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WHAT MAKES YOUR BIBLE SO SPECIAL?
“Your word is truth.” -John 17:17

Do you like writing stories? Has your teacher ever asked you to write a story about what you did over summer, or to
simply make up a story from your own imagination? That can be fun because then you can think up all sorts of
interesting things to put in your story. There are a lot of people who like to write books filled with stories. If you go
to a library you will find thousands of books people have written. Here are some of the top selling books/series of all
time: Harry Potter series-120 mil. copies sold, Lord of the Rings series-150 mil. sold, A Tale of 2 Cities-200 mil. sold,
Don Quixote-500 mil. copies sold. Yet of all these books, one stands out as being very special. We call that book
Scripture, or the Word. Most often we call it the Holy Bible. This special book has been sold over 5 billion times-but
that is not what makes it special!

Many people who do not believe in Jesus wonder what makes the Holy Bible so special. They wonder why anyone
would want to spend hours reading and studying the Bible. They wonder why God’s children enjoy it and even
memorize parts of it. We can share with them what we know about the Bible.

What makes the Bible so special? It is special because the Bible is God’s own story. All the wonderful books we find
in the library were written by people who wanted to share their stories with us. The Bible is the story God wanted to
tell. He had a message he wanted to share with everyone so he put it into a book called the Holy Bible. The Bible is a
set of 66 smaller books. These books were written over many years by many different writers. We are familiar with
some of the writers like Moses, David, Samuel, Solomon, Matthew, John and Paul. The writers knew what to write
because God told them. We say that God “breathed” into them the words he wanted written. We call that
inspiration. 2 Timothy 3:16 says, “All Scripture is God breathed.”

When we read the books of the Bible we notice that even though these 66 books were written over many years by
many different people, each writer agreed with all the others. Every writer told the same story: God made us, God
loves us, God sent a Savior to die for our sins, and God wants everyone to be in heaven one day. That’s the message
God wants to tell everyone.

Because the Bible is so special, we take time to read and memorize it. We put many verses into our memory so we
can enjoy them anytime. When Jeremiah wrote about memorizing God’s Word he said, “When your words came, |
ate them; they were my joy and my heart’s delight” (Jeremiah 15:16.) He meant that he loved to hear and
remember God’s Word.

Since God is the Bible’s author, we can be certain that everything in the Bible is true. God cannot lie. We read in
John 17:17, “Your word is truth.” That means that everything God says is true and every promise he makes in the
Bible will come true. The next time someone asks you why the Bible is so special, let your light shine and tell them
the Holy Bible is special because it is God’s Holy Word, and in it we find his loving plan for everyone.

In Christ, Mike Allard, Principal @ St. John’s
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Events

Thursday, Aug 27
VB Practice 3:30-5:00

Friday, Aug 28
No Public School.

Alternate Bus Routes.

School Dismisses at Noon

Sunday, Aug 30
Worship 9:00 am

Monday, Aug 31
No Public School.

Alternate Bus Routes.

FB Practice 3:30-5:00

Tuesday, Sep 1
VB Practice 3:30-5:00

Wednesday, Sep 2
Chapel 8:20 am

FB Practice 3:30-5:00

Thursday, Sep 3
VB Games @ Home vs St.

Peter
B Team-4:30
A Team-5:30

Friday, Sep 4
No School (3K - 8th Gr)

Sunday, Sep 6
Worship 9:00 am

Monday, Sep 7
Labor Day

No School (3K - 8th Gr)
ELC CLOSED

Tuesday, Sep 8
VB Practice 3:30-5:00

o

School Schedule: school will dismiss at noon on Friday, August
28™. Lunch will only be served to children who are staying for
childcare. Bussing will be available at noon for children who need that.

Busing Schedule: we will have our alternate bus schedule on
Friday, Aug 28, and Monday, Aug 31 as the public school is off those
days.

J

Practices:
Thurs, Aug 27 Volleyball 3:30-5:00
Mon, Aug 31 Football 3:30-5:00
Tues, Sep 1 Volleyball 3:30-5:00
Wed, Sep 2 Football 3:30-5:00

Volleyball Games: Our first volleyball games of the season will be
played @ Home on Thursday, Sep 3, vs. St. Peter of Schofield.

B Team plays at 4:30

A Team plays at 5:30
Helpers are needed for the concession stand. Come and cheer for the
Hornets!

No School 9/4 & 9/7: There will be no school on Friday, Sep 4,
and Monday, Sep 7, as we enjoy the Labor Day weekend.

ELC Closed: The ELC will be closed on Monday, Sep 7 for Labor Day.

Sycamore: All parents of K-8 students should have received an
email invitation to set up your Sycamore account. Sycamore is our new
student information system, and parents can use that just as you used
FastDirect in the past; you can check on your student’s grades, keep
track of your lunch account, pay lunch or tuition online, and send
messages to your student’s teacher. We are still learning this new
system as well, so thanks for your patience, and if you have any
problems or questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out.

Forms Due: Three forms were included in your orientation folders
that should be filled out, signed, and returned to the school office as
soon as possible: 1)2026-2027 Tuition Payment Agreement;
2)Enrollment Expectations; 3)Parent Covenant. Thank you!
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Campout: Our annual school campout will
be held September 10™-13™ (Thursday
evening through Sunday afternoon) at West
Arbutus Jackson County Park. All school
parents and children are invited.

There will be a potluck supper Saturday
evening at 5:00 p.m. and a worship service
Saturday evening at 6:00 p.m. You are invited
to come for the potluck and worship service
even if you are not camping.

The sites in the center of the campground
have been set aside for us for three nights
(Thursday, Friday, Saturday). There are also
two tent sites and a couple lakeside sites
available. You can pick your site and pay when
you get to the campground. You will only be
charged for the number of nights you stay.

We hope many of you can join us!

Bean Bag Tournament: We are excited
to have our sixth bean bag tournament this
year at the campground. This year we will
have one tournament with youth and adults
mixed together in a random draw. We hope to
start around 1:00 on Saturday. There will be
no entry fee; we just want as many people to
come and play as possible. Prizes for first and
second place winners are being donated by
the kind people at Ratsch Engineering.

Chapel: Each Wednesday at our children's
chapel service the students have a chance to
give a mission offering. This year our mission
offerings will go to the Spanish outreach that
St. John’s, Christie is doing for Spanish-
speaking people in our community, which
includes a Bible study and worship services.

Parents, you are always invited to attend
chapel services with us. They are held in
church every Wednesday morning at 8:20.
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Kwik Trip Scrip: We have $50 Kwik Trip
gift cards available in the school office. The
school receives a discount when we order the
cards. This money goes into our Booster Club
to support our athletic programs. If you're
interested in purchasing a Kwik Trip card, stop
in the office.

Breakfast/Lunch Info: Breakfast and
lunch will be available every day. Breakfast
costs $2.00/day and lunch costs $3.00/day.
Milk at snack time (Gr. K-1) or milk with a cold
lunch costs 45 cents.

We would strongly encourage parents to fill
out the free/reduced lunch applications that
were included in your summer mailing if you
think your income and family size may allow
you to qualify. Not only does this help our
families who are eligible, it also benefits our
hot lunch program. Please turn in applications
to the school office as soon as possible.
Reduced breakfast price is $0.30/day, and
reduced lunch price is $0.40/day.

Lunch Accounts: You can keep up with
your meal accounts online through Sycamore.
Reminders will be sent out to you when your
account is below $5.00. We will be updating
your accounts with your child’s meal charges
once a week. If you have any questions, please
don’t hesitate to reach out to the office.
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Parent Classes: We will be starting up
classes in September for those who may be
interested in membership at St. John’s or
would like to learn more about what their
children will be taught in religion classes.
Attending classes DOES NOT obligate you to
become a member of St. John’s.

If you’re interested or would like to learn
more, please contact the office or talk to
Pastor Tim.

Friends of St. John’s: This is our parent-
teacher group. This group is for all parents and
friends of St. John’s-not only those who are
members at our church. There will be three
scheduled meetings throughout the school
year.

The first Friends of St. John’s meeting will be
held on Wednesday, September 9%, in the
school gym starting at 6:00. We will begin with
a light supper, then have a short devotion and
our business meeting. All of you are invited to
attend. Childcare will be available.

We thank the parents who have signed up to
provide supper before the FSJ meeting. They
are: Craig & Rachel Anderson, Cody & Amber
Kallian, and Kristine Boon. Thanks for your
willingness to help out!

Remind: This year we will continue
implementing our communication system
called Remind. This will allow us to text or
email parents to inform you of upcoming
events happening at school or church.
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Online Sermons: If you would like to
read Pastor Tim’s sermon from last Sunday,
which was preached on the theme for the
school year, “Walk as Children of Light,” you
can access it at the following link:
https://pastortimwalsh.substack.com/p/walk-
as-children-of-light

Field Trip: Grades K-3 will be going to a
“Pumpkins and Petting Zoo” program at the
Neillsville Retirement Community on Friday,
Sep 25", More information has been sent
home with the children.

Seal-A-Smile: Seal-A-Smile forms were
sent home with students in Grades 3K-8™ this
week. Please take a few moments to fill those
out and return them to school as soon as
possible. Thanks!

School Pictures: School picture day for
Grades 3K-8" has been set for Monday,
October 5™. More information will be sent
home next month.

Cross Country Meet: The Cross County
Meet will be held on Saturday, October 3™ at
Sunnyvale County Park in Wausau. This is for
any interested students in Grades K-8. More
information is available, including a
registration form, from the school office, or
you may go to the link below on our website
to access the information (the same page
where The Buzz is posted).:

News & Notes
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