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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 

711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI  54456 

Member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 
 

"Welcome Visitors & Members!" 
To those who are visiting us for the first time, we extend our 
sincere welcome; to our friends who know us we renew our 
welcome; to those who seek a church home we invite you to be 
part of our family and enjoy fellowship with our Savior.  
For further assistance in worship and information on our church, 
please see the back cover. 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

June 21, 2026 
 

Believers in God and their ministers have always been persecuted. 
Religious leaders in Jerusalem tried to muzzle the truth, but they 
only succeeded in sending people to preach the Word throughout 
the land. The Roman Empire persecuted Christians with stakes and 
lions, but God’s Church exploded with growth. In Martin Luther’s 
day, both pope and emperor tried to limit the gospel movement 
that was spreading from Germany, but God led many people to 
speak his truth. God wants his people to keep the faith and preach 
the Word even in the face of opposition. 
 
Our focus today:  SAY IT OUT LOUD-KEEP THE FAITH 
 



 

2 

Hymn 874 Preserve Your Word, O Savior CW 21 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Andreas Gryphius, 1616–1664, abr.; tr. William J. Schaefer, 1891–1976, alt. 
Tune: Leonhart Schröter, c. 1532–c. 1601 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538 
Tune: Public domain 

 



 

3 

Service of the Word CW 93 
(All liturgical responses will be spoken) 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love 
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him 
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us 
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. 
In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not 
deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing 
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the 
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has 
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 
give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
C: Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. 
Your faithfulness continues forever. 
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: O God, because your abiding presence always goes with us, 

keep us aware of your daily mercies that we may live secure 
and content in your eternal love; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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THE WORD 
First Reading:  Jeremiah 20:7–13 
7You persuaded me, LORD, and I agreed to it. 
You are stronger than I am, and you won out. 
I have become a laughingstock all day long, 
and everyone is mocking me. 
8Whenever I speak, I cry out. 
I cry out, “Violence and destruction!” 
But the word of the LORD has brought scorn on me. 
I am mocked all day long. 
9If I say, “I will not mention him 
or speak in his name anymore,” 
then there is a burning fire in my heart, 
shut up in my bones, 
and I am weary of holding it in. 
I cannot! 
10I hear many whispering, 
“Terror on every side!” 
All my close friends, 
those who are watching for my fall, say, 
“Denounce him! Let's denounce him. 
Perhaps he can be pressured into making a mistake. 
Then we will have the upper hand against him, 
and we will take our revenge on him.” 
11But the LORD is with me like a terrifying warrior. 
So my persecutors will stumble, 
and they will not gain the upper hand. 
They will be put to shame completely, 
because they have not been successful. 
Their eternal disgrace will never be forgotten. 
12 LORD of Armies, you test the righteous. 
You see the heart and the mind. 
Let me see your vengeance on them, 
for I have laid out my case before you. 
13Sing to the LORD! 
Praise the LORD, 
for he has delivered the life of the needy 
from the hand of the wicked. 
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Psalm 91 
M: One who lives in the shelter of the Most High 
C:  will stay in the shadow of the Almighty. 
 
M: I will say to the Lord, 
C:  “My refuge and my fortress, my God in whom I trust.” 
  
M: Under His wings you will find refuge. 
C:  His truth will be your shield and armor. 
 
M: You will not fear the terror of night, 
C:  nor the arrow that flies by day. 
  
M: Yes, You, LORD, are my refuge! 
C:  The LORD says, “Because he clings to me, I will rescue him.” 
 
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen.     
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Second Reading:  2 Timothy 4:1–8 
1I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who is 
going to judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing 
and his kingdom: 2Preach the word. Be ready whether it is convenient 
or not. Correct, rebuke, and encourage, with all patience and teaching. 
3For there will come a time when people will not put up with sound 
doctrine. Instead, because they have itching ears, they will accumulate 
for themselves teachers in line with their own desires. 4They will also 
turn their ears away from the truth and will turn aside to myths. 
5As for you, keep a clear head in every situation. Bear hardship. Do the 
work of an evangelist. Fulfill your ministry. 
6You see, I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the 
time of my departure has come. 7I have fought the good fight; I have 
finished the race; I have kept the faith. 8From now on, there is reserved 
for me the crown of righteousness. The Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
give it to me on that day, and not only to me but also to everyone who 
loved his appearing. 
 
Verse of the Day:  2 Corinthians 12:9 
M: Alleluia! My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 

 perfect in weakness. Alleluia! 

C: Alleluia! These words are written that we may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia!  
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Gospel Reading:  Matthew 10:5a, 21–33 
5Jesus sent these twelve out and commanded them, 
21“Brother will hand over his brother to death, and a father will do the 
same with his child. Children will rise up against parents and have 
them put to death. 22You will be hated by all people because of my 
name, but whoever endures to the end will be saved. 23And when they 
persecute you in one town, flee to the next. Amen I tell you: You will not 
finish going through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 
24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor is a servant above his master. 
25It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher and the servant like 
his master. If the master of the house was called Beelzebul, how much 
more the members of his household! 
26“So do not be afraid of them, because there is nothing concealed that 
will not be revealed, and nothing hidden that will not be made known. 
27What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; and what you hear 
whispered in your ear, proclaim from the housetops. 28Do not fear 
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, fear the one 
who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 
29“Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them will 
fall to the ground without the knowledge and consent of your Father. 
30And even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31So do not be 
afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows. 
32“Everyone who confesses me before others, I will also confess before 
my Father who is in heaven. 33But whoever denies me before others, I 
will also deny before my Father who is in heaven. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Hymn 823 Jesus, Priceless Treasure CW 21 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–1677, abr.; (sts. 1–2, 4–5): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; (st. 3): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON TEXT:  2 Timothy 4:1-8 
ITCHING EARS NEED TO HEAR THE TRUTH 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell. 
  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
 almighty.  
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
RESPONSIVE PRAYER 
M: Merciful God, in Christ You have removed the wages of sin and 

given the free gift of eternal life. 
C:  Cultivate that life within us, that we may conform our lives 

to Your holy teaching and bear fruit that befits repentance. 
 
M: God of our salvation, Your Son warned that Your people would 

face opposition from the world. 
C:  Give courage and fortitude to Your pastors and people, that 

they would boldly sing Your praises, gladly endure suffering 
for the name of Jesus, and continue by Your grace to the end. 

 
M: Heavenly Father, from whom all fatherhood is named, we give 

You thanks for earthly fathers. Give them confidence in their 
station and zeal for their task to care for their families faithfully. 

C:  Make them examples to their children of godly life and love 
of Your Word. Bless their work of bringing up children in the 
fear and instruction of the Lord, and give them the comfort 
of Your absolution over all their shortcomings. 
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M: O Father, not one of the sparrows falls to the ground apart from 
You. 

C:  Look with favor upon all who are sick, weary, grieving or 
lonely. Grant that they know how You value Your children 
and graciously care for them. 

 
M: O Lord, You deliver our feet from falling and our souls from 

death. 
C:  Receive our thanks for the saints who have gone before us. 

Preserve us in Your grace, that we may walk before You in 
the light of life forever. All these things and whatever else 
You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him 
who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen. 

 
OFFERING & WELS CONNECTION-- The members of 

St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work 
in this community and around the world. Guests 
need not feel obligated to participate in this offering 

which supports our ministry, but please use this QR 
code to fill out a short form giving us a digital record of 

your attendance.  
Visitors can also sign our guest register in the entryway by the 
drinking fountain. 
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Hymn 895 Preach You the Word CW 21 

 

 

 
 
5 Of all his scattered plenteousness 

    one-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat, 
and bears a harvest, hundredfold: 
    “Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!” 

 
6 Preach you the Word and plant it home 

    and never faint; the Harvest Lord 
who gave the sower seed to sow 
    will watch and tend his planted Word. 

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–1976, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder D. Martini Lutheri, Leipzig, 1589 
Text: © 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538 
Tune: Public domain 
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PRAYER 
M:  Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works 

come from you. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the 
world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your 
commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies, 
that we may live in peace and quietness, through the merits of 
Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done  
   on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
 as we forgive those  
 who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours  
 now and forever. Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one 

another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Service of The Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Scripture quotations taken from the Evangelical Heritage Version. Copyright by the Wartburg Project 
2019.  EHV (Evangelical Heritage Version) is a registered trademark of the Wartburg Project. All rights 
reserved.   All music is used by permission under OneLicense.net #716538-A; CCLI Print License #5428473. 
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This Week at St. John’s:  June 21, 2026 
SERVING US TODAY 

Pastor:  Pastor Jon Guenther 
Greeters:  Dawn Arndt & Anita Berry 

Ushers:  Team 1-Joel Zschernitz’ team 
Altar Guild:   Rachel Anderson & Jenny Shadrick  
Bulletins:  Schmid Family 

June Website:  Rosie Murphy in honor of hers & Bernard’s 
anniversary 

SERVING US NEXT SUNDAY 
Pastor:  Pastor Glenn Seefeldt 

Greeters:  Lynn Crothers & Janice Suckow 
Ushers:  Team 2-Verlyn Shaw’s team 
Altar Guild:   Lynda Urban 

~OPPORTUNITIES TO GROW & SERVE~  
TODAY  9:00 AM Worship Service 

   Happy Father’s Day! 
MON—MON  Mrs. Trunkel on Vacation 
NEXT SUNDAY 9:00 AM Worship Service 

   10:15 AM LIGHTS serve refreshments 

Worship the Lord with Gladness: 

Last Sunday:  94 

Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth: 
Thankoffering Given Last Week:   

$7,313.70 (Home); $452.00 (Missions) 
Needed per week for Home:  $9,035.00 

Owed on line of credit:  $49,153.28 
 

Donations Given:  $10,070.00 

Amount Still Needed: $  3,812.44  
 

Donations for Moving Expenses:  $2,320.00 
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CHURCH NEWS 

Guest Pastor:  We thank Pastor Jon Guenther for leading our 
worship service this morning and look forward to hearing his 
message from God’s Word. Thank you for your willing service, 

Pastor Guenther! 

Vacancy Notes:  We have guest pastors to lead our service 

for each of our vacancy Sundays. 
June 21:  Pastor Jon Guenther 
June 28:  Pastor Glenn Seefeldt 

July 5:  Pastor Ron Baerbock 
July 12:  Pastor Ron Baerbock 

Communion during the vacancy:  In order to make things as 
stress-free and uncomplicated as possible for our guest 
pastors, the council decided that we would have communion at 

the rail all of the remaining communion Sundays during the 
vacancy (July 5, July 12). 

Pastor Wilke of Globe & Christie has been called to serve as 
our vacancy pastor. He will be visiting shut-ins, making 
hospital calls, and conducting any funerals we may have during 
the vacancy. If you or a loved one is hospitalized, please call 

Pastor Wilke at 308-660-2648, or you can email him at 
pastorwilke@gmail.com. 

 

Pastor Walsh Installation:  The installation service for 
Pastor Walsh will be held at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, July 12th. 

We hope many of our members can attend this very important 
service. 

Pot-Luck Meal:  Following the installation service, we will be 
having a pot-luck supper in the school gym. All of you are 
invited to attend. Please bring a dish to pass. 

Gift Card Shower:  Since Pastor and Ruth Walsh already have 
household supplies, we thought a gift card “shower” would be 

a good idea. If you’d like to give them a gift, please consider 
purchasing local-area gift cards. This will help them to get used 
to the area as they shop. You can give them your gift 

personally, or you can bring your gift to the pot-luck meal on 
July 12th. 
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Let’s welcome Pastor Walsh and family with a Pantry 
Shower! Help us fill their pantry and home with everyday 

essentials as they begin their ministry with us. Bring an item 
from the suggested list below and leave at designated spot at 

church or ELC. These items would be waiting for them when 
they arrive on July 3. Contact Donna Anding with any 
questions at 715-937-0646. 

Food Items 
• Pasta and pasta sauce 

• Rice 
• Cereal 
• Oatmeal 

• Peanut butter and jelly 
• Canned vegetables 

• Canned fruit 
• Soups 
• Tuna and canned chicken 

• Macaroni and cheese 
• Coffee and tea 

• Crackers 
• Baking mixes 

• Flour, sugar, and spices 
• Cooking oil 
• Bottled water 

Household Items 
• Paper towels 

• Toilet paper 
• Facial tissue 
• Aluminum foil 

• Plastic wrap 
• Storage bags 

• Dish soap 
• Laundry detergent 
• Trash bags 

• Napkins 
• Paper plates 

• Plasticware 
• Cups 

Personal Care Items 

• Shampoo and conditioner 
• Hand soap 
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• Toothpaste 
• Body wash 

• Lotion 

Cash to buy items for freezer or refrigerator. 

Note from Pastor Walsh:  “Hello, brothers and sisters at St. 
John’s! I am eager to arrive and begin serving you all. Over 
the next year, I hope to visit all our members at home. Please 

start thinking about when your schedule would allow for a 
short visit from me. God richly bless you all!” – Pastor Walsh 

Vacation:  Mrs. Trunkel will be on vacation tomorrow through 
Monday, June 29. Messages left on the church or school phone 
will be checked periodically. 

Digital Worship:  Because of vacation schedules, worship 
DVDs for today and June 28 will not be available until July 1, 

and those two services will not be available on Facebook or 
Vimeo until July 1. Sorry for any inconvenience! 

July Calendars:  July calendars are available on the table in 

the entryway. 

Schedules:  Usher and Greeter schedules for July through 

December were emailed out this past week. Hard copies are 
available on the table in the entryway. 

Refreshments Next Sunday:  Our LIGHTS group will be 
serving refreshments under the canopy after the worship 
service next Sunday. All are invited to enjoy some goodies and 

extra fellowship. 

Day Camp:  Day Camp this year is scheduled for July 13th-

17th. The theme for this year is Ride the Wave! with our 
theme passage taken from Isaiah 43:2 “When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; and when you 

pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. 
When you walk through the fire you will not be burned; 

the flames will not set you ablaze.” Kids will enjoy all the 
fun of summer camp such as games, crafts, songs, snacks, 
Bible stories, and skits. 

We will once again be hosting Camp Phillip Staff to help run 
camp and to bring something new to our community! We are 

running low on funds this year in the Day Camp account and 
could use monetary donations. Also, to help camp run 
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smoothly- we need volunteers! We will need a couple 
individuals willing to lead a section. We will also need 

counselors to help lead children through each activity (these 
can be teenagers or adults) Please consider helping with this 

exciting outreach opportunity! 

If you are interested in volunteering or have any questions 
about camp, please contact Megan Allard (715) 937-7535. 

Hospitalized:  Ina Mae Dux is currently recovering from a fall 
and having rehab at North Shore Healthcare in Marshfield. 

Let’s keep her in our prayers. 

Money Counter Needed:  We are in need of another money 
counter, male or female. If you have a couple of hours on 

Monday afternoons (occasionally Tuesdays) and would be 
interested in helping, please talk to Pat Strangfeld. Thanks! 

St. John's Church Apparel Order Now Open!  It’s time to 
update your wardrobe with new church apparel! Whether you 
are looking for t-shirts, long sleeves, hoodies, or polos, we 

have a variety of logo styles and sizes and colors available. 
Please visit https://jbc.chipply.com/stjohns/ to view the 

options and place your order. Orders must be submitted by 
Sunday, July 5. If you have any questions, please contact the 

church office or Mr. Allard. 

 

https://jbc.chipply.com/stjohns/
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To assist you in worship: 

 Personal listening devices are available for anyone to use. 

Please talk to the ushers for assistance.  

 Large-print bulletins available in the entryway. 

 Personal Prayers:  Red Hymnal (pp. 10-11); Blue Hymnal 

(inside front cover) 

 Preparation for Lord’s Supper:  Red Hymnal (p. 156); Blue 

Hymnal (pp. 295-296) 

 Luther’s Small Catechism:  Blue Hymnal (pp. 286-293) 
 
We love seeing young children in church as we want 

families to worship together. We also love to hear children 

making a "joyful noise to the Lord." If you need some privacy 

for feeding an infant or changing a diaper, please make use of 

our parents' room off the north side of the entryway where 

you can still listen to the service. 
 
Visitors, if you would like to know more about our church or 

school, please introduce yourself to our pastor. He would be 

delighted to speak with you and serve you in whatever way he 

can.  
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church & School 

711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI  54456 

Contact Info 

Church & School Office:   stjohns1886@gmail.com   

     715-743-2501 

Nathan Wilke, Vacancy Pastor: pastorwilke@gmail.com 

     308-660-2648 (cell) 

Mike Allard, Principal:    allardmj1@gmail.com 

     715-937-7534 (cell) 

John Hagedorn, Chairman:  hagedornjohnw2@gmail.com 

     715-743-4653 (home) 
 
Website:     www.stjohnsneillsville.com 

Facebook (church):  www.facebook.com/stjohnsneillsville/ 

Facebook (school):   www.facebook.com/stjohnshornets/ 
 

Worship Schedule 

Sunday-9:00 a.m. 
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