lord’s
role.

A process not mandated in the Bible

The process the early Christians followed is an example. We
are free to determine a process that we think will best serve
the needs of congregations and ministries. That process,
however, must reflect the Scripture’s teaching about the divine
call and must also demonstrate love for others.

Some church bodies, as a regular practice, form pastor search
committees. Those committees advertise the opening and
request applications. They interview candidates and give them
an opportunity to preach in the congregation and meet with
the people. On the basis of the interviews and the comments
of members, one candidate is selected and called.

While acknowledging that there is no divinely mandated
process, the servant-leaders of our church body have agreed
upon a process that reflects Scripture’s teachings.

Because the Lord has given his church freedom in this matter,
we cannot condemn that practice as unscriptural or sinful. The
call is divine not on the basis of the process, but because the
Lord extends the call through his people and stands behind the
public ministry that he instituted. However, while we would be
free to use search committees, there are some clear dangers.
First, it may give the impression that the search committee
plays a more important role in the process than the Lord.
Second, it may rob the called individual of the comfort that the
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Lord has placed him in a particular place. Third, it may lead
congregation members to think that they have the right to fire
the worker, since they hired him.

The method used in WELS

While acknowledging that there is no divinely mandated
process, the servant-leaders of our church body have agreed
upon a process that reflects Scripture’s teaching on the divine
call. For the sake of order, they have decided to follow the
same process throughout the synod. Though calling bodies
may have the right to follow a different process, they will want,
out of love, to forego that right for the sake of unity and
peace.

The process bears some similarities to the one used in Acts 1.
When a congregation identifies a need for a pastor, whether
that’s to expand ministry or to replace a departing worker, the
leaders contact the president of their district. The district
president meets with the members of the congregation in a
pre-call meeting. At that meeting, the congregation identifies
its opportunities and challenges and what it believes it needs in
the man who will serve as its pastor. Because some may
harbor unrealistic expectations, the district president will
gently remind the congregation that neither Jesus nor the
apostle Paul is available for a call.

After meeting with the congregation, the district president
prepares a list of candidates. He does not draw names from a
hat or throw darts at a board. He seeks counsel and
suggestions from others. With patience and prayer, he
develops a list. He provides basic information about each of
the candidates, with the confidence that the Lord could use
any of the men on the list to bless the calling body. None of
them applied for the position, because the call seeks the man.

After the district president or his representative presents the
list of candidates, the members of the calling body turn to the
Lord in prayer. Trusting that the Good Shepherd is guiding the
process, they free themselves from the stress of picking just
the right person for the office. The members of the
congregation discuss the candidates and then cast their vote,
trusting the Lord to guide their decision. Balloting continues
until one has received the majority of the votes. At that time,
the call is made unanimous to assure the individual called that
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the members of the congregation recognize it as the Lord’s
call.

Once the call has been extended, the people of God turn again
to the Lord in prayer. They ask the Lord to bless the one called
with wisdom as he considers this new opportunity to serve.
Then they wait for the Lord, in his time, to provide the worker
that the Lord desires the congregation to have.

This is the second article in a four-part series on the divine
call. It is a reprint of a series run in 2012 in “Forward in
Christ.”
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To assist you in worship:
Personal listening devices are available for anyone to use.
Please talk to the ushers for assistance.
Large-print bulletins available in the entryway.
Personal Prayers: Red Hymnal (pp. 10-11); Blue Hymnal
(inside front cover)
Preparation for Lord’s Supper: Red Hymnal (p. 156); Blue
Hymnal (pp. 295-296)
Luther’s Small Catechism: Blue Hymnal (pp. 286-293)

We love seeing young children in church as we want
families to worship together. We also love to hear children
making a "joyful noise to the Lord." If you need some privacy
for feeding an infant or changing a diaper, please make use of
our parents' room off the north side of the entryway where
you can still listen to the service.

Visitors, if you would like to know more about our church or
school, please introduce yourself to our pastor. He would be
delighted to speak with you and serve you in whatever way he

can.
St. John’s Lutheran Church & School
711 & 805 W 5t" St., Neillsville, WI 54456
Contact Info
Church & School Office: stjohns1886@gmail.com
715-743-2501
Tim Biebert, Pastor: 1fisheromen@gmail.com
715-819-0456 (cell)
715-743-3015 (home)
Mike Allard, Principal: allardmji@gmail.com
715-937-7534 (cell)
John Hagedorn, Chairman: hagedornjohnw2@gmail.com
715-743-4653 (home)
Website: www.stjohnsneillsville.com
Facebook (church): www.facebook.com/stjohnsneillsville/
Facebook (school): www.facebook.com/stjohnshornets/

Worship Schedule
Sunday-9:00 a.m.
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