
Family Devotional Resource Library
Introduction

Christian education begins in the home. The highest calling of Christian parents is to raise their children
to know and trust their Savior. Proverbs 22:6 (EHV) says “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when
he is old he will not depart from it.”

The temptation is strong for parents to simply take their children to church and forget about their faith
during the week. The temptation is even stronger for parents to send their children to a Lutheran Elementary
School and neglect their spiritual care when they get home. Neither of these approaches are ideal: The parents
are the most responsible for their children’s spiritual growth–not teachers, pastors, or other church leaders.

One of the most powerful methods for parents to fulfill this critical duty is daily family devotion. Family
devotions allow parents to model spiritual growth, discuss Biblical topics with their children, and guide their
children through life in this sinful world. However, Satan tempts us to neglect this responsibility, tricking us with
excuses such as “I don’t have time” or “I’ll do it tomorrow.” This resource intends to make family devotional life
as accessible as possible for all families.

Devotional Resources
Below, you will find a wealth of resources to support your home devotional life. The devotions are

sorted by several categories (described below). Simply find the category that best describes your situation,
look at the resources available, and choose the best one for you and your family. Almost all materials have a
clickable link that takes you directly to the devotion or to a website for purchase.

All devotions can be completed in approximately 5 minutes or less except for some of those in the
“In-Depth” section. All “video” devotions can be completed while performing other tasks, such as driving or
making dinner, so there is the possibility to add a daily devotion to your life without adding any time to your
busy schedule. Technology truly is a blessing from our Creator!

All devotions will also be labeled as print, online, or video. Assume each resource is FREE unless
labeled otherwise. I will also note how often the devotions are available (daily, weekly, etc.) Many devotions
come from one of these three places:

1. Northwestern Publishing House (NPH), the publisher of most WELS print resources
2. WELS Website
3. Time of Grace, a ministry run by WELS pastors focused on creating engaging and relevant

materials for various ages. If you aren’t sure where to start with home devotional life, start with a
Time of Grace resource.

Sections:
● Short and Simple: Easy devotion opportunities, many online. Can be read or watched in less than five

minutes in most cases. This is the “easy” choice if you are trying to get accustomed to home devotions.
● In-Depth: For those who want to dig deeper into their spiritual lives or are looking for information on a

particular topic, the in-depth section includes various resources. Some are longer than five minutes.
● For Couples: Resources for couples.
● For Little Children: Children’s books that also serve as devotional and educational books about faith.

You have to buy them but they are an incredibly easy way to engage young children in devotional life.
● Goal-Oriented: For those who need an extra push to motivate themselves to do devotions. These

devotions have a built-in end goal to strive for: some short-term, some longer.



● Prayer: Books and resources to assist with praying at home.

God’s blessings on your study!

Short and Simple Devotions
● Meditations (Print, must be purchased) (Daily)

○ A daily devotional from NPH that is new every year. These short daily devotions are possibly the
most popular daily devotional option available for WELS members. It is purchased on a
subscription, but St. Stephen’s often makes them available for free on the tables in the front of
the church. Can also be bought as an email subscription.

● WELS Family Devotions (online) (Monday, Wednesday, Friday)
○ A free devotional resource available from the WELS. This is another resource I would highly

recommend. These are short devotions that are found on the WELS website, but there is also
an option to have them read to you while you do something else.

● WELS Transformed Teen Devotions (online) (weekly)
○ A weekly devotion aimed at helping teens live a “transformed” life according to their Christian

identity. It can be used solely as a devotion or also as a springboard for parent-teen discussions
about faith and tough topics.

● Closer to God Each Day (online, must be purchased) (daily)
○ This daily devotional is a great choice for those looking for a simple daily devotion book to read

with the family. It is available as a standalone purchase OR can be a free gift from Time of
Grace upon making a donation. That link is here.

● Time of Grace Devotions (online) (daily)
○ Daily devotions from Time of Grace. They are written by various WELS pastors and provide

divine wisdom on handling many of life's challenges.
● Time of Grace: Grace Talks (video) (daily)

○ Grace Talks is Time of Grace’s video option for daily spiritual growth. These short videos, like
the written devotions above, focus on specific topics that are relevant to life, such as dealing
with anxiety, how to read the Bible, or strengthening your identity as a Christian.

● Time of Grace: Evening Encouragements (video) (daily)
○ Every evening, Time of Grace provides a short video to wrap up your day with Christ. The

videos often focus on topics such as comfort, hope in God’s promises, and confidence in God’s
plan for your life.

● NPH Devotion Books Library (print) (must be purchased)
○ This link will take you to NPH’s large collection of devotional resources. Use the filters to find the

best resources for you and your family.

In-Depth Devotions
● Hymn Study/Hymn Sing (print, self-guided)

○ For families with access to a piano and a keyboardist, a great way to engage the heart and the
mind in devotion is by singing and discussing your favorite hymns. Pick a relevant hymn for the

https://online.nph.net/meditations-individual-subscription.html
https://wels.net/family-devotion/fd20231120/
https://wels.net/teen-dev/td20231119/
https://www.amazon.com/Closer-God-Each-Day-Devotions/dp/1949488810
https://give.timeofgrace.org/timeofgrace/b2311?SC=SL2311&_gl=1*v2t8ec*_ga*MTU4NTk3NzUzNy4xNzAwNTc3ODYz*_ga_1RW0TP12K7*MTcwMDU3Nzg2Mi4xLjEuMTcwMDU3NzkyOC41OC4wLjA.
https://timeofgrace.org/department/written-devotions/
https://watch.timeofgrace.org/grace-talks?_gl=1*9digpo*_ga*MTU4NTk3NzUzNy4xNzAwNTc3ODYz*_ga_1RW0TP12K7*MTcwMDU3Nzg2Mi4xLjEuMTcwMDU3ODAxMC4zOC4wLjA.
https://watch.timeofgrace.org/evening-encouragements-with-pastor-jeremy
https://online.nph.net/books/christian-living/devotions


season, sing it, and talk about the words. This could be a great weekly tradition for your family.
Students love singing hymns, so the whole family is easily engaged.

● Luther’s Small Catechism (print, self-guided)
○ Luther wrote his Small Catechism as a tool for parents to teach their children about God. WELS

students are required to memorize the parts and discuss them at school, but do you talk about
them at home? Pick a commandment, petition of the Lord’s Prayer, or another catechism
section and talk about it for ten minutes. You may learn more than your child!

● The People’s Bible (print)
○ The People’s Bible is a popular commentary series from pastors and seminary professors.

These books provide in-depth reading about books of the Bible. The entire set is over $700 from
NPH, but individual titles and sets are much cheaper. These are ideal for those who want to dig
deep into biblical teaching and context. This resource may be better for individual study than for
the family.

● Time of Grace Weekly Broadcast (video) (weekly)
○ Time of Grace publishes Pastor Mike Novotny’s (The CORE, Madison, WI) discussions on

various biblical topics. They are like traditional sermons merged with engaging presentations.
They are 30 minutes long, but they are easy to listen to. These are so popular that some people
use them as a replacement for weekly worship in church (DON’T DO THAT🙂).

● Time of Grace Tough Questions (video)
○ Time of Grace’s Tough Questions page contains a large library of short videos on a wide variety

of challenging topics. Depending on the specific video, these can be excellent devotions for
couples, teens, or families seeking to strengthen their Christian identity in a sinful world.

● Hymnal Daily Devotions, p. 236ff. (self-guided)
○ Christian Worship (2021) provides several devotional liturgies for use in church, school and

home. They include a few responses, a place for a hymn or two, and a place for a reading. This
could be used as a structure around your daily Bible reading that you found in another resource.

● NPH Topical Resource Library (print, must be purchased)
○ This link takes you to the NPH resource library. To find devotional resources on specific topics,

such as teens, sexuality, women, and other similar topics, use the filters on the left side of the
page OR hover over “books” near the top of the page.

For Couples
● Marriage Moments (video) (weekly)

○ WELS Marriage Moments are VERY short devotions (1-2 minutes) that quickly highlight a piece
of divine to strengthen your marriage. They are released every Monday morning. I highly
recommend these to every couple.

● Marriage Maintenance (video) (three videos and discussion guides)
○ Just like anything else, marriages require constant work to succeed. These three devotions

serve as a way for you to reflect on your marriage and determine what improvements can be
made. Each lesson has a 7-10 minute introduction video and a PDF discussion guide. These
discussions require a time commitment to complete, but they are well worth it. All married
couples should consider taking a few hours to strengthen their Christian marriage using these
resources.

https://online.nph.net/search?keywords=the%20people%27s%20bible
https://watch.timeofgrace.org/tv-program
https://watch.timeofgrace.org/tough-questions/videos/am-i-single-because-there-s-something-wrong-with-me
https://online.nph.net/books
https://welscongregationalservices.net/ministry-resources/wels-marriages/marriagemoments/
https://welscongregationalservices.net/ministry-resources/wels-marriages/marriagemaintenance/#toggle-id-2


● NPH Couples and Relationships (print) (must be purchased)
■ This link takes you to NPH’s resources on marriage for you to peruse and purchase if

you desire.

For Little Children
This is a list of children’s books that double as home spiritual resources. Children love reading, so why
not let them read about faith, liturgy, and the church? All resources are in print and must be purchased.
There are certainly many more out there than what is linked here.

● Whisper, Whisper
● My Little ABC Liturgy Book
● God’s Own Child I Gladly Say It
● Strong Roots…
● One Hundred Bible Stories
● Little Lambs
● NPH Children’s Books Library

○ This link will take you to NPH’s library on kid’s books.

Goal-Oriented
● Seasonal Devotions (print or online, some must be purchased) (daily)

○ Many different publishers create seasonal devotions that give a short-term motivation to do daily
devotions. Most commonly, these are Advent and Lenten devotional series. The link will take
you to the seasonal devotion page of Martin Luther College, the WELS college of ministry.

● Hymnal Daily Lectionary, p. 248ff. (print)
○ Christian Worship (2021) has a section dedicated to a Bible lectionary, or reading plan. These

pages outline sections of the Bible to read for every day of the year. If you complete the whole
year’s reading, you will have read all of the New Testament and a third of the Old Testament.
The daily readings are often 20 verses or less. This is probably one of the easiest methods for
starting a daily devotion routine.

○ I suggest you couple the reading with a family discussion answering questions like these: Why
does this matter to me? What can I learn from these verses? What am I going to change
because of what God tells me here?

● Bible Lectionaries (online) (apps)
○ Bible apps and other sites often have their own Bible lectionary plans like Christian Worship.

Linked above is the page on Bible Gateway with their plans. Looking around for a plan that suits
your interests (read the whole Bible, read half, etc.) could be beneficial.

● Whole Bible Project (online, must be purchased)
○ This fascinating resource contains a short Bible study on every single chapter of the Bible. This

opens the door for easy goal setting. Maybe your family will study John’s Gospel for the next
month. Maybe you can tackle the longer prophetic books of Isaiah and Jeremiah? Set goals,
and hold each other accountable to meet those goals.

● Christmas Countdowns (print, must be purchased)
○ This book is a helpful resource for those with children ages 3-10 who want daily devotions

during the holiday season.

https://online.nph.net/books/christian-living/marriage-relationships
https://online.nph.net/whisper-whisper-learning-about-church.html
https://www.amazon.com/My-Little-ABC-Liturgy-Book/dp/0983548854
https://www.amazon.com/Gods-Own-Child-Gladly-Say/dp/1933737018/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1BTNQGIEXPVGQ&keywords=god%27s+own+child+i+gladly+say+it&qid=1700578731&s=books&sprefix=god%27s+own+child+%2Cstripbooks%2C112&sr=1-1
https://online.nph.net/strong-roots-for-tender-shoots-cradle-roll-packet.html
https://www.cph.org/one-hundred-bible-stories
https://online.nph.net/littlest-lambs-a-devotion-booklet-for-the-pre-born.html
https://online.nph.net/books/christian-living/just-for-kids
https://mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions/
https://www.biblegateway.com/reading-plans/
https://online.nph.net/whole-bible-project-the-complete-set-download.html
https://www.amazon.com/Countdown-Christmas-Devotions-Laura-Zimmerman/dp/057004992X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1QTYYUV16VQAB&keywords=countdown+to+christmas+Laura+K.E.+Zimmerman&qid=1697851942&s=books&sprefix=countdown+to+christmas+laura+k.e.+zimmerman%2Cstripbooks%2C173&sr=1-1


Prayer
● There’s a Prayer for That (print, must be purchased)

○ This book offers over 450 prayers for use in a daily devotion with the family or whenever else
you desire a prewritten prayer on a topic.

● Family Prayer Time (self-guided)
○ It can be very transformative for the family to sit down and simply pray about what is on their

hearts and minds. Parents can use this to model praying to God with boldness and confidence,
and it gives children a chance to share their thoughts and feelings with God and their parents.

● Hymnal Personal Prayers, p. 255ff. (print, self-guided)
○ Christian Worship (2021) contains a variety of prayers that might be useful at the end of a

devotion or any other time a prayer is needed.
● NPH Prayer Books (print, must be purchased)

○ This link will take you to NPH’s listing of prayer books.

https://online.nph.net/there-s-a-prayer-for-that.html
https://online.nph.net/books/christian-living/prayer-books

