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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 

711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI  54456 

Member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 
 

"Welcome Visitors & Members!" 
To those who are visiting us for the first time, we extend our 
sincere welcome; to our friends who know us we renew our 
welcome; to those who seek a church home we invite you to be 
part of our family and enjoy fellowship with our Savior.  
For further assistance in worship and information on our church, 
please see the back cover. 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 

August 23, 2026 
 

  
Our focus today:   UNEXPECTED TRUTHS-THE SON OF MAN IS 
   GOD 
 
Communion:  We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper today in the 
front pews.  
St. John’s practices “member communion.” We ask, therefore, that 
only those who are members of St. John’s or another WELS/ELS 
congregation partake of the sacrament. 
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713 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light CW 21 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 
Tune: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538 
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Recognition of a Private Baptism 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.” 
  
All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From 
our parents we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of 
God and true faith in God and are condemned to eternal death. But 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. He took away our sin 
by giving his life on the cross. In Baptism, he clothes us with the robe 
of his righteousness and gives us a new life. 
  
We rejoice that Matthias Paul Leiterman was baptized on April 4, 
2026. Through water and the Word, he received the washing of 
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit and gained the forgiveness of 
sins, life, and salvation. 
 
Was Matthias baptized with water and in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit? 
Yes, Matthias was baptized with water in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart  to mark you as 
one redeemed by Christ the crucified. 
  
The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given you 
the new birth of water and the Spirit and has forgiven all your sins. 
May he strengthen you with his grace all the days of your life. Peace 
be with you. 
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Brothers and sisters in Christ, this child has been baptized into the 
family of believers, the holy Christian Church. It is our privilege and 
responsibility to care for the children of our congregation, to 
remember them in our prayers, to encourage their parents in their 
God-given work, and to demonstrate a Christian life. If you are 
willing to do so, answer: “Yes, and we ask God to help us.” 
Yes, and we ask God to help us. 
 
We give thanks, most merciful Father, that you have received 
Matthias as your own child and made him a member of Christ’s body, 
the church. Now, we pray, grant to him and to all your church on 
earth that, being dead to sin, we may live to righteousness and, being 
buried with Christ into his death, we may also share in his 
resurrection, so that, with all your saints, we may inherit eternal life; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 
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Glory Be to God on High 
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The Word 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
  
Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know 
your Son, Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the life that we may 
boldly confess him to be the Christ and steadfastly walk in the way 
that leads to life eternal; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading:  Exodus 34:5–9 
5The LORD came down in the cloud. He took his stand there with Moses 
and proclaimed the name of the LORD. 6The LORD passed by in front of 
him and proclaimed: “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and 
gracious God, slow to anger, and overflowing with mercy and truth, 
7maintaining mercy for thousands, forgiving guilt and rebellion and 
sin. He will by no means clear the guilty. He calls their children and 
their children's children to account for the guilt of the fathers, even to 
the third and the fourth generation.” 
8Moses quickly bowed to the ground and worshipped. 9He said, “If I 
have now found favor in your sight, Lord, please let the Lord go along 
with us. Although this is a stiff-necked people, pardon our guilt and our 
sin, and accept us as your possession.” 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading:  Romans 10:5–13 
5Indeed, Moses writes this about the righteousness that comes by the 
law: “The one who does these things will live by them.” 6But the 
righteousness that comes by faith speaks like this: “Do not say in your 
heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 
7“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from 
the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth 
and in your heart,” that is, the word of faith that we are proclaiming. 
9Certainly, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. 10For it is with the heart a person believes, resulting in 
righteousness, and it is with the mouth that a person confesses, 
resulting in salvation. 11For Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in 
him will not be put to shame.” 
12So there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, because the same 
Lord is Lord of all, who gives generously to all who call on him. 13Yes, 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  John 6:68 

 

 
  

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538 
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Gospel Reading:  Matthew 16:13–20 
13When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 
14They said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
15He said to them, “But you, who do you say that I am?” 
16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
17Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for flesh and 
blood did not reveal this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18And 
I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of hell will not overpower it. 19I will give you the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 
20Then he commanded the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 
Christ. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Children’s Message 
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855 The Church’s One Foundation  CW 21 

 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, abr., alt. 
Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–1876 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Text:  Ephesians 5:8 
8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the 
Lord. Walk as children of light. 
Sermon Theme:  Walk as Children of Light 
 
Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is,  
 seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  
  and became fully human.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  
 He suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the  
 Scriptures.  
 He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
 who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped  
  and glorified,  
 who has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.   
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Prayer of the Church 
Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially 
for the gift of your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious 
will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the 
means of grace. 
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our 
lives. 
  
Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments 
faith may grow and love toward all may increase. 
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the 
world. 
  
Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to 
train them in lives of faith. 
Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in 
all godly walks of life. 
  
Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, 
administer, and judge our laws. 
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 
  
Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, 
medicine and science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and 
care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 
Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
  
Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. 
Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on 
those for whom death draws near. 
Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, 
who now rest from their labors. Console those who are mourning or 
living with sadness. 
Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 
  
Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose 
again. 
Amen. 
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OFFERING - The members of St. John’s have joined together, in 
gratitude for God’s grace in Jesus, to do the Lord’s work in this 
community and around the world and support this gospel ministry 
with their time, talents, and treasures. Guests need not feel obligated to 
participate in this offering which supports our ministry, but 
please use this QR code to fill out a short form giving us a 
digital record of your attendance. Visitors may also fill out 
our guest register by the drinking fountain in the entryway. 

Friendship Registers:  Please take a few moments before church or 
during the offering to mark down your attendance at worship by 
signing the friendship registers we have placed back in the racks at the 
end of each pew. Thanks! 

The Sacrament 
Preface 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places 
give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who promised that wherever two or three come together in his 
name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes 
again in glory.  
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 
your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, 
whom you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger 
of your grace. Through him you made all things; in him you are well 
pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his 
hands on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe 
in you. 
  
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that 
you have gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. 
Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that 
we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify 
and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done  
    on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
  as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
  and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
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Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
 

O Christ, Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Distribution 
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659 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior CW 21 

 

 

 
 
5 Christ says, “Come, all you that labor, 

and receive my grace and favor; 
those who feel no pain or ill 
need no physician’s help or skill.” 

 
6 Then hold fast with faith unshaken 

that this food is to be taken 
by the souls who are distressed, 
by hearts that long for peace and rest. 

 
7 Praise the Father, who from heaven 

unto us such food has given 
and, to mend what we have done, 
gave into death his only Son. 

 
8 If your heart this truth professes 

and your mouth your sin confesses, 
surely you will be his guest 
and at his banquet ever blest. 

Text: John Hus, c. 1369–1415; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, Wittenberg, 1533, ed. Joseph Klug, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this 
saving gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in 
you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name 
of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
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758 Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds  CW 21 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt.; (st. 4): Bernhard Schumacher, 1886–1978 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text (st. 4): © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538 
Text (sts. 1–3, 5) and tune: Public domain 
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This Week at St. John’s:  August 23, 2026 
SERVING US TODAY 

Greeters:  Betty Nemitz & Virigina Marg 
Ushers:  Team 2-Verlyn Shaw’s team 

Altar Guild:   Rachel Anderson & Jenny Shadrick  
Bulletins:  Ray & Sharon Wetzel 
Aug Website:  Ray & Sharon Wetzel 

SERVING US NEXT SUNDAY 
Greeters:  Donna Zank & Pat Strangfeld 

Ushers:  Team 3-Dick Urban’s team 
Altar Guild:  Judy Trunkel 

~OPPORTUNITIES TO GROW & SERVE~  

TODAY  9:00 AM Communion Service 
MONDAY  10:00-2:00 3K/4K Orientation 

TUESDAY  3K/4K First Day of School 
WEDNESDAY 8:20 Chapel  
FRIDAY  12:00 School Dismisses 

SUNDAY  9:00 AM Worship Service 
   10:15 LIGHTS serve refreshments 

 

Worship the Lord with Gladness: 
Last Sunday:  187 

Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth: 
Thankoffering Given Last Week:   

$7,802.00 (Home); $335.00 (Missions) 
Needed per week for Home:  $9,035.00 

 

Owed on line of credit:  $48,672.08 



 

21 

CHURCH NEWS 
Baptism Recognition Today:  The private baptism of 
Matthias Paul Leiterman, son of Brandon & Ashley Leiterman, 
born on April 4, 2026 and baptized privately on April 4, 2026, 

will be reaffirmed during our worship service this morning. We 
rejoice with his parents as we celebrate publicly Matthias’ 

rebirth into God’s family. 

Pulpit Swap:  Pastor Tim will preach at Globe next Sunday, 
August 30th for their occasional Ceili service. Pastor Wilke will 

lead worship here at St. John’s. 

LIGHTS:  Our LIGHTS group will be serving refreshments 

under the canopy after our worship service next Sunday. 

Preschool Orientation:  We are having a special 3K/4K 
Orientation tomorrow from 10:00-2:00. This is for all families 

who will be making use of our 3K/4K program. First day of 
school for 3K/4K is this Tuesday, August 25th. 

School Schedule:  School will dismiss at noon this coming 
Friday, August 28th. 

Private communion:  There are not yet near-term plans for 

restarting our midweek worship service. If you or a member 
you know would like to receive Communion, but have not been 

able to do so at the regular Sunday service, Pastor Walsh 
would be glad to make an appointment for individuals to 
receive private Communion at his office. 

Baptism:  Marlee Harder, daughter of Sam & Lexi Harder, will 
be baptized during our worship service on Sunday, September 

6th. We look forward to Marlee being reborn as a dearly loved 
child of God. 

Special Birthday:  St. John’s Lutheran Church turns 140 on 

September 6th. We praise God for his gracious care poured out 
on our congregation for the past 140 years! 

Campout:  Our annual church/school campout will be held 
September 10-13 (Thursday evening to Sunday) at West 

Arbutus County Park in Hatfield. We will be having a pot-luck 
supper and an outdoor worship service at the campground that 
Saturday evening. We hope many of you can join us.  
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September Communion:  Because of the campout, we will 
have communion on Sept. 6th and Sept. 20th, not the 13th. 

Adult Instruction Class:  Pastor Tim will be starting another 
round of adult instruction on Monday, Sep 14 in the evening. If 

you or someone you know are interested in membership, talk 
to Pastor Tim. Class will be held in the church basement. 

Online Sermons:  Pastor Tim’s sermons are available to read 

online at http://pastortimwalsh.substack.com/ You can also 
sign up there to receive them in your email inbox weekly. 

Sunday Bible Class:  Sunday Bible study will resume on 
Sunday, September 20th. Watch for further details. 

Sunday School:  Sunday School will resume on Sunday, 

September 20th. As of right now, we have teachers for the 
Preschool-Kindergarten and Grades 1-4 classroom. We are still 

looking to recruit a few more Sunday School teachers. Thank 
you to those who have already spoken with Pastor Tim about 
this. Our goal is having a rotation of teachers, such that 

teachers can still regularly participate in the adult Bible study. 

Member Update:  We welcome Brandon Larrabee as a 

communicant member of St. John’s, based on his profession of 
faith. Let’s make him and his family feel welcome! 

Meditations:  The new “Meditations” devotional booklet, 
which starts August 30th, is available in the entryway by the 
front doors. Please consider a $4.50 donation to help our GPS 

group cover the cost of providing these. 

Church/School Archives:  Next time you're at the Neillsville 

Library, check out some items from St. John's history in their 
curio cabinet! These will be on display for about a month. One 
of the oldest items in the collection is a King James Bible, 

purchased for the church by the 1929 confirmands. But if you 
know some German, you may find one that's older yet! Thank 

you, Lord Jesus, for the mercy and grace you have shown to 
our church during all our years. 

Hospitalized:  Marilyn Krause is now receiving hospice care 

after suffering a stroke. Let’s keep her and her family in our 
prayers. 

WELS Campus Ministry launches online resources for 
college students:  College is one of the most significant 

http://pastortimwalsh.substack.com/
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transitions a young person faces. Staying connected to God’s 
Word and a community of fellow believers during those years 

is vital. That’s why WELS Campus Ministry works to connect 
students with local campus ministry programs, congregations, 

and contact pastors near their schools while also providing 
resources and encouragement throughout their college 
experience. 

To strengthen those efforts, WELS Campus Ministry has 
launched a new tool to make sure that distance does not mean 

disconnection: the WELS Campus Ministry App. The app is the 
centerpiece of WELS Campus Ministry Online, a new initiative 
designed to serve students wherever college takes them. 

Available now on iOS and Android devices, the free app gives 
students access to Bible studies, ministry resources, student 

connections, and other tools that support their faith throughout 
their college years. The new app gives students another way to 
stay connected to God’s Word throughout the week through 

Bible studies, resources, and other tools designed for college 
life. It also creates opportunities to serve students who may 

not have access to a local WELS campus ministry program 
through online Bible studies and other digital resources. 

As part of the new online initiative, WELS Campus Ministry also 
will begin offering a weekly online Bible study for students. The 
first study is scheduled for September 3 and will provide a 

regular opportunity for students—especially those without a 
WELS church nearby—to gather around God’s Word and 

connect with other Christians their age. 

Registering helps connect students with a local campus 
ministry contact pastor when a campus ministry is near their 

school. Parents, grandparents, pastors, teachers, and friends 
are also encouraged to refer students and share information 

about the Campus Ministry app. Students are encouraged to 
sign up with WELS Campus Ministry at wels.net/college and 
download the app. It takes only a few minutes, but it can help 

students remain connected to Christ as they navigate the 
opportunities and challenges of college life. 

 

https://wels.net/serving-you/christian-life/campus-ministry/
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To assist you in worship: 

 Personal listening devices are available for anyone to use. 

Please talk to the ushers for assistance.  

 Large-print bulletins available in the entryway. 

 Personal Prayers:  Red Hymnal (pp. 10-11); Blue Hymnal 

(inside front cover) 

 Preparation for Lord’s Supper:  Red Hymnal (p. 156); Blue 

Hymnal (pp. 295-296) 

 Luther’s Small Catechism:  Blue Hymnal (pp. 286-293) 
 
We love seeing young children in church as we want 

families to worship together. We also love to hear children 

making a "joyful noise to the Lord." If you need some privacy 

for feeding an infant or changing a diaper, please make use of 

our parents' room off the north side of the entryway where 

you can still listen to the service. 
 
Visitors, if you would like to know more about our church or 

school, please introduce yourself to our pastor. He would be 

delighted to speak with you and serve you in whatever way he 

can.  
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church & School 

711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI  54456 

Contact Info 

Church & School Office:   stjohns1886@gmail.com   

     715-743-2501 

Tim Walsh, Pastor:  pastortim@stjohnsneillsville.com 

     631-901-4430 (cell) 

Mike Allard, Principal:    allardmj1@gmail.com 

     715-937-7534 (cell) 

John Hagedorn, Chairman:  hagedornjohnw2@gmail.com 

     715-743-4653 (home) 
 
Website:     www.stjohnsneillsville.com 

Facebook (church):  www.facebook.com/stjohnsneillsville/ 

Facebook (school):   www.facebook.com/stjohnshornets/ 
 

Worship Schedule 

Sunday-9:00 a.m. 
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