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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 

711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI  54456 

Member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 
 

"Welcome Visitors & Members!" 
To those who are visiting us for the first time, we extend our 
sincere welcome; to our friends who know us we renew our 
welcome; to those who seek a church home we invite you to be 
part of our family and enjoy fellowship with our Savior.  
For further assistance in worship and information on our church, 
please see the back cover. 
 

Reformation Sunday 

October 26, 2025 

 
Many people believe that freedom means being able to do 
whatever you want. Jesus says that living however you want does 
not make you free. In fact, if you take that attitude toward life you 
will end up a slave. You will only be free—spiritually, emotionally, 
eternally—“If you hold to my teaching” and therefore “know the 
truth.” Truth is the cause that effects freedom.  
Our focus today:  CAUSE/EFFECT Truth/Freedom 
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582 Not unto Us   CW 21 

 

 

 

 
Text: Kurt J. Eggert, 1923–1993, alt. 
Tune: Kurt J. Eggert, 1923–1993 
Text and tune: © 1975 Kurt J. Eggert, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538 
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The Common Service  CW 93 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
 Spirit. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 
sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, 
and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

Kyrie 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given 
his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, 
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. (spoken) 
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M: In the peace of forgiveness, the Choir will sing. 

Choir sings “The Lord Is My Light and My Salvation” 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

M: Let us pray. 
Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy 
Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your 
Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend 
them against all their enemies, and bestow on the church 
your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 

 
First Reading:  Jeremiah 31:31–34 
31Yes, the days are coming, declares the LORD, 
when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah. 
32It will not be like the covenant I made with their fathers, 
when I took them by the hand 
and led them out of the land of Egypt. 
They broke that covenant of mine, 
although I was a husband to them, declares the LORD. 
33But this is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, declares the LORD. 
I will put my law in their minds, 
and I will write it on their hearts. 
I will be their God, 
and they will be my people. 
34No longer will each one teach his neighbor, 
or each one teach his brother, saying, “Know the LORD,” 
because they will all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD, 
for I will forgive their guilt, 
and I will remember their sins no more.  
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Psalm 46  CW Supplement
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Second Reading:  Galatians 5:1–6 
1It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do 

not allow anyone to put the yoke of slavery on you again. 2Look, I, Paul, 

tell you that if you allow yourselves to be circumcised, Christ will be of 

no benefit to you. 3I testify again to every man who allows himself to be 

circumcised that he is obligated to do the whole law. 4You who are 

trying to be declared righteous by the law are completely separated 

from Christ. You have fallen from grace. 
5Indeed, through the Spirit, we by faith are eagerly waiting for the sure 

hope of righteousness. 6For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 

uncircumcision matters. Rather, it is faith working through love that 

matters. 

 

Verse of the Day:  John 8:31,32 
Alleluia! If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then 

you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. Alleluia! 
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Gospel Reading:  John 8:31–36 

  
31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you remain in my 
word, you are really my disciples. 32You will also know the truth, and 
the truth will set you free.” 
33“We are Abraham's descendants,” they answered, “and we have 
never been slaves of anyone. How can you say, ‘You will be set free’?” 
34Jesus answered, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Everyone who keeps 
committing sin is a slave to sin. 35But a slave does not remain in the 
family forever. A son does remain forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, 
you really will be free. 
 

 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell. 
  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
 almighty.  

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.   
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558:1-3,5,6,10 Salvation unto Us Has Come CW 21  

 

 

 

  
6 Since Christ has full atonement made 

    and brought to us salvation, 
each Christian therefore may be glad 
    and build on this foundation. 
Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 
your death is now my life indeed, 
    for you have paid my ransom. 

 
10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 

    to Father, Son, and Spirit, 
the God who saved us by his grace; 
    all glory to his merit! 
O triune God in heav’n above, 
you have revealed your saving love; 
    your blessèd name be hallowed! 

Text: Paul Speratus, 1484–1551, abr., alt.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.   Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524   Text and tune: 
Public domain  



9 

SERMON TEXT:  John 8:31-36 
THETRUTH FREES YOU TO BE YOU  

I. YOU WERE DESIGNED TO BE A CHILD OF GOD.  
II. ONLY ONE TRUTH FREES YOU TO BE YOU. 

 

 

 

OFFERING-The members of St. John’s have joined 
together to do the Lord’s work in this community and 
around the world. Guests need not feel obligated to 

participate in this offering which supports our ministry, but 
please use this QR code to fill out a short form giving us a digital 
record of your attendance. Visitors may also fill out our guest register 
by the drinking fountain in the entryway. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done  
    on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
  as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
  and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
 

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Common Service © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
Scripture quotations taken from the Evangelical Heritage Version. Copyright by the Wartburg Project 
2019.  EHV (Evangelical Heritage Version) is a registered trademark of the Wartburg Project. All rights 
reserved.   All music is used by permission under OneLicense.net #716538-A; CCLI Print License #5428473 
 

  



11 

201:  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  CW 93 
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This Week at St. John’s:  Oct 26, 2025 
SERVING US TODAY 

Greeters:  Ed & Jenn Schmid 

Ushers:  Team 1-Joel Zschernitz’ team 
Altar Guild:  Linda Biebert & Megan Allard 
Donating Bulletins:  Shelley Hardesty in memory of Jane Zank  

Oct Website:  Rosie Murphy in memory of Eva Kurasz birthday 

SERVING US NEXT SUNDAY 

Greeters:  Linda Biebert & Jenny Pagenkopf 
Ushers:  Team 2-Verlyn Shaw’s team 
Altar Guild:  Charlene Siebert  

~OPPORTUNITIES TO GROW & SERVE~  
TODAY  9:00 AM Reformation Worship Service 

   Choir sings 
   10:15 AM Sunday School & Bible Class 
   2:00 PM Trunk or Treat 

   5:30 PM Youth Night, St. Mark 
MON-MON  Pastor Biebert on Vacation 

MONDAY  3:15 PM Faculty Meeting 
WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM Chapel 
   9:30 AM Grandparents’ Day Program 

   12:00 PM School Dismisses 
   No Bible Study 

   No Choir or Handbells 
THURS-FRI  No School-State Teachers Conference 

NEXT SUNDAY 9:00 AM Communion Service 
   10:15 AM Sunday School/No Bible Class 
   4:00 PM Pioneers 

 
Worship the Lord with Gladness:  Oct. 19-251 

Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth: 
Thankoffering Given last Sunday:   

$12,696.90 (Home); $1,022.50 (Missions) 
Needed per week for Home:  $8,600.00 
Owed on line of credit:  $61,898.27  
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CHURCH NEWS 

Reformation:  Today we are celebrating the Lutheran 

Reformation, the birthday of the Lutheran church. What 
exactly is the reformation?  

Over 500 years ago, the Christian church was corrupted by 
many false teachings. A man named Martin Luther led people 
back to the teachings of the Bible. His work, and that of his 

friends, is called the Reformation. Through Luther God 
restored the church to purity of doctrine and a new life of faith 

in Christ.  

The Festival of the Lutheran Reformation of the Church 
emphasizes the true Church’s unfailing reliance on the Word of 

God and unflinching testimony to it in the face of persecution. 
Jesus promised to pour out his Spirit on the Church that we 

might be God’s mouthpiece even before kings. We pray that 
the Lord give us the strength to be faithful and the peace of 
knowing our lives are safe in his hands. “Lord, keep us 

steadfast in your Word!” 

(Offerings given in your special Reformation envelopes will go 

toward Missions.) 

Bible Class:  Bible Class resumes today as we continue our 

study on Apologetics--Defending our Faith. Join us in the 
church basement after the worship service. 

Sunday School:  Sunday School classes will be held from 

10:15 to 11:30 for children age 3 through 4th Grade. 
Preschool & Kindergarten will meet in the church basement; 

Gr. 1-4 will meet in school.  

Trunk or Treat:  Trunk or Treat will be held this afternoon 
from 2:00-4:00 here in the church parking lot. All are invited. 

Youth Night:  A WELS Youth Night will be held this evening at 
St. Mark Lutheran Church in Eau Claire from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

All teens in 8th Grade through 1st year out of high school are 
welcome to attend this free event. Come after dinner and 
enjoy an evening with like-minded teens worshipping our 

Savior. There will be games, prizes, small groups, snacks, 
teen-led music, and a keynote speaker. The theme will be “A 

Night of “Godpliments.” 
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No Wednesday Bible Study:  There will be no Wednesday 
Bible study this week, as Pastor Biebert will be on vacation. 

No Choir or Bells:  Because our choir and handbell directors 
will both be attending teachers conference this week, there will 

be no choir or bell rehearsal this Wednesday. 

Grandparents Program:  Grades 3K-5th will be putting on a 
program for grandparents (and aunts, uncles, parents, etc.) 

this Wednesday, October 29th. We will have chapel at 9:00 that 
morning, and following chapel will continue with the activities 

being planned. All grandparents and other relatives are invited 
to join us for chapel at 9:00 and for the activities/program, 
which will be done at 11:00. 

School Schedule:  School will dismiss at noon this 
Wednesday, and there will be no school this Thursday and 

Friday, or next Monday, November 3rd. Our teachers will be 
attending state teachers conference in Milwaukee this 
Thursday and Friday.  

Student of the Week:  The student of the week 
is Addie Allard. Addie is in 3rd Grade. She is a 

hard worker, gets her work done, is respectful, is 
always willing to help out, and really loves owls. 

Congratulations Addie! 

Parent-Teacher Conferences:  Our first parent-teacher 
conferences of the school year will be held the week of 

November 3rd. 

Special Thanks:  Now that our flag football and volleyball 

seasons are done, we would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the many wonderful parents and other volunteer helpers 
we had in our concession stand. Your hard work and 

willingness to help out in this way is greatly appreciated! 

Fall Dinner Wrap-Up:  We would like to thank all who 

attended our Fall Dinner last Sunday. We served 262 people, 
and $1,757.80 was the total given in free-will donations. This 
money will go into our tuition assistance fund.  

We also thank all who provided food, helped in the kitchen, 
and helped with serving and clean-up. Special thanks to Grant 

& Darla Harder from Schmitty’s for catering and donating the 
ham, potatoes, and corn. All the wonderful support is greatly 
appreciated!! 
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Thank You:  “To my fellow friends of St. John’s, Thank you for 
the recognition of being your honored guest at the Fall Dinner 

this past Sunday. I truly felt the love and appreciation from the 
St. John’s family, and the meal was fabulous as always.  

My heart is full as I reflect on my children’s years as Hornets. I 
have loved serving alongside the faithful families at St. John’s. 
I am humbled by the countless hours the school staff pours 

into the school beyond their regular workdays. Their dedication 
to the mission field in Neillsville does not go unnoticed, and 

their vision for this school is inspiring. 

My children have not only received an excellent academic 
education, but they have also been reminded each and every 

day how deeply their Savior loves them. For that, I am truly 
grateful—and I will always be a “friend” of St. John’s! 

Thank you!”  Stacy Mathis 

Candy Bags:  We would once again like to fill candy bags to 
give to the children after their Christmas program in 

December. We are in need of cash donations to help cover the 
cost of the candy and other items. Please mark your donation 

“candy bags” and place your gift in the offering basket or turn 
in at the school office. Thanks! 

Church Piano:  We recently had some needed repairs done on 
the piano in the front of church, and were told that these 
repairs should allow it to last for quite awhile yet. An 

anonymous member donated money to cover the majority of 
the $944 total cost. We still need about $150. If anyone is 

willing to donate toward this, please mark your gift “church 
piano” and place it in the offering basket. Thank you! 

Gala and Auction:  We will be holding a Gala and Auction at 

Fannie’s Supper Club on Saturday, November 15, to raise 
funds for our school bathroom remodeling project. The event 

will begin at 5:00 p.m. on November 15th, with the meal at 
6:00 p.m. and the auction at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $35 and 
can be purchased at the school office. The event will include a 

buffet-style meal of roast beef or baked chicken, mashed 
potatoes & gravy, seasonal roasted vegetables, and dessert. 

The HIS Committee is seeking your help! Items for bid at the 
auction are needed by November 8th and the HIS group is 
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seeking your creativity! Do you have a God-given talent for 
crafting, woodworking, arranging gift baskets, putting together 

a vacation package, etc. …? If you would like to create and/or 
donate any item for the auction, please bring items to the 

school by November 8th so we can prepare them for auction. 
Thank you in advance! For questions, please call the school 
office (715-743-2501) to be directed to any members of the 

HIS committee. 

Basket Donations:  Our school families are putting together a 

few raffle baskets to be put up for auction at our upcoming 
Gala and Auction! If you’d like to contribute toward any of the 
baskets, please feel free to do so. Basket donations can be 

dropped off in the school office. Thanks!  
Option 1: Help Us Build the Ultimate "Sports Fan" 

Basket! 
Here are some fun ideas to include in the "Sports Fan" basket: 
Team merchandise (T-shirts, hats, scarves, mugs) 

Game day snacks (popcorn, chips, nuts, beef jerky) 
Sports-themed tumblers or water bottles 

Gift cards (Dick’s Sporting Goods, Fanatics, Amazon, local 
sports bars) 

Tickets to a local game or event 
Portable cooler or folding stadium seat 
Mini sports games (tabletop basketball, cornhole, etc.) 

Blanket or throw in team colors 
Sports magazines or memorabilia 

Option 2: Help Us Create the Ultimate "Family Game 
Night" Basket! 
Here are some fun ideas to include in the “Family Game Night” 

basket: 
Classic board games 

Card games 
Puzzle sets or brain teasers 
Microwave popcorn or popcorn kits 

Candy, snacks, or hot cocoa mixes 
Cozy socks or family-themed mugs 

Pizza gift card or takeout gift certificate 
Movie night items (DVD, Redbox code, blanket) 
Fun notepads or score-keeping supplies 

Reusable snack bowls or serving trays 
Option 3: Help Us Fill “The Principal’s Pouch”! 
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This unique item up for bid will include anything that can fit 
inside Mr. Allard’s Fanny Pack! 

Cash 
Gift Cards 

Lottery Tickets 
Gum 
Event Tickets  Surprise us with your creativity! 

Apparel Order:  Our online store is now open for Hornet/ELC 
apparel orders. The link to view items and order is below. 

Apparel orders are due by November 16, and must be placed 
online. To view items and order, go to: 
https://jbc.chipply.com/stjohns/ 

Hospitalized:  Pastor Guenther has returned home. Dorothy 
Henchen is hospitalized in Marshfield and may need more 

surgery. Don Wagner is hospitalized in Neillsville. Let’s keep 
them in our prayers. 

Vacation:  Pastor Biebert will be on vacation this afternoon 

through the afternoon of Monday, November 3rd. If you are in 
need of pastoral care during this time, please call Pastor 

Nathan Wilke at 308-660-2648.  

FIC:  The November edition of “Forward In Christ” is available 

in the entryway. 

Calendar:  November calendars are available in the entryway. 

Together:  Copies of the October 21 edition of “Together” are 

available on the table in the entryway.  

Mission Cry Used Bible Collection:  So many of us have not 

only one copy of the Bible, but several, with some of those 
often doing little more than collecting dust. We have Bibles in 
our churches. We have Bibles available in bookstores. We take 

this for granted yet, in other parts of the world, many people 
long to have their own copy of the Scriptures. In such places, 

sometimes their pastor doesn’t even have a copy! 

Mission Cry (MissionCry.com) began about 70 years ago when 
a junk dealer found a Bible in the garbage and didn’t want to 

throw it out. He kept collecting used Bibles and before long he 
had a box full which he sent to India. All these years later 

Mission Cry has sent nearly 500 million dollars’ worth of 
donated Bibles and Christian books to over 180 nations around 
the world. 

https://jbc.chipply.com/stjohns/
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NOW YOU HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE A BIBLE WITH 
OTHERS. Donated used Bibles will be collected at your church 

during the month of October.  A family has volunteered to take 
the collected Bibles to the collection site in Michigan.  To help 

with shipping the Bibles overseas, a small cash donation with 
your Bible(s) would also be greatly appreciated. 

There is a box in the entryway for you to place your 

used Bibles in. If you have any questions, call Sandy 
Luedeke, 715-743-6385. 

Stove:  The new stove has been installed in the school 
kitchen. The oldest stove, that wasn’t being used any more, is 
available for anyone who would like to have it, for a free-will 

donation. It is currently in the shed. If you’d like to take a look 
at it or have questions, please contact any of our school board 

members:  Doug Zank, Ed Schmid, or Joseph Biebert. 

LPS Prep Singers Visit:  We are happy to let you know that 
the Luther Prep Singers will be including St. John’s in their 

spring tour. They will be joining us for a special Lenten service 
on Wednesday, March 18th.  

The LPS choir will be staying overnight here in Neillsville that 
Wednesday (3/18) before continuing on with their tour. We are 

in need of people who would be willing to house them 
overnight. There will be a total of 40 people, and we are happy 
to say that we already have volunteers to house 16 of them. 

We have placed a sign-up sheet in the entryway. If anyone 
else would be able to help provide housing, please sign up on 

the sheet. Thanks!! 

Advent by Candlelight--Save the Date!  It's never too early 
to mark your calendars for this important event! St. Paul's 

Lutheran Church in Wisconsin Rapids will be holding an Advent 
by Candlelight at their church on Sunday, December 7, starting 

at 2:00 p.m. The women of our congregation and their female 
family members and friends are invited. This is a wonderful 
afternoon of the Word, music, and fellowship to help you 

prepare your hearts for the Advent season before the holidays 
get into full swing. Look for further information in upcoming 

bulletins.  
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To assist you in worship: 

 Personal listening devices are available for anyone to use. 

Please talk to the ushers for assistance.  

 Large-print bulletins available in the entryway. 

 Personal Prayers:  Red Hymnal (pp. 10-11); Blue Hymnal 

(inside front cover) 

 Preparation for Lord’s Supper:  Red Hymnal (p. 156); Blue 

Hymnal (pp. 295-296) 

 Luther’s Small Catechism:  Blue Hymnal (pp. 286-293) 
 
We love seeing young children in church as we want 

families to worship together. We also love to hear children 

making a "joyful noise to the Lord." If you need some privacy 

for feeding an infant or changing a diaper, please make use of 

our parents' room off the north side of the entryway where 

you can still listen to the service. 
 
Visitors, if you would like to know more about our church or 

school, please introduce yourself to our pastor. He would be 

delighted to speak with you and serve you in whatever way he 

can.  
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church & School 

711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI  54456 

Contact Info 

Church & School Office:   stjohns1886@gmail.com   

     715-743-2501 

Tim Biebert, Pastor:   1fisheromen@gmail.com 

     715-819-0456 (cell) 

     715-743-3015 (home) 

Mike Allard, Principal:    allardmj1@gmail.com 

     715-937-7534 (cell) 

John Hagedorn, Chairman:  hagedornjohnw2@gmail.com 

     715-743-4653 (home) 
 
Website:     www.stjohnsneillsville.com 

Facebook (church):  www.facebook.com/stjohnsneillsville/ 

Facebook (school):   www.facebook.com/stjohnshornets/ 
 

Worship Schedule 

Sunday-9:00 a.m. 
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