St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & School
711 & 805 W 5 St., Neillsville, WI 54456

Member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.

"Welcome Visitors & Members!"
To those who are visiting us for the first time, we extend our
sincere welcome; to our friends who know us we renew our
welcome; to those who seek a church home we invite you to be
part of our family and enjoy fellowship with our Savior.
For further assistance in worship and information on our church,
please see the back cover.

15% Sunday after Pentecast
Septembier 6, 2026

UNEXPECTED TRUTHS-CROSS COMES BEFORE CROWN

Communion: We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper today in the
front pews.

St. John’s practices “member communion.” We ask, therefore, that
only those who are members of St. John’s or another WELS/ELS

congregation partake of the sacrament.
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va - tion free, last - ing to e - ter - ni - ty!
giv - ing flood, sprink-ling me with Je - sus’ blood?
tyr - an - ny, God, my Lord, u - nites with me!
strength di - vine to make life im - mor - tal mine.
in - to Christ; I'm a child of par - a - dise!

Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, b. 1957

Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695-1755, alt.

Text: ©1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538
Tune: Public domain



Service of Holy Baptism
In the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession

Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything | have commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age.”

All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From
our parents we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of
God and true faith in God and are condemned to eternal death. But
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. He took away our sin
by giving his life on the cross. In Baptism, he clothes us with the robe
of his righteousness and gives us a new life. We recall what Baptism
means for our daily lives:

Baptism means that the sinful nature in us
should be drowned by daily sorrow and repentance,
and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death.
It also means that a new person should daily arise
to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.

As baptized children of God, we confess our sins:
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and
actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection
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God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the
Holy Spirit and united us to the death and resurrection of Jesus.
Every day God forgives your sins, removes your guilt, and
strengthens you to defeat Satan’s power. His promise is for you and
your children, and he will never forsake you. Your sins are forgiven.
You are clothed with Christ. You are at peace with God now and
forever.

Amen.

Sacrament of Baptism
The Gospel according to St. Mark:

People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his
hands on them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this,
he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to
me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such
as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of
God like a little child will never enter it.” And he took the children in
his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.

Marlee Jo Harder, | baptize you in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart w to mark you as
one redeemed by Christ the crucified.

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given you
the new birth of water and the Spirit and has forgiven all your sins.
May he strengthen you with his grace all the days of your life. Peace
be with you.

As parents and sponsors, it is your responsibility and privilege not
only to bring this child to Baptism, but to remember her in your
prayers, to remind her of her baptism, and to bring her up in the true
Christian faith. If you are willing to do so, answer: “Yes, and we ask
God to help us.”

Yes, and we ask God to help us.



Brothers and sisters in Christ, this child has been baptized into the
family of believers, the holy Christian Church. It is our privilege and
responsibility to care for the children of our congregation, to
remember them in our prayers, to encourage their parents in their
God-given work, and to demonstrate a Christian life. If you are
willing to do so, answer: “Yes, and we ask God to help us.”

Yes, and we ask God to help us.

Let us pray.

We give thanks, most merciful Father, that you have received Marlee
as your own child and made her a member of Christ’s body, the
church. Now, we pray, grant to her and to all your church on earth
that, being dead to sin, we may live to righteousness and, being
buried with Christ into his death, we may also share in his
resurrection, so that, with all your saints, we may inherit eternal life;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of
the cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross
daily and follow him wherever he leads; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.



First Reading: Jeremiah 15:15-21

150 LoRrb, you understand.

Remember me and care for me.

Take vengeance for me on those who persecute me.
You are slow to anger.

Do not take me away.

Keep in mind that for your sake I bear disgrace.
16Your words came to me, and I devoured them.
Your words became my joy,

the delight of my heart,

because I bear your name,

O LorD God of Armies.

171 did not sit with the band of partygoers,

nor did I celebrate with them.

I sat alone, because your hand was upon me.

You filled me with indignation.

18Why is my pain unending?

Why is my wound incurable, refusing to heal?

Will you be as deceptive as an intermittent stream to me,
like a source of water that a person can't depend on?
19Therefore this is what the LORD says.

If you repent, I will take you back,

so that you may stand before me.

If what you say is worthwhile and not worthless,
you will be my spokesman.

They must turn to you,

but you must not turn to them.

20] will make you like a bronze wall to this people.
They will fight against you,

but they will not overcome you,

because I am with you to save you

and to rescue you, declares the LORD.

21] will rescue you from the hand of the wicked,
and 1 will deliver you from the grasp of the ruthless.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 31A cw21
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In you, LORD, I have taken / refuge;
let me never be / put to shame.
Into your hands I commit my / spirit;
deliver me, LORD, my / faithful God.

My life is consumed by / anguish
and my years by / groaning;
my strength fails because of my af- / fliction,
and my / bones grow weak. Refrain

My times are / in your hands;
deliver me from the hands of my enemies, from those who pur- / sue me.
Let your face shine on your / servant;
save me in your un- / failing love.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Tune: Hal H. Hopson; arr. Dale A. Witte
Setting: Hal H. Hopson; arr. Dale A. Witte
Music: © 1985 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538



Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-19

12Dear friends, do not be surprised by the fiery trial that is happening
among you to test you, as if something strange were happening to you.
13Instead rejoice whenever you are sharing in the sufferings of Christ,
so that you may rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.

14If you are insulted in connection with the name of Christ, you are
blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 1°Make
sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, a thief, a criminal, or as a
meddler. 16But if you suffer for being a Christian, do not be ashamed,
but praise God in connection with this name. 17For the time has come
for judgment to begin with the household of God. Now if it begins with
us, what will be the end for those who disobey the gospel of God? 18And
if it is hard for the righteous to be saved, where will the ungodly sinner
end up? 1°So let those who suffer according to the will of God entrust

their souls to their faithful Creator while doing what is good.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation: Mark 8:34
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Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538



Gospel Reading: Matthew 16:21-26

21From that time, Jesus began to show his disciples that he had to go to
Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders, chief priests, and
experts in the law, and be killed, and on the third day be raised again.
22Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “May you
receive mercy, Lord! This will never happen to you.”

23But Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
snare to me because you are not thinking the things of God, but the
things of men.”

24Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to follow me, let him
deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. 25In fact whoever wants
to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will
find it. 26After all, what will it benefit a person if he gains the whole
world, but forfeits his soul? Or what can a person give in exchange for
his soul?

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Children’s Message
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Text: Samuel Rodigast, 1649-1708, abr.; t
Tune: Severus Gastorius, 1646-1682
Text and tune: Public domain

r. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.

Sermon Text: Matthew 16:21-26
Sermon Theme: What God Does With Crosses
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Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the

Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayer of the Church

Eternal God and Father, we thank you for the blessings we share as
members of your holy Church, for your gracious Word and
sacraments, for opportunities to worship and to grow in faith and
knowledge, for occasions to serve and be served, and for fellowship
with believers in our congregation and our synod.

Help us rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and use them
faithfully.

Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by
calling us to be your witnesses in the world. Open our eyes to see the
great and noble mission that lies before us. In the hurting eyes of the
lonely, in the pained eyes of the sick, and in the searching eyes of the
lost, help us to see your face, Lord Jesus, and to serve others as we
would serve you.

Awaken us to opportunities to proclaim your message of love.

Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament bestow on us
the wisdom and power we need to witness clearly and to act boldly.
Help us to speak the truth in love, to give the reason for the hope we
have, and to conduct ourselves with gentleness and respect.
Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, a neighbor, or a
friend who does not believe in you, or whose faith is weak or
troubled.

Silent prayer

Keep in your care those who are enduring chronic pain and
incessant unhappiness, those enduring rejection and struggling with
poverty, those mourning the loss of someone they loved. Bring
healing and help and comfort and calm to everyone in distress.

Move us to act alone or join with others to provide help and
support.
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Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to proclaim
your Word in places where we cannot go. Keep them and their loved
ones in your care and let nothing hinder their work. By the power of
the gospel, restore their spirits each day, so that they do not lose
heart as they serve us and others.

Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and generous
offerings.

Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let
your kingdom come to us and others, so that we and many more
might join the assembly of saints and angels to sing your praise
forever.

Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. Amen.

OFFERING - The members of St. John’s have joined together, in
gratitude for God’s grace in Jesus, to do the Lord’s work in this
community and around the world and support this gospel ministry
with their time, talents, and treasures. Guests need not feel obligated to
participate in this offering which supports our ministry, but
please use this QR code to fill out a short form giving us a
digital record of your attendance. Visitors may also fill out
our guest register by the drinking fountain in the entryway.

Friendship Registers: Please take a few moments before church or
during the offering to mark down your attendance at worship by
signing the friendship registers we have placed back in the racks at the
end of each pew. Thanks!
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The Sacrament

Preface
) _# .
" A Y — I T I

I
o P E—— ;
) ~— o

The Lord be with you.

) 4 . .
il - | I |
! | P | | | |
J ! e
Lift up your hearts.
) # . , . .
g
% [ ok [ [ o |
5 ' -
We lift them up to the Lord.
) 4 .
A+ I | .
[ £« o Y L NI P & |
ANIV L8] bt ]
o o )
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
) #
Y | f
V) | | | | |
L5 — —o! . o _
Y] [ &
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Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman
Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places
give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who promised that wherever two or three come together in his
name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes
again in glory.

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise
your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank
you for sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great
acts of love through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and
the devil’s power.

By his incarnation, he became one with us.

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.

By his innocent death, he overcame hell.

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach
your table with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through
Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we
feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
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Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying, “Take and eat; this is my ¥ body, which is given for you. Do
this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my i blood of the new covenant,
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Lamb of God
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world; grant us, grant us peace.

Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716538
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pre - cious to - ken of his sa - cred cov - e - nant.
death was giv - en, hung up - on the curs - ed tree.
grace, be - liev - ing that I taste his love di - vine.

5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor,
whose own feast of love I savor,
bidden by his gracious call.
Wedding garments he provides me,

with a robe of white he hides me,

fits me for the royal hall.

6  Now have I found consolation,

comfort in my tribulation,

balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev'ry terror,
cleanses me from sin and error,

makes my wounded spirit whole.
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly
banquet you have given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you
have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love.
By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when
you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the
Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ¥ give you peace.
Amen.
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swift shall pass the pil - grim days, hope soon change to
— ————
B e J e D e e e me
Py ' i L
my con-di - tion, God and heavn are still my own!
friends may shun me; show your face, and all is bright.
clouds may gath - er, all must work for good to me.
heav'n-ly glo - 1y, faith to sight and prayer to praise.

Text: Henry Francis Lyte, 1793-1847, abr., alt.
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887
Text and tune: Public domain
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This Week at St. John’s: Sep 6, 2026
Greeters: Bob & Bernice Cords
Ushers: Team 4-Rex Roehl’s team
Altar Guild: Lynda Urban
Bulletins: Jean Goetz in remembrance of hers & Ken'’s
anniversary
Sep Website: Pat & Alice Glinski for their 54" anniversary

SERVING US NEXT SUNDAY,
Greeters: Jean Goetz & Virginia Marg
Ushers: Team 1-Joel Zschernitz’ team
Altar Guild: Megan Allard

~OPPORTUNITIES TO GROW & SERVE~

TODAY 9:00 AM Communion Service
MONDAY No School-ELC Closed
TUESDAY 7:00 PM Church Council
WEDNESDAY 8:20 AM Chapel
6:00 PM FSJ
THURS-SUN Church/School Campout, West Arbutus
County Park, Hatfield
FRIDAY NO SCHOOL
SATURDAY 5:00 PM Pot-Luck Supper, Hatfield
6:00 PM Worship, Hatfield
SUNDAY 9:00 AM Worship Service

Worship the Lord with Gladness:
Last Sunday: 141

Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth:
Thankoffering Given Last Week:
$9,377.70 (Home); $286.00 (Missions)
Needed per week for Home: $9,035.00

Owed on line of credit: $48,672.08
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CHURCH NEW.

Baptism: Marlee Jo Harder (9/29/24), daughter of Sam &
Lexi Harder, will be baptized during our worship service today.
Sponsors are Abby Averill & David Harder. We look forward to
Marlee being reborn as a dearly loved child of God.

Special Birthday: St. John’s Lutheran Church turns 140
TODAY. We praise God for his gracious care poured out on our
congregation for the past 140 years!

School Schedule: There will be no school tomorrow and the
ELC will be closed as we enjoy the Labor Day weekend. There
will be no school this Friday (9/11).

Private Communion: There are not yet near-term plans for
restarting our midweek worship service. If you or a member
you know would like to receive Communion, but have not been
able to do so at the regular Sunday service, Pastor Walsh
would be glad to make an appointment for individuals to
receive private Communion at his office.

September Communion: The September communion
schedule will be a little different than normal. Please see
details below.

Today Communion in the front pews
Sept. 13" No communion (due to the campout)
Sept. 20"  Communion at the rail

Campout: Our annual church/school campout will be held
September 10%-13%" (Thursday evening through Sunday
afternoon) at West Arbutus Jackson County Park. All are
invited.

There will be a potluck supper Saturday evening at 5:00 p.m.
and a worship service Saturday evening at 6:00 p.m. You are
invited to come for the potluck and worship service even if you
are not camping.

The sites in the center of the campground have been set aside
for us for three nights (Thursday, Friday, Saturday). There are
also two tent sites and a couple lakeside sites available. You
can pick your site and pay when you get to the campground.
You will only be charged for the number of nights you stay.
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On Friday Henry & Julie Berry will be providing supper at the
campground (pulled pork and hotdogs) at 5:30 p.m. All
campers are invited,; please bring a dish to pass.

We hope many of you can join us!

Bean Bag Tournament: We are excited to have our sixth
bean bag tournament this year at the campground. This year
we will have one tournament with youth and adults mixed
together in a random draw. We hope to start around 1:00 on
Saturday. There will be no entry fee; we just want as many
people to come and play as possible. Prizes for first and second
place winners are being donated by the kind people at Ratsch
Engineering.

Adult Instruction Class: Pastor Tim will be starting another
round of adult instruction on Monday, Sep 14 at 6:00 p.m. If
you or someone you know are interested in membership, talk
to Pastor Tim. Class will be held in the church basement.

Choir/Handbells: Another season of choir and handbell
rehearsal will begin on Wednesday, Sept. 16. Choir will be
held at 6:00, and handbells will follow at 7:00.

Singers Needed: We would really like to have a few more
people in choir, if possible. If there’s anyone else out there
who enjoys singing, please consider joining us! Mrs. Leiterman
does a wonderful job teaching us the songs, so don’t worry
about your singing voice not being “"good enough.”

Ringers Needed: We could use one or two more handbell
ringers. If you’re interested or would like more information,
contact Donna Sternitzky or call the office.

Sunday Bible Class: Sunday Bible study will resume on
Sunday, September 20,

Sunday School: Sunday School will resume on Sunday,
September 20%. As of right now, we have teachers for the
Preschool-Kindergarten and Grades 1-4 classroom. We are still
looking to recruit a few more Sunday School teachers. Thank
you to those who have already spoken with Pastor Tim about
this. Our goal is having a rotation of teachers, such that
teachers can still regularly participate in the adult Bible study.

LIGHTS: Our LIGHTS group will hold their first meeting of the
school year on Monday, September 215t at 6:00 p.m. in the
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school conference room. If you’re interested in the many
inreach/fellowship activities this group is involved with, please
consider yourself invited!

Church/School Archives: Next time you're at the Neillsville
Library, check out some items from St. John's history in their
curio cabinet! These will be on display for about a month. One
of the oldest items in the collection is a King James Bible,
purchased for the church by the 1929 confirmands. But if you
know some German, you may find one that's older yet! Thank
you, Lord Jesus, for the mercy and grace you have shown to
our church during all our years.

Calendars: September calendars are available on the table in
the entryway.

Forward in Christ: The September edition of “Forward In
Christ” is available in the entryway.

Address Update: One of our 8" grade graduates, Caleb
Anderson, just started as a freshman at Luther Preparatory
School in Watertown this past week. If you’d like to stay in
touch with Caleb, his school address is: Wittenberg #2311,
Luther Prep, 1300 Western Ave, Watertown WI 53094.

# Schaal wilk,, Student of the Week: The student of the week
is Baylee Boon. Baylee is in 5" Grade. She is
polite and respectful, sets a good example, and
has been a very good helper to her fellow
classmates, helping them in the classroom and
with resolving problems that may come up. Way
to let your light shine, Baylee!! Congratulations!

S
School Boiler: As we informed you in July, one of our two
school boilers has developed mechanical problems and must be
either repaired or replaced. We've obtained quotations from
two firms and both advised that considering the age of the
equipment and the cost of replacement parts it would be
advisable to replace it with a new boiler. We have considered
both quotes and decided to hire RC Heating and Cooling LLC of
Neillsville to do the work. The installation will be accomplished
on Saturday, Sept. 26" and the total cost for this work will be
$13,400.00. Donations toward this project are gladly accepted.
You can drop those off in the school office or put them in the
offering basket marked “school boiler.”
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WELS News
Vital to our mission: For our synod, the start of the school
year is not just an annual date on the fall calendar. What
happens in our schools is vitally important to the health of our
synod and to our ability to carry out the mission that God has
given us.

Think for a moment of when and where you first learned the
basic truths of Christianity. For most of us, that learning took
place first in the home, as faithful Christian parents brought up
their children in the training and instruction of the Lord. There
as a child you learned about God who created you and the
world you live in. There you learned to know your Savior who
loves you and died to save you. There you learned to know
him from Bible stories and from the prayers and songs your
parents taught you at bedtime.

But for many of our WELS members, that learning about Christ
continued in Lutheran elementary and high schools. It’s for
that reason that we spend vast amounts of resources and
energy to establish and maintain one of the largest private
Christian school systems in the country—because it’s important
and valuable. That work continues with the start of this school
year.

And we also provide the kind of Christian education that will
supply our synod with well-trained and motivated pastors,
teachers, and staff ministers. We do that on three levels. On
the high school level, we operate two preparatory schools—
Luther Preparatory School in Watertown, Wisconsin, and
Michigan Lutheran Seminary in Saginaw, Michigan. At those
schools, students are encouraged to prepare to serve someday
as full-time called workers. Many graduates of our prep schools
do just that. That work continues this fall.

In New Ulm, Minnesota, Martin Luther College continues its
work of serving as our WELS college of ministry. The vast
majority of its graduates go on to serve as teachers and staff
ministers. Others will continue their training to be pastors at
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Mequon, Wisconsin. This fall,
another group of students at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary will
continue their journey on the path to becoming WELS pastors.

What is happening in all of our schools this fall is nothing
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routine. It is a special blessing from God and helps our synod
to carry out the mission that God has called us to carry out.

Serving together with you in Christ,
WELS President Mark Schroeder

If you or someone you know is considering ministry, visit
wels.net/consider-ministry.

Missionary distributes aid in Venezuela: On June 24, the
U.S. Geological Survey recorded a pair of earthquakes in
northern Venezuela that totaled 7.2 and 7.5 magnitude. The
earthquakes occurred 40 seconds apart and caused widespread
damage throughout Venezuela. More than 6,500 people have
been reported dead, more than 225,000 were injured, and
tens of thousands are still missing many months later.

WELS’ One Latin America Team sent Missionary Luis Acosta to
the affected area in July to provide gospel comfort and to
deliver funds from WELS Christian Aid and Relief to the
Christians that the team is working with there. Here is the
report from Acosta following that trip:

We finally got in Venezuela. The entrance into the country was
not trouble free but nothing that the Lord couldn’t solve. The
same day we went to Puerto Cabello to visit Nimia Fuentes and
her group. We had a devotional/Bible study focused on
answering with God’s Word why the earthquake happened and
I encouraged them to spread the gospel with a sense of
urgency. We also prayed thanking God for the protection and
blessings received, along with our petitions for the country and
all people affected. The manifestations of deep thankfulness
toward God for the humanitarian aid received were
overwhelming, not a dry eye in the room. . . .

From Puerto Cabello we traveled to Acarigua and visited Maireli
and Jose Toyo’s group. As happened before, we shared God’s
Word to the group and provided his much-needed
encouragement. Here we saw also how timely and needed was
the humanitarian aid they received.

The week ended in Guarenas, 40 minutes east from Caracas,
with the visit and worship with José Rolando’s group.

WELS Christian Aid and Relief provided $10,000 in aid to help
those in Venezuela. Throughout the summer WELS Christian
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Aid and Relief also helped congregations in the United States
that were affected by flooding, tornadoes, and wildfires as well
as those in Colombia following a major earthquake and the
Hmong Evangelical Lutheran Church in Vietnam following
severe flooding. Christian Aid and Relief is also closely
monitoring the needs following the deadly flooding in Nepal.

“"Every disaster is hard and painful,” notes Dan Sims, director
of WELS Christian Aid and Relief, "but each one is also an

opportunity to show hurting people the compassionate love of
our Savior.”

Learn more about WELS’ outreach in Latin America at
wels.net/latin-america. Learn more about WELS Christian Aid
and Relief at wels.net/relief.
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To assist you in worship:
Personal listening devices are available for anyone to use.
Please talk to the ushers for assistance.
Large-print bulletins available in the entryway.
Personal Prayers: Red Hymnal (pp. 10-11); Blue Hymnal
(inside front cover)
Preparation for Lord’s Supper: Red Hymnal (p. 156); Blue
Hymnal (pp. 295-296)
Luther’'s Small Catechism: Blue Hymnal (pp. 286-293)

We love seeing young children in church as we want
families to worship together. We also love to hear children
making a "joyful noise to the Lord." If you need some privacy
for feeding an infant or changing a diaper, please make use of
our parents' room off the north side of the entryway where
you can still listen to the service.

Visitors, if you would like to know more about our church or
school, please introduce yourself to our pastor. He would be
delighted to speak with you and serve you in whatever way he

can.
St. John’s Lutheran Church & School
711 & 805 W 5" St., Neillsville, WI 54456
Contact Info
Church & School Office: stjohns1886@gmail.com
715-743-2501
Tim Walsh, Pastor: pastortim@stjohnsneillsville.com
631-901-4430 (cell)
Mike Allard, Principal: allardmjl@gmail.com
715-937-7534 (cell)
John Hagedorn, Chairman: hagedornjohnw2@gmail.com
715-743-4653 (home)
Website: www.stjohnsneillsville.com
Facebook (church): www.facebook.com/stjohnsneillsville/
Facebook (school): www.facebook.com/stjohnshornets/

Worship Schedule
Sunday-9:00 a.m.
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