
 

1 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 

711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI  54456 

Member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 
 

"Welcome Visitors & Members!" 
To those who are visiting us for the first time, we extend our 
sincere welcome; to our friends who know us we renew our 
welcome; to those who seek a church home we invite you to be 
part of our family and enjoy fellowship with our Savior.  
For further assistance in worship and information on our church, 
please see the back cover. 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 13, 2026 
 

  
UNEXPECTED TRUTHS-FORGIVENESS IS FOR ME 
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582 Not unto Us   CW 21 

 

 

 

 
Text: Kurt J. Eggert, 1923–1993, alt. 
Tune: Kurt J. Eggert, 1923–1993 
Text and tune: © 1975 Kurt J. Eggert, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538 
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In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession  
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 
covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against 
them. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father,  
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our 
 hearts.  
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  
    We have done those things that we should not have done,  
        and we have not done those things that we should have 
  done.  
    Have mercy on us, Lord!  
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his 
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for 
the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 
 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
  

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538 

 
Glory to God in the highest! 
And peace to his people on earth. 
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The Word 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
  
Lord God, heavenly Father, you graciously forgive us all our sins and 
abundantly provide for all our needs of body and soul. Give us 
confidence in your mercy, and teach us also to be merciful to our 
neighbor, that we willingly forgive all people, and judging only 
ourselves, lead blessed lives to your glory; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading:  Genesis 50:15–21 
15When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It 
may be that Joseph will hate us and will pay us back in full for all of the 
evil that we did to him.” 
16They sent the following message to Joseph: “Before he died your 
father commanded us, 17‘You are to tell Joseph, “Please forgive the 
offense of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.”’ 
Now, please forgive the offense of the servants of the God of your 
father.” 
Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 
18His brothers also came and fell down in front of him, and they said, 
“See now, we are your servants.” 
19Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? 
20You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring this to 
pass and to keep many people alive, as it is this day. 21Now therefore, 
do not be afraid. I will nourish you and your little ones.” He comforted 
them and spoke to them in a kind way. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 103A   CW 21 

 

 

 
  
Praise the LORD, / my soul; 
   all my inmost being, praise his / holy name— 
who forgives / all your sins 
   and heals all your dis- / eases, 
who redeems your life / from the pit 
   and crowns you with love and com- / passion, 
who satisfies your desires / with good things 
   so that your youth is renewed like the / eagle’s.    Refrain 
  
The LORD is compassionate and / gracious, 
   slow to anger, abound- / ing in love. 
He does not treat us as our / sins deserve 
   or repay us according to our in- / iquities. 
For as high as the heavens are a- / bove the earth, 
   so great is his love for those who / fear him; 
as far as the east is / from the west, 
   so far has he removed our transgressions / from us. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
   and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Text: Lectionary for Mass 
Tune: Paul Tate, alt. 
Setting: Paul Tate, alt. 
Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538 
Music: © 2013 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538 



 

7 

Second Reading:  Ephesians 4:29—5:2 
29Do not let any unwholesome talk come from your mouths. Say only 
what is beneficial when there is a need to build up others, so that it will 
be a blessing to those who hear. 30Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 
with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31Get rid of 
every kind of bitterness, rage, anger, quarreling, and slander, along 
with every kind of malice. 32Instead, be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ has forgiven us. 
1Therefore, be imitators of God as his dearly loved children. 2And walk 
in love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, as a fragrant 
offering and sacrifice to God. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  Colossians 3:13 

 
  

Bear with each other and forgive one another.  
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
  
Refrain 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538 
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Gospel Reading:  Matthew 18:21–35 
21Then Peter came up and asked Jesus, “Lord, how many times must I 
forgive my brother when he sins against me? As many as seven times?” 
22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but I tell you as many as seventy-
seven times. 23For this reason the kingdom of heaven is like a king who 
wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle 
them, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 
25Because the man was not able to pay the debt, his master ordered 
that he be sold, along with his wife, children, and all that he owned to 
repay the debt. 
26“Then the servant fell down on his knees in front of him, saying, 
‘Master, be patient with me, and I will pay you everything!’ 27The 
master of that servant had pity on him, released him, and forgave him 
the debt. 
28“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants 
who owed him one hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began 
choking him, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ 
29“So his fellow servant fell down and begged him, saying, ‘Be patient 
with me, and I will pay you back!’ 30But he refused. Instead he went off 
and threw the man into prison until he could pay back what he owed. 
31“When his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were very 
distressed. They went and reported to their master everything that had 
taken place. 
32“Then his master called him in and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I 
forgave you all that debt when you begged me to. 33Should you not 
have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had mercy on you?’ 
34His master was angry and handed him over to the jailers until he 
could pay back everything he owed. 
35“This is what my heavenly Father will also do to you unless each one 
of you forgives his brother from his heart.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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726 Love in Christ Is Strong and Living CW 21 

 

 

 
Text: Dorothy R. Schultz, b. 1934 
Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, b. 1932 
Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538 

 
Sermon Text:  Matthew 18:21-35 
Sermon Theme:  Forgive as I’m Forgiven 
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Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, 
especially for the gift of your Son, through whom you have revealed 
your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his working 
through the means of grace. 
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in 
our lives. 
  
Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and 
sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may increase. 
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the 
world. 
  
Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their 
parents to train them in lives of faith. 
Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and 
in all godly walks of life. 
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Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who 
make, administer, and judge our laws. 
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder 
evil. 
  
Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and 
industry, medicine and science, the arts and culture. Protect all who 
travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 
Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
  
Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. 
Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on 
those for whom death draws near. 
Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served 
you, who now rest from their labors. Console those who are 
mourning or living with sadness. 
Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of 
heaven. 
  
Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and 
rose again. 
Amen. 
 
OFFERING - The members of St. John’s have joined together, in 
gratitude for God’s grace in Jesus, to do the Lord’s work in this 
community and around the world and support this gospel ministry 
with their time, talents, and treasures. Guests need not feel obligated to 
participate in this offering which supports our ministry, but 
please use this QR code to fill out a short form giving us a 
digital record of your attendance. Visitors may also fill out 
our guest register by the drinking fountain in the entryway. 

Friendship Registers:  Please take a few moments before church or 
during the offering to mark down your attendance at worship by 
signing the friendship registers we have placed back in the racks at the 
end of each pew. Thanks! 
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Prayer 
Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us 
to believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in 
pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, 
and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
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731 Oh, How Good It Is  CW 21 
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This Week at St. John’s:  Sep 13, 2026 
SERVING US TODAY 

Pastor:  Pastor Jon Guenther 
Organist:  Donna Sternitzky 

Greeters:  Jean Goetz & Virginia Marg 
Ushers:  Team 1-Joel Zschernitz’ team 
Altar Guild:  Megan Allard  

Bulletins:  Ray & Sharon Wetzel 
Sep Website:  Pat & Alice Glinski for their 54th anniversary 

SERVING US NEXT SUNDAY 
Greeters:  Judith Quicker & Nancy Hagedorn 
Ushers:  Team 2-Verlyn Shaw’s team 

Altar Guild:  Charlene Siebert 

~OPPORTUNITIES TO GROW & SERVE~  

TODAY  9:00 AM Worship Service 
MONDAY  5:15 PM School Board 
   6:00 PM Adult Instruction Class 

TUESDAY  4:00 PM Church Band 
WEDNESDAY 8:20 AM Chapel  

   6:00 PM Choir 
   7:00 PM Handbells 
SUNDAY  9:00 AM Communion Service 

   Gr. 3K-8 sing 
   10:30 AM Sunday School 

   10:30 AM Bible Class 
 

Worship the Lord with Gladness: 

Last Sunday:  143 

Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth: 

Thankoffering Given Last Week:   
$8,383.18 (Home); $360.92 (Missions) 
Needed per week for Home:  $9,035.00 

 
Owed on line of credit:  $47,933.66 
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CHURCH NEWS 

Guest Pastor:  We thank Pastor Jon Guenther for leading our 
worship service this morning. 

September Communion:  The September communion 

schedule will be a little different than normal. Please see 
details below. 

Today  No communion (due to the campout) 
Sept. 20th  Communion at the rail 

Adult Instruction Class:  Pastor Tim will be starting another 

round of adult instruction tomorrow evening at 6:00 p.m. If 
you or someone you know are interested in membership, talk 

to Pastor Tim. Class will be held in the church basement. 

Church Band:  We will be having church band practice this 
Tuesday in the church balcony beginning at 4:00 p.m. All 

instrumentalists are welcome. 

Volleyball Games-9/15:  This Tuesday our volleyball teams 

will travel to St. Peter in Schofield for games. The B Team 
plays at 4:30, and the A Team plays at 5:30. 

Choir/Handbells:  Another season of choir and handbell 

rehearsal will begin THIS Wednesday, Sept. 16. Choir will be 
held at 6:00, and handbells will follow at 7:00. 

Singers Needed:  We would really like to have a few more 
people in choir, if possible. If there’s anyone else out there 
who enjoys singing, please consider joining us! Mrs. Leiterman 

does a wonderful job teaching us the songs, so don’t worry 
about your singing voice not being “good enough.” 

Ringers Needed:  We could use one or two more handbell 
ringers. If you’re interested or would like more information, 
contact Donna Sternitzky or call the office. 

Volleyball Games-9/17:  This Thursday we have home 
volleyball games vs St. Paul of Menomonie. The B Team plays 

at 4:30, and the A Team plays at 5:30. Come and cheer for 
the Hornets! 

Sunday Bible Class:  Sunday Bible study will resume next 
Sunday, September 20th. We will be studying “Christian 
Doctrine Two:  8 Studies on Deeper Christian Teachings.” 
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Sunday School:  Sunday School will resume next Sunday, 
September 20th for preschool through 6th grade students. We 

encourage 7th & 8th grade students to attend Sunday Bible 
Study. 

LIGHTS:  Our LIGHTS group will hold their first meeting of the 
school year on Monday, September 21st at 6:00 p.m. in the 
school conference room. If you’re interested in the many 

inreach/fellowship activities this group is involved with, please 
consider yourself invited! 

School Boiler:  As we informed you in July, one of our two 
school boilers has developed mechanical problems and must be 
either repaired or replaced. We've obtained quotations from 

two firms and both advised that considering the age of the 
equipment and the cost of replacement parts it would be 

advisable to replace it with a new boiler. We have considered 
both quotes and decided to hire RC Heating and Cooling LLC of 
Neillsville to do the work. The installation will be accomplished 

on Saturday, Sept. 26th and the total cost for this work will be 
$13,400.00. Donations toward this project are gladly accepted. 

You can drop those off in the school office or put them in the 
offering basket marked “school boiler.” 

Youth Group:  Youth Group will hold its first meeting of the 
school year on Sunday, September 27, at 6:00 p.m. at St. 
John’s Christie. All students in 8th through 12th grades are 

invited.  

We will be watching an online Teen Bible Study, “My Self-

Worth,” led by Pastor Jon Enter. "Sticks and stones may break 
my bones, but words will never hurt me." That sentence is a 
lie. Words hurt. Their wounds sometimes take decades to heal. 

And the deepest pain is found in words spoken against 
yourself. I’m worthless. I’m a failure. I’m not good enough. 

Mephibosheth knows your pain. His short yet powerfully 
personal Bible story will guide you to see yourself differently, 
to see yourself as God sees you: beloved, worthy, and his. 

We hope many 8th graders and high school students can join 
us! 
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Volunteers Needed in Grades 2 & 3:  Mr. Leiterman is 
looking for a volunteer or multiple volunteers who would be 

willing to come and listen to students read and help them 
read/work on assignments. The time he is aiming for is from 

9:30-11:00. This doesn’t need to be every day. If you’re 
interested or know of someone who is willing to help, please 
let Mr. Leiterman know. 

 
Church Council Highlights 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Tim currently has six people 
planning to attend Adult Instruction Class, which will be 
starting up tomorrow evening. 

Livestreaming:  Our worship elder, Brian Thell, reported that 
we are continuing to fine-tune our system to get our worship 

service livestreaming up and running. We recently purchased a 
computer and some sound equipment, in addition to the free 
video camera we received by attending the livestreaming 

workshop in August. We’ve been testing it out the last few 
Sundays, and are getting close to having everything ready. 

New Member Update:  Pastor Mark & Louise Wendland were 
received as communicant members by transfer from St. Mark 

Lutheran Church in Leesburg, Florida. Let’s make them feel 
welcome! 

Tee Off for Tuition:  Our golf outing brought in $7,960.00 for 

tuition assistance. $1,000 of that was a special donation from 
the Opelt Family in memory of Kenny & Ruth Opelt, and Kevin, 

Keith & Russell Opelt. 

Ministry Support:  The family of Helen Schoen requested the 
use of our gym for her funeral meal on Saturday, September 

19th. This request was approved by the council. 
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To assist you in worship: 

 Personal listening devices are available for anyone to use. 

Please talk to the ushers for assistance.  

 Large-print bulletins available in the entryway. 

 Personal Prayers:  Red Hymnal (pp. 10-11); Blue Hymnal 

(inside front cover) 

 Preparation for Lord’s Supper:  Red Hymnal (p. 156); Blue 

Hymnal (pp. 295-296) 

 Luther’s Small Catechism:  Blue Hymnal (pp. 286-293) 
 
We love seeing young children in church as we want 

families to worship together. We also love to hear children 

making a "joyful noise to the Lord." If you need some privacy 

for feeding an infant or changing a diaper, please make use of 

our parents' room off the north side of the entryway where 

you can still listen to the service. 
 
Visitors, if you would like to know more about our church or 

school, please introduce yourself to our pastor. He would be 

delighted to speak with you and serve you in whatever way he 

can.  
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church & School 

711 & 805 W 5th St., Neillsville, WI  54456 

Contact Info 

Church & School Office:   stjohns1886@gmail.com   

     715-743-2501 

Tim Walsh, Pastor:  pastortim@stjohnsneillsville.com 

     631-901-4430 (cell) 

Mike Allard, Principal:    allardmj1@gmail.com 

     715-937-7534 (cell) 

John Hagedorn, Chairman:  hagedornjohnw2@gmail.com 

     715-743-4653 (home) 
 
Website:     www.stjohnsneillsville.com 

Facebook (church):  www.facebook.com/stjohnsneillsville/ 

Facebook (school):   www.facebook.com/stjohnshornets/ 
 

Worship Schedule 

Sunday-9:00 a.m. 
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