St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & School
711 & 805 W 5 St., Neillsville, WI 54456

Member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.

"Welcome Visitors & Members!"
To those who are visiting us for the first time, we extend our
sincere welcome; to our friends who know us we renew our
welcome; to those who seek a church home we invite you to be
part of our family and enjoy fellowship with our Savior.
For further assistance in worship and information on our church,

please see the back cover.

14 Sunday after Pentecast
Uugust 30, 2026

Our focus today: = UNEXPECTED TRUTHS-I AM MY BROTHER’S
KEEPER
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Tune: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538



The Service Setting 2 CW 21

In the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is
not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and
actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for
the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the % Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your
never-failing mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful,
and guide us in the way that leads to our salvation; for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11

’But I have appointed you, son of man, to be a watchman for the house
of Israel. So whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you are to
warn them from me. 8When I say to a wicked man, “Wicked man, you
shall surely die,” if you do not speak to warn the wicked man against
his way, that wicked man will die because of his guilt, but I will also
hold you responsible for his blood. °But if you do warn the wicked man
to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, he will die
because of his guilt, but you will have saved your life.

10So you, son of man, say the following to the house of Israel.

This is what you people are saying: “Certainly our rebellion and our
sins weigh us down, and because of them we are rotting away. How
then can we live?” 11Say to them, “As I live, declares the LORD God, |
take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked
turn from their way and live. Turn back, turn back from your evil ways,
for why should you die, O house of Israel?”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Blessed is the one whose transgressions are for- / given,
whose sins are / covered.
Blessed is the one whose sin the LORD does not count a- / gainst them
and in whose spirit is / no deceit.

When I kept silent, my bones wast- / ed away
through my groaning / all day long.
For day and night your hand was heav- / y on me;
my strength was sapped as in the heat of / summer.

Then I acknowledged my / sin to you
and did not cover up my in- / iquity.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions / to the LORD.”
And you forgave the guilt / of my sin. Refrain

You are my / hiding place;
you will protect me from / trouble.
Many are the woes of the / wicked,
but the LORD’s unfailing love surrounds the one who / trusts in him.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Text: Michael Guimont Tune: Michel Guimont Setting: Michel Guimont
Text: ©1998 GIA Publications, Inc. (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538
Music: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538
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Second Reading: Galatians 2:11-16

11But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because
he was clearly wrong. 12For before some people came from James, he
ate with the Gentiles. But when those people came, he drew back and
separated himself, because he feared those from the circumcision
group. 13And the rest of the Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, with the
result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy. #But
when [ saw that they were not acting according to the truth of the
gospel, I said to Cephas in front of all of them, “If you, a Jew, live like
the Gentiles and not like the Jews, why do you compel the Gentiles to
live like the Jews?”

15“We are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners. 1We know that a
person is not justified by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus
Christ. So we also believed in Christ Jesus that we might be justified by
faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because no one will be
justified by the works of the law.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation: 1 Timothy 2:4
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Gospel Reading: Matthew 18:15-20

15“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his sin just
between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have regained your
brother. 16But if he will not listen, take one or two others along with
you, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two
or three witnesses.” 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church.
And, if he refuses to listen even to the church, then treat him as an
unbeliever or a tax collector. 18Amen I tell you: Whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven. °’Amen I tell you again: If two of you on earth agree
to ask for anything, it will be done for them by my Father who is in
heaven. 2°In fact where two or three have gathered together in my
name, there [ am among them.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Children’s Message
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Je sus’ blood; bap - tized, you are a child of God.

5 Ifyou are sick, if death is near,
this truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves my soul from death;
this is the anchor of my faith!

6  Glory to God the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To you, O blesséd Trinity,
be praise now and eternally!

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens- Opffer, Stettin, c. 1778; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon Text: Ezekiel 33:7-11
Sermon Theme: It's Not Too Late For a Change of Fate
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Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you
forgive our sins in Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have
laid out for us.

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard
today.

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your
Word. Fill them with a love like yours as they proclaim your grace to
us and all people.

Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve.
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Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands
and wives to love each other with commitment, respect, and
patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of keeping their
children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are
single, and make them a blessing to others.

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure
hearts and minds.

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies.
Give us respect for those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value
the rights of our fellow citizens and to defend those who cannot
defend themselves.

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may
be proclaimed to all.

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and
friends. Overcome unbelief, and open the hearts of people
everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has forgiven their
sins and opened the gates of heaven.

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to
trust in you.

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in
body or mind. Give patience and compassion to all who care for the
sick and dying.

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all
people. Hear our prayers, spoken and silent, and answer them in
your wisdom and grace.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

OFFERING - The members of St. John’s have joined together, in
gratitude for God’s grace in Jesus, to do the Lord’s work in this
community and around the world and support this gospel ministry
with their time, talents, and treasures. Guests need not feel obligated to

13



participate in this offering which supports our ministry,
but please use this QR code to fill out a short form giving

us a digital record of your attendance. Visitors may also

fill out our guest register by the drinking fountain in the
entryway.

Friendship Registers: Please take a few moments before church or
during the offering to mark down your attendance at worship by
signing the friendship registers we have placed back in the racks at the
end of each pew. Thanks!

Prayer

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our
learning. May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart
that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we may
cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ¥ give you peace.
Amen.
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Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstadtisches Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt, 1699
Text and tune: Public domain
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This Week at St. John’s: August 30, 2026
Pastor: Pastor Nathan Wilke
Greeters: Donna Zank & Pat Strangfeld
Ushers: Team 3-Dick Urban’s team
Altar Guild: Judy Trunkel
Bulletins: Roehl Family in memory of Rhonda Lafferty
Aug Website: Ray & Sharon Wetzel

SERVING US NEXT SUNDAY,
Greeters: Bob & Bernice Cords
Ushers: Team 4-Rex Roehl’s team
Altar Guild: Lynda Urban

~OPPORTUNITIES TO GROW & SERVE~

TODAY 9:00 AM Worship Service
10:15 AM LIGHTS serve refreshments
TUESDAY 4:00 PM Church Band
WEDNESDAY 8:20 AM Chapel
FRIDAY NO SCHOOL
SUNDAY 9:00 AM Communion Service

Worship the Lord with Gladness:
Last Sunday: 163

Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth:
Thankoffering Given Last Week:

$5,355.00 (Home); $190.00 (Missions)
Needed per week for Home: $9,035.00

Owed on line of credit: $48,672.08



CHURCH NEW.

Pulpit Swap: Pastor Tim will be preaching at Globe today for
their occasional Ceili service. Pastor Wilke will lead worship
here at St. John'’s.

LIGHTS: Our LIGHTS group will be serving refreshments
under the canopy after our worship service today. All of you
are invited to join us after church for some goodies and some
extra fellowship. We thank our LIGHTS group for sponsoring
our summer fellowship again this year.

Church Band: We will be having church band rehearsal at
4:00 p.m. in the church balcony this Tuesday, Sep 1. All
instrumentalists are welcome!

School Schedule: There will be no school this coming Friday,
September 4", as we enjoy the Labor Day weekend.

Private communion: There are not yet near-term plans for
restarting our midweek worship service. If you or a member
you know would like to receive Communion, but have not been
able to do so at the regular Sunday service, Pastor Walsh
would be glad to make an appointment for individuals to
receive private Communion at his office.

Baptism: Marlee Harder, daughter of Sam & Lexi Harder, will
be baptized during our worship service next Sunday,
September 6. We look forward to Marlee being reborn as a
dearly loved child of God.

Special Birthday: St. John’s Lutheran Church turns 140 on
September 6. We praise God for his gracious care poured out
on our congregation for the past 140 years!

September Communion: The September communion
schedule will be a little different than normal. Please see
details below.

Sept. 6" Communion in the front pews
Sept. 13"  No communion (due to the campout)
Sept. 20"  Communion at the rail

Adult Instruction Class: Pastor Tim will be starting another
round of adult instruction on Monday, Sep 14 at 6:00 p.m. If
you or someone you know are interested in membership, talk
to Pastor Tim. Class will be held in the church basement.
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Online Sermons: Pastor Tim’s sermons are available to read
online at http://pastortimwalsh.substack.com/ You can also
sign up there to receive them in your email inbox weekly.

Volleyball Games: Our first volleyball games of the season
will be played @ Home this Thursday, Sep 3, vs. St. Peter of
Schofield. B Team plays at 4:30;, A Team plays at 5:30.
Helpers are needed for the concession stand. Come and cheer
for the Hornets!

Campout: Our annual church/school campout will be held
September 10%-13%" (Thursday evening through Sunday
afternoon) at West Arbutus Jackson County Park. All are
invited.

There will be a potluck supper Saturday evening at 5:00 p.m.
and a worship service Saturday evening at 6:00 p.m. You are
invited to come for the potluck and worship service even if you
are not camping.

The sites in the center of the campground have been set aside
for us for three nights (Thursday, Friday, Saturday). There are
also two tent sites and a couple lakeside sites available. You
can pick your site and pay when you get to the campground.
You will only be charged for the number of nights you stay.

We hope many of you can join us!

Bean Bag Tournament: We are excited to have our sixth
bean bag tournament this year at the campground. This year
we will have one tournament with youth and adults mixed
together in a random draw. We hope to start around 1:00 on
Saturday. There will be no entry fee; we just want as many
people to come and play as possible. Prizes for first and second
place winners are being donated by the kind people at Ratsch
Engineering.

Choir/Handbells: Another season of choir and handbell
rehearsal will begin on Wednesday, Sept. 16. Choir will be
held at 6:00, and handbells will follow at 7:00.

Singers Needed: We would really like to have a few more
people in choir, if possible. If there’s anyone else out there
who enjoys singing, please consider joining us! Mrs. Leiterman
does a wonderful job teaching us the songs, so don’t worry
about your singing voice not being “"good enough.”
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Ringers Needed: We could use one or two more handbell
ringers. If you’re interested or would like more information,
contact Donna Sternitzky or call the office.

Sunday Bible Class: Sunday Bible study will resume on
Sunday, September 20, Watch for further details.

Sunday School: Sunday School will resume on Sunday,
September 20%. As of right now, we have teachers for the
Preschool-Kindergarten and Grades 1-4 classroom. We are still
looking to recruit a few more Sunday School teachers. Thank
you to those who have already spoken with Pastor Tim about
this. Our goal is having a rotation of teachers, such that
teachers can still regularly participate in the adult Bible study.

Meditations: The new "“Meditations” devotional booklet,
which starts today, is available in the entryway by the front
doors. Please consider a $4.50 donation to help our GPS group
cover the cost of providing these.

Church/School Archives: Next time you're at the Neillsville
Library, check out some items from St. John's history in their
curio cabinet! These will be on display for about a month. One
of the oldest items in the collection is a King James Bible,
purchased for the church by the 1929 confirmands. But if you
know some German, you may find one that's older yet! Thank
you, Lord Jesus, for the mercy and grace you have shown to
our church during all our years.

Calendars: September calendars are available on the table in
the entryway.

Address Update: One of our 8% grade graduates, Caleb
Anderson, just started as a freshman at Luther Preparatory
School in Watertown this past week. If you’d like to stay in
touch with Caleb, his school address is: Wittenberg #2311,
Luther Prep, 1300 Western Ave, Watertown WI 53094.

Member Update: Samantha Larrabee was received as a
communicant member based on her profession of faith. Let’s
make her feel welcome!
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To assist you in worship:
Personal listening devices are available for anyone to use.
Please talk to the ushers for assistance.
Large-print bulletins available in the entryway.
Personal Prayers: Red Hymnal (pp. 10-11); Blue Hymnal
(inside front cover)
Preparation for Lord’s Supper: Red Hymnal (p. 156); Blue
Hymnal (pp. 295-296)
Luther’'s Small Catechism: Blue Hymnal (pp. 286-293)

We love seeing young children in church as we want
families to worship together. We also love to hear children
making a "joyful noise to the Lord." If you need some privacy
for feeding an infant or changing a diaper, please make use of
our parents' room off the north side of the entryway where
you can still listen to the service.

Visitors, if you would like to know more about our church or
school, please introduce yourself to our pastor. He would be
delighted to speak with you and serve you in whatever way he

can.
St. John’s Lutheran Church & School
711 & 805 W 5" St., Neillsville, WI 54456
Contact Info
Church & School Office: stjohns1886@gmail.com
715-743-2501
Tim Walsh, Pastor: pastortim@stjohnsneillsville.com
631-901-4430 (cell)
Mike Allard, Principal: allardmjl@gmail.com
715-937-7534 (cell)
John Hagedorn, Chairman: hagedornjohnw2@gmail.com
715-743-4653 (home)
Website: www.stjohnsneillsville.com
Facebook (church): www.facebook.com/stjohnsneillsville/
Facebook (school): www.facebook.com/stjohnshornets/

Worship Schedule
Sunday-9:00 a.m.
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